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Note from the Co-Chair 


By Dianne Robbins


Greetings Members:





It was great to see so many of you at our 6th Annual Holiday Party!   I know I saw more than a few people that I only see once a year, and it appeared that a good time was had by all. 





I’m very pleased to report that with an almost 100 percent increase in membership last year, Sac L.E.G.A.L. had perhaps its most active year ever.  In addition to bringing you our traditional social events and presenting a very successful MCLE seminar, we donated over $500 to both local and national gay and lesbian organizations.





Your Board of Directors is in the process of planning our activities for the coming year, including our annual Spring Mixer, and another MCLE event that promises to be as interesting and informative as the last one.  To date, we only have about 35 membership renewals for 2002, and I know there are a lot more of you out there.  In order to continue serving you, the Board needs to develop its operating budget, so please send in your renewal and dues today.  





ANNOUNCEMENTS





Workers Comp Defense Position Available in Stockton 


The firm of Grancell, Lebovitz, Stander, Marx & Barnes, is looking for a full time attorney for the firm's Workers' Comp Defense practice in Stockton, CA.   If you, or anyone you know is interested, send a resume to: Tuen Wong, Managing Attorney email: TWong@glsmb.com�Phone (209)472-3660, FAX (209)472-3661            The firm's web page is: www.glsmb.com





University of California, Davis Job Opportunity at the Gay/Lesbian Bisexual/Transgender Center 


The University of California, Davis invites applications for the position of Coordinator of its Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Resource Center (LGBTRC).  VL# 020186     Additional information regarding the position is available by contacting Winnie M. LaNier, Chair, Search Committee at (530) 752-4287. For more information about the department see    � HYPERLINK "http://lgbtcenter.ucdavis.edu" �lgbtcenter.ucdavis.edu�


The final date to apply is 3/22/02                   �Salary:  $3,300.00 - $5,608.33/Mo              �Working hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 5 pm.�


Nonprofit Resource Center offers on-line job listings to area nonprofits...


Effective February 13, the Nonprofit Resource Center began carrying nonprofit job listings on its website at www.nonprofitresourcectr.org.  The service is free to both nonprofit organizations and individuals in need of a job.  





The Sacramento International Gay and Lesbian Film Festival 


The Sacramento International Gay and Lesbian Film Festival (SIGLIFF), now in its 11th year, is seeking one or more local attorneys to serve on its Board of Directors.  As many of you know, SIGLIFF brings us wonderful gay and lesbian movies every October.  This is a great chance to be involved in the fun, meet people, and go to the movies for free!  If interested, contact Jolene Jessie at 916-455-0203 or by e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:sportart@cwo.com" ��sportart@cwo.com�.


























Upcoming Events


April 18, 2002  


Spring Membership Mixer 


Home of Professor Larry Levine


2426 H Street


5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 





September 12, 2002


2nd Annual Joint NCLR & 


Lambda Legal Defense Fundraiser


Location and time to be announced








Gay and Lesbian Eligibility for September 11th Federal Aid Unclear


By Raul Escatel


Survivors of people killed or severely injured in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks have begun applying for federal aid, which according to the Department of Justice is averaging $1.6 million per victim.  The regulations set up for eligibility are a complicated, and not always clear, set of rules about who qualifies and who doesn't.  This leaves open opportunities for gay and lesbian domestic partners to apply.  But whether they qualify will depend on the laws in the state where they live, along with federal tax statutes.


Kenneth Feinberg, the September 11 Victims Compensation Fund administrator will have ultimate discretion to decide who qualifies, who doesn't, and how much each survivor will receive.  The rules call for him to factor in a family's economic and emotional losses and then subtract pensions and insurance payouts.


Feinberg said the average payment before the subtractions would be $1.6 million, tax-free.  He
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September 11th Federal Aid 
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said the rules would try to minimize disparities between low and high earners.  The rules, however, don't refer specifically to gay and lesbian domestic partners, and it isn't clear what laws might guarantee their eligibility.  Gay rights advocates, who along with Republican and Democratic politicians had urged inclusion of same-sex partners, said the regulations allow gay men and lesbians whose partners were victims to apply, along with other groups that might not automatically be covered, such as an illegitimate child or an unmarried straight partner.


Only Vermont and Hawaii offer the same benefits to same-sex partners as they do to spouses.  In California, the picture is a little different.  State inheritance laws will play a role in deciding if gays and lesbians qualify to receive compensation, according to Jenny Pizer, an attorney for Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund.  That's one open door.  Another is that California's victim compensation fund covers domestic partners.  People who are dependents for federal tax purposes also qualify. 


The California Probate Code allows spouses and blood relatives to inherit in cases such as this, but not domestic partners.  In addition, the rules don't specify whether state compensation laws would apply.  There is also an issue if the surviving partner is a federal tax dependent.  A state law passed by the Legislature this year added some benefits to domestic partnerships in California, but a provision allowing them to inherit was stripped before Governor Davis signed it.


It therefore appears that if a gay or lesbian victim of the Sept. 11 disaster does not leave a will or does not qualify as a federal tax dependent, it is uncertain whether he or she will qualify in California to receive compensation.  Furthermore, the rules of eligibility do not specifically address whether state compensation laws will apply in such cases.  








2002 Membership Update


We have wonderful things planed for this year and have set a lofty membership growth goal to make sure we accomplish all our objectives.  If you are one of a few who have not renewed your membership yet, now is the time.  The Spring Membership Mixer in April will be your last opportunity to renew before the Membership 
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Membership
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Directory cutoff.  After the mixer, those who have not renewed will no longer receive this Newsletter or the regular Sac L.E.G.A.L. announcements and mailings.  Don’t put it off.  Send in your renewal today.  Just in case you lost your renewal form, there is a membership form insert in this issue.  





Sac L.E.G.A.L.’s New Website


The Sacramento Lawyers for the Equality of Gays and Lesbians has an updated website with GREAT new features!  While the website still has more to come, the mission statement and organizational information has been updated and we now have the ability for new members to join online.  Past copies of our semi-monthly newsletters are now being posted for online reference to lots of great past articles and information as well.  


There is an announcement and special events bulletin board updated regularly.  You will also find tons of useful links including a link to the California Secretary of State for the Domestic Partnership Registration form, links to all the local law schools, links to California codes, other local bar associations, legislative links and much more.


Check it out at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/westhollywood/park/3103" ��http://www.geocities.com/westhollywood/park/3103�  


Please give us your feedback.  Any suggestions, comments or offers to work on the committee would be welcomed.  More updates and enhancements are to come so make sure to bookmark the page and visit it regularly.


A big thank you goes out to John Bennett and friends who spent lots of time getting the changes put together.    Thanks John !











4th and 5th  R’s Program 


Needs Volunteers





The 4th and 5th R’s, a program of the Unity Bar started by Judge Barry Loncke, needs attorneys willing to teach a 1 hour class to high school students at Florin High.  You pick the subject area, and assistance is available to develop your lesson.  This is a one-time commitment of only one hour, and a great opportunity for members to fulfill Sac L.E.G.A.L.’s primary mission of providing a leadership presence.  Please participate in this important program by contacting Deidre Johnson through Women Lawyers of Sacramento at 916-443-4117.  You can also obtain more information by visiting the WLS website: 


www.womenlawyers-sacramento.org/current
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