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Aristophanes

Aristophanes lived from 448-380 B.C., he is said to be the only remaining writer of Old Comedy, and was also said to be the greatest comic writer of his day. Aristophanes began writing comedy at the time when democracy had already begun to sour for the Athenians. The first two comedies he wrote are The Babylonians and The Banqueters, and they are said to have been lost. Out of Aristophanes’ thirty known plays, only eleven of them has been said to survive. The plays are said to have come from three main periods in his life, beginning, his youthful days, his second level, and his final period. The Archarnians was written in 425 B.C., in his beginning. The Archarnians was his first surviving play, and was said to be written in the sixth year of the war and coincidentally happened to be the world’s first antiwar comedy. During this time, Old Comedy had become fiercely satirical, especially concerning political matters. After The Archarnians, he wrote some other major plays concerning other major aspects of his youthful life.

The second part of his life which is where we are focusing on today was also dominated by the problems of war. The war at this time was between Athens and Sicily, Athens violating the Treaty of Nicias. He wrote two major plays at this time which are The Birds, written in 414 B.C., and Lysistrata, written in 411 B.C.

