Science Fair:
· Why we have a Science Fair?  The science project gives students an opportunity to learn science on their own in an area that particularly interests them.  The Science Fair give them an opportunity to share their discoveries with others and to learn from the discoveries of their classmates.  

· Who participates in the Science Fair?  All students will participate in Science Fair by presenting a project of their own choosing.  

· When do we work on the Science Fair?   No work on the Science Fair is done at school.  I will not be talking about Science Fair, other than reminding students to turn in commitment forms and completed projects.  The work will need to be done at home.  I recommend that you start the project as soon as possible.  The deadline will sneak up on you.  If you need suggestions on the Science Fair or have questions, please feel free to contact me.

· What kind of project can we do?  You must choose a topic that can be made into an experiment (something you and your child can test) or observations.  I am enclosing a list of Science Fair topics for you to get ideas from.  Please do not use this as a limit to what you and your child can do for a project.  Have him or her pick something that is interesting to them or something they have a question about.

· What steps do we need to follow?  You need to follow the scientific method when creating your Science Fair project.  I am enclosing a data sheet that will be included with your completed project and will be part of the Science Fair grade.  By following the data sheet, you will follow the scientific method steps.  

· When is the Science Fair?  The Science Fair will be held on School Sunday March    , 2000.  

· Where is the Science Fair?  When do projects need to be completed?  Science Fair projects will be displayed in the Fellowship Hall and School to be viewed by parents and friends following the church service until 1:00 p.m.  All projects are due at school the Thursday before, which is March   .
· What kind of a display should we use?   Your size should be limited to the size of a desktop.  If you anticipate a larger display, please contact me and we will try to accommodate you.  You should display your experiment or parts of the experiment.  You should include a visual display which tells what the experiment is about, your hypothesis, your steps, your results, and conclusion.  The data sheet will be included with the display.  The data sheet will help you create your visual display.  

· What is the written presentation?  Your child needs to complete the data sheet, which explains the project.  This will help with the visual display.

· What is the oral presentation?    Your child will need to share the information about their science fair project with me at school.  He or she will also need to share this information with parents and friends at the Science Fair.  The oral presentation is an important part of the science fair grade. 

· How will the Science Fair be graded?  The Science Fair counts for 25% of your child’s science grade for the 3rd quarter.  I am enclosing a grading sheet for you to use a guide to help you when working on projects at home.

Select a Topic: 
Remember a Science Fair Project is a test you do to find an answer to a question, not just showing what you know about something.  You must choose a question or problem that can be tested.  What are you trying to find out?  

State Your Hypothesis: 
A hypothesis tells how you think the problem can be solved.  It is a reasonable guess to a solution for the problem.  It is a statement of what the experimenter thinks will happen.

Procedure: 

Tell what you did to answer your question or solve your problem.  Write down the steps in order.  Data and observations are what actually happen.  Careful observations must be recorded.  

Results:  

Tell what actually happened in the experiment. 

Conclusions: 
Now using your results, tell if your experiment proved or disproved your hypothesis.   If you disproved your hypothesis, that is OK, but record it.  If your results caused other questions, record those too.  

BE CAREFUL!  DO A GOOD JOB!  LEARN!  CHALLENGE YOURSELF AND HAVE FUN!

Please return this portion by Friday, February 11, 2000

 My child ________________________________________ will be presenting 

________________________________________________ project at the P.V.L.S. Science Fair.

________________________________________ Student Signature

________________________________________ Parent Signature

Science Fair Project Ideas:

For more ideas, check out the Bill Nye website: http://nyelabs.kcts.org/openNyeLabs.html
Newton’s Apple website: http://ericir.syr.edu/Projects/Newton/index.html
Here are a list of possible science fair projects.  By no means are these the only topics you can use for the science fair.  Hopefully, they will help you come up with a creative idea of your own.

1. How much salt does it take to float an egg?

2. What kind of juice cleans pennies best?

3. Which dish soap makes the most bubbles?

4. What brand of raisin cereal has the most raisins?

5. Do ants like cheese or sugar better?

6. How long will it take a drop of food dye to color a glass of still water?

7. Does warm water freeze faster than cool water?

8. Do different types of apples have the same number of seeds?

9. Does holding a mirror in front of a fish change what a fish does?

10. Will bananas brown faster on the counter or in the fridge?

11. Which paper towel is the strongest?

12. Do plants need light?  

13. Do plants need water?

14. Do plants like a certain color?

15. Do plants like music?

16. Do plants grow in different soils?

17. Do plants like different kinds of liquids?

18. What kind of pet food does my pet like best?

19. What stains won’t come out of clothing?

20. What things are and aren’t picked up by a magnet?

21. How long does it take a plant to grow?

What kind of hand soap works the best?

Science Fair Data Sheet:
1. What is the problem that you are going to find out more about with this science fair project?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2. Why do you want to learn more about this?  ______________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. My hypothesis is:  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4. Procedure:  My steps in this project.  You should have at least 3 steps.

5. Results:  What actually happened in the experiment.  Please write one or two sentences about what happened in your experiment.

Science Fair Grading Sheet:  Grades 1 and 2:   March 2000

1. The problem:  One or two sentences written on the science fair data
_______10pts.

sheet telling what you studied.  Tell why you picked your topic.

2. Hypothesis:  One sentence written on the science fair data sheet.  
_______10pts.

It tells how you think the problem can be solved.

3.
Procedure:  Tell what you did step by step                            Written
_______10pts.


                                                                                                 Oral
_______10pts.

4.
Results:  Tell what actually happened                                    Written
_______10pts

                                                                                                       Oral         _______10pts.

5. Conclusions:  Did your results prove or disprove your hypothesis? 
_______10pts. 


Write one or two sentences on the data sheet and share this 


information at the science fair.

6. Neatness and Appearance:  Your data sheet and visual display 
_______10pts.

should be neat and well organized.

7. Difficulty:  The project should be appropriate for the grade level
_______10pts.

and a challenge for the student.

8. Participation and Attitude:  Excited and willing to participate in
_______10pts.

Park View Lutheran’s science fair.

Total Points
______100pts

