[image: image1.jpg]Sacramento Lawyers for the
Equality of Gays And L.esbians





	  Inside This Issue

	1
	Note  from the  Co-Chair

	2
	2003  Californa  LGBT  Bills 

	3
	GAY HISTORY – PART TWO

	4
	AB205, THE NEXT BEST THING








NOTE  FROM THE CO-CHAIR


By Marc B. Koenigsberg





I am pleased to announce that the Sac L.E.G.A.L. Board of Directors has recently voted to obtain affiliate membership in the National Lesbian & Gay Law Association (NLGLA). As Sac L.E.G.A.L. continues to grow in size and influence in Sacramento, the Board felt it was time to affiliate with the broader national gay legal community.  To that end, the Board voted to become an affiliate member of NLGLA.  


NLGLA is a national association of lawyers, judges, other legal professionals, law students and affiliated lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender legal organizations.  In 1992, NLGLA successfully concluded a long campaign to become an affiliated organization of the American Bar Association, gaining a voice and a vote in the ABA House of Delegates.  NLGLA takes stands on legal issues of importance to the LGBT community, files amicus briefs, works to foster the development of local LGBT bar associations, evaluates the fitness of nominees to the bench, and sponsors the annual Lavender Law conference, which this year is in New York City in October.


Becoming an affiliate member of NLGLA will provide Sac L.E.G.A.L. with national exposure as individual members and other affiliate organizations learn of Sac L.E.G.A.L.’s presence in Sacramento.  Additionally, as an affiliate member, Sac L.E.G.A.L. will be in a position to influence NLGLA’s role as liaison to both the ABA and the ABA Law Student Division.   (For more information on NLGLA, visit its website:  www.nlgla.org.)


Though this latest development is on a national scale, Sac L.E.G.A.L. still maintains its focus at the local level.   On May 15, 2003, Sac L.E.G.A.L. will hold its annual Spring Mixer.  If last year’s Mixer is any indication, this year’s will be an event you will not want to miss.  Look for details soon.  Additionally, on June 28, 2003 at 10:00 a.m., Sac L.E.G.A.L. will offer a community-wide Domestic Partners’ Rights seminar at the Lambda Center, featuring Lori McBride from the Secretary of State’s Office, and Lori Ovesen from Farmers Insurance.  Also this summer,               Sac L.E.G.A.L. will organize an MCLE Event on Employment Law.  Finally, later this year,        Sac L.E.G.A.L. will sponsor the 3rd Annual Tipping the Scales for Justice, the fundraiser for the National Center for Lesbian Rights and the Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund.  This year’s event will be on September 11, 2003 at a local art gallery.





 





Upcoming Events





April 25, 2003


Jeffery Poilé Gay and Lesbian 


Civil Rights Scholarship Reception 


5:30 to 7:00 p.m.


McGeorge House


McGeorge School of Law








May 1, 2003


Sacramento County Bar Association’s


Protect and Defend Program


6:00 to 10:00 p.m.


Sacramento Double Tree Hotel


2001 Point West Way








May 15, 2003


Annual Sac L.E.G.A.L. Spring Mixer


5:30 to 8:30 p.m.


 J Lee Restaurant


2516  J  Street








May 13, 2003


Darrel Steinberg Fundraiser


6:00 to 8:00 p.m.


Home of John Bennett & Tod Pritchett


6399 South Land Park Drive








June 28, 2003


Domestic Partners: More Than A Label


10:00 a.m.


A seminar open to the public regarding the rights and duties of domestic partners.


Sacramento Lambda Center








September 11, 2003


3rd Annual Tipping The Scales of Justice Fundraiser 


To benefit NCLR  and 


Lambda Legal Defense Education Fund





�


� �





Assembly Bill 205, 


The Next Best Thing


By Todd Vlaanderen





While Assembly Bill 205 will not establish same gender marriages, it will do the next best thing.  If this bill passes into law, beginning on     January 1, 2005 the rights and responsibilities of marriage will be extended to persons registered with the California Secretary of State as domestic partners.





AB 205, The California Domestic Partner Rights and Responsibilities Act of 2003, was introduced by Assembly Members Goldberg, Kehoe, Koretz, Laird and Leno.  Its principal coauthors are Assembly Member Wesson and Senator Kuehl.  Other coauthors include Assembly Members Bermudez, Chu, Diaz, Dymally, Firebaugh, Frommer, Hancock, Levine, Lieber, Longville, Lowenthal, Nation, Nunez, Oropeza, Pavley, Steinberg, Vargas, and Yee and Senators Burton, Cedillo, Romero, and Vasconcellos.  Quite a list!





One of the most important parts of the bill adds Section 297.5 to the California Family Code and provides that registered domestic partners shall have the same rights, protections, and benefits, and shall be subject to the same responsibilities, obligations, and duties under law, as are granted to and imposed upon spouses in a civil marriage.  That is a mouth full, and there is more, so I will simply refer to them as the rights and responsibilities of spouses.  AB205 makes the rights and responsibilities of domestic partners the same as former spouses and surviving spouses following the termination of the domestic partnership and the death of one of the partners.  The bill also specifically makes the rights and responsibilities of registered domestic partners the same as spouses, including former and surviving spouses, with respect to a child of either of them.





While the bill can not extend to domestic partners the same rights that spouses have under federal law, it does require the State of California to treat registered domestic partners the same as Assembly Bill 205 Continued 





spouses in circumstances where current California law relies upon provisions of federal law in a way that would otherwise cause registered domestic partners to be treated differently than spouses.  This includes permitting registered domestic partners to file joint or separate state tax returns.  





California public agencies will be also be prohibited from discriminating against any person or couple on the ground that the person or couple is in a registered domestic partnership rather than in a civil marriage, and spouses rights regarding nondiscrimination will be extended to domestic partners as well.  It also recognizes similar “legal unions” formed in other states as valid California domestic partnerships.   





California Superior Courts will be granted jurisdiction over all proceedings governing the dissolution and nullity of domestic partnerships, and the legal separation of domestic partners.  These proceedings will follow the same procedures as the equivalent proceedings with respect to marriage.  





Because these are some significant changes to the rights and responsibilities of domestic partnerships, the California Secretary of State will be required to send a letter on 3 separate, times registered domestic partners informing them of these changes, as specified.  





AB205 passed the Assembly Judiciary Committee on a 9 to 4 vote on April 1st and has been referred to the Assembly Committee on Appropriations.  This is an important piece of legislation so please contact your legislators and tell them that they need to vote for this bill.  It would also be helpful to contact Assembly Members George Nakano (Torrance/El Segundo) and Hanna-Beth Jackson (central coast).  They can be reached by phone at 916-319-2053 and 916-319-2035.  Their email addresses are � HYPERLINK "mailto:Assemblymember.Nakano@assembly.ca.gov" ��Assemblymember.Nakano@assembly.ca.gov� and � HYPERLINK "mailto:Assemblymember.Jackson@assembly.ca.gov" ��Assemblymember.Jackson@assembly.ca.gov�.   





Federal Bar Association





The Sacramento Chapter of the Federal Bar Association would like you to know that, if you are a federal practitioner and are not currently a member of the FBA, you are missing out!  At least once a year the FBA holds a “Sidebar” with a judge or judges from the local federal bench, and other notable members of the bar (e.g., US attorney, congressmen, etc.) in order to mix and mingle after hours in an atmosphere designed to develop collegiality between practitioners and the judiciary.  


On March 25th the FBA held a luncheon regarding the new Sarbanes-Oxley Act at the Firehouse, followed by a special Law Day celebration including the new “Protect & Defend” civics project.  We have a special luncheon featuring McGeorge Dean Rindkopf Parker planned in early May, and we are also holding receptions for retiring Magistrate Judge Moulds and newly appointed Magistrate Judge Kim Mueller.   The summer features our Annual Constitutional Law luncheon program on recent Supreme Court decisions featuring Professors Kelso and Brownstein.  Other events are put on throughout the year.  Membership ensures that you receive notification of all events, an exclusive invitation to at least one “Sidebar,” as well as your subscription to The Federal Lawyer magazine (published 10 times a year), and other benefits.  For an application for membership go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.fedbar.org" ��www.fedbar.org� or contact Joanna Mendoza at (916) 442-1111.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS





Jane Pearce has moved her law offices to 1430 Alhambra Blvd., 


Sacramento, CA     95816.


Her phone number is (916) 452-3883, and her fax number is (916) 452-3881.  














A LITTLE GAY HISTORY:


PART TWO


By Dianne Robbins





I was inspired a few issues ago to do a little research on gay and lesbian history when I saw an obituary for Harry Hay, one of the founders of the Mattachine Society.  Mattachine, primarily comprised of gay men, was formed at the same time its lesbian counterpart was flourishing – The Daughters of Bilitis.





One of the things that I found particularly interesting in my research was the fact that in the early days of the Gay Civil Rights Movement, our community was marked by a pretty strict separation between gay men and lesbians.  Over the years, this gap has certainly been bridged, as can be seen in almost every organization in our community today: gay men and lesbians working side by side, serving the community together.  This is, perhaps, the greatest strength of or community – that we have been able to come together, male and female, working as partners on issues that concern us both, making a safer and more hospitable world for all of us.  So, in the spirit of equality, I wanted to share some of my findings about the Daughters of Bilitis.





The Daughters of Bilitis was the first national lesbian organization founded by the famous couple Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon.  The term "Daughters of Bilitis" comes from French author Pierre Louys's early 20th-century � HYPERLINK "http://bn.bfast.com/booklink/click?sourceid=3688&ISBN=0486256707" \t "_blank" �Songs of Bilitis,� which included love poems between women.  From its modest beginnings with eight members in 1955, the Daughters of Bilitis grew into a major force, helping lesbians meet outside of bars, documenting their lives, and promoting civil rights. D.O.B. soon opened chapters in a dozen U.S. cities and even Melbourne, Australia. Its first national convention, in San Francisco in 1960, was well attended, despite unwanted publicity. Perhaps even more significant, the organization published � HYPERLINK "http://netscape.planetout.com/news/history/archive/ladder.html" �The Ladder,� a national newsletter for lesbians.  ��D.O.B. and The Ladder attracted other well-known women, one of the most famous being 


Gay History Continued





Lorraine Hansberry.  Hansberrry is probably best known for her play A Raisin in the Sun, which was inspired by her family’s real-life struggle for civil rights and their legal battle against Jim Crow laws.  When the play debuted on Broadway in 1959, she became an instant celebrity. Not only was she the first black woman writer to have a play produced on Broadway, she was also the first black person--and only the fifth woman--to win the New York Drama Critics Circle award. Around 1957, Hansberry joined the Daughters of Bilitis and began receiving The Ladder.  Two lengthy letters were published in The Ladder in May and August of 1957 under the initials L.H.N. and L.N., respectively. Both letters are believed to have been written by Hansberry. The letters applauded the growing West Coast homophile movement and mused on butch-femme culture and the gaps between lesbians and gay men. 





Thankfully, because of the work started by many brave gay men and lesbians 50 years ago, the gaps between us have been bridged, closed and are largely a thing of our past. Gay men and lesbians working together are a powerful force today, in the political arena as well as in our daily lives.  One final note: Del and Phyllis celebrated their 50th Anniversary this year: Happy Anniversary, and thank you.











Several LGBT Bills introduced in CAlifornia legislature


By Eric Astacaan and Andrea Jackson	





A number of bills have been introduced in the California State Legislature this session that affect the LGBT community, and the LGBT Caucus (Assembly Speaker Pro Tempore Christine Kehoe – Chair, Senator Sheila James Kuehl, Assembly Members Jackie Goldberg, Mark Leno and John Laird) has named four bills its top priority.





AB 205 (Goldberg)


Domestic Partner Rights and Responsibilities Act of 2003


This bill would expand significantly the rights and responsibilities currently provided to registered domestic partners and their families to include nearly all the legal rights, benefits, responsibilities, duties, and obligations under state law currently available only to married couples.  It is set to be heard April 1st in the Assembly Judiciary Committee.  


AB 17 (Kehoe) 


Equal Benefits in State Contracts


This bill would prohibit a state agency from contracting with businesses that discriminate in providing employment benefits between an employee with a spouse and an employee with a registered domestic partner.  It just passed the Assembly Judiciary Committee vote on April 1st.


AB 196 (Leno) – 


Gender Nondiscrimination Bill 


AB 196 would prohibit gender-based discrimination in employment and housing.  This bill, which was vetoed last year, just passed its last committee vote.  


AB 458 (Chu)


Foster Youth Anti-Discrimination Act of 2003


 Assembly Member Chu is bringing back this bill again this year.  AB 458 would extend the rights of a foster child to have fair and equal access to all services, placement, care, treatment, and


LGBT Bills Continued


benefits, and to not be subjected to discrimination or harassment on the basis of actual or perceived race, ethnic group identification, ancestry, national origin, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or mental or physical disability. This bill would also require training for administrators, licensing personnel, licensed foster parents, and relative caretakers to include training about this right.  This bill has been set for hearing in the Assembly Human Services Committee on April 8th.


There are a host of additional bills that would affect the LGBT community both positively and negatively.  If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Eric Astacaan, staff to the LGBT Caucus, at 319-2047.  
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