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SACRAMENTO LAWYERS FOR THE EQUALITY OF GAYS AND LESBIANS
(Sac L.E.G.A.L.)

AND

McGEORGE SCHOOL OF LAW LAMBDA LAW STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

PRESENT
SHANNON MINTER, ESQ.

Senior Staff Attorney, National Center for Lesbian Rights
 “Standing up for Ourselves:

Standing in California and the Smith  decision”

San Francisco Judge Rules Lesbian Partner Has Standing to Bring Wrongful Death Action
When:
Tuesday, November 6, 2001, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. (Reception to follow)

Where:
McGeorge School of Law Lecture Hall, 3200 Fifth Avenue
Cost:
$25 per person (Sac L.E.G.A.L. members $15)

***** 1.0 Hours of MCLE Credit Pending*****

All Net Proceeds will Benefit
The William R. Knudson Memorial Scholarship  and  Breaking Barriers

To register, please fill out and return with a check made payable to Sac L.E.G.A.L.

1008 Tenth Street, #515 Sacramento, CA 95814

NAME __________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________

PHONE _________________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL _________________________________________________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $________________
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 10
October 11
Sac L.E.G.A.L. Annual Meeting
Unity and Justice for All
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Carroll, Burdick & McDonough
Pannell Community Center

2100 21st Street
2450 Meadowview Road

All members encouraged to attend
Free and open to the public

October 17
October 24
Tipping the Scales for Justice
Unity Dinner

6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m. No-Host Bar; 7:00 p.m. Dinner

Club 21
Sacramento Hilton

1119 21st Street
2200 Harvard Street

Tickets:  $50
Tickets:  $45

Co-Sponsored by SAC L.E.G.A.L
Come sit at the SAC L.E.G.A.L. Table

******For more information on any of these events, e-mail Dianne Robbins at drobb@cwo.com******
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The Board of Directors of Sac L.E.G.A.L. says Thank You!!

Note from the Co-Chair 


By Dianne Robbins


Greetings Members:


This has been an active and exciting year for Sac L.E.G.A.L., and since your Board’s term is drawing to a close, I would like to thank each Board member: Co-chair Alan LoFaso, Secretary Marc Koenigsberg, Treasurer Jane Pearce, Members-at-Large Kearse McGill and Dawn Whitney and law student representatives Henry Martin and Amanda Day.


As a result of a very successful membership drive, Sac L.E.G.A.L. now boasts 52 fully paid members. With your help we were able to bring you bi-monthly newsletters, provide written support for AB 25, co-sponsor the Heartstrong event, contribute to the Unity Bar Diversity Career Forum, co-sponsor the upcoming NCLR/Lambda Legal Defense fund-raiser with both a cash donation and in-kind assistance. In addition, we were able to present two well-attended social events, and are pleased to offer what promises to be an informative MCLE seminar in November (see inside for details). Finally, mark your calendars for the 2001 Holiday Party, scheduled for December 14, 2001 (location to be announced).


None of this would be possible without the support and involvement of you the members. I urge all members to attend the Annual Meeting on Wednesday, October 10 at 5:30 p.m. at Carroll, Burdick & McDonough, located at 2100 21st Street. We will be electing next year’s Board of Directors, so please attend and give your input or you may even consider serving as a Board member.  








Parcel Plus +


	Mail Boxes


	Notary * Keys


	Metered Mailing


	Greeting Cards


		 Fax Service


		     3104  “ O” Street				Quality Copies


  Sacramento, CA 95816	International  &


                                               At the corner of Alhambra & “O” 	Domestic Shipping


                                           916-731-4440 * Fax 731-7242 	Packaging Supplies


























Assembly Bill 25 


M. Jane Pearce





By January 1, 2002, we may have new meaning for domestic partners.  Assembly Bill 25 is now on the Governor’s desk awaiting his signature.  If signed by the Governor, AB25 will provide some concrete benefits to registered domestic partners.  It also expands the definition of domestic partners to include opposite sex couples if one or both of them are over the age of 62.  Previously both partners were required to be over age 62.  It will affect our legal advice in the areas of probate, family, insurance, employment and personal injury law.  As practitioners, we need to be aware of the coming changes in procedure and substantive rights.  This bill is a must read.





As I await its hopeful passage into law, I remember a paper I wrote for my family law class almost twenty years ago.  I questioned the public policy behind the rights and obligations automatically bestowed on couples who marry, which, therefore, were automatically denied to couples who do not or cannot marry.





Continued on page 2





Assembly Bill 25 
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Perhaps it was a matter of first impression for my professor.  Perhaps the paper was not well written.  It was an open-ended, write something about family law that interests you kind of assignment.





Frankly, not a lot interested me about husbands and wives arguing over the sofa, the Saab or their son.  But, why were Bill and Susan arguing these disputes in the courts and Dave and Adam were not?  Dave and Adam seemed to have exactly the same issues to resolve when they separated and exactly the same interests to protect before separating.





I listed less than ten, very obvious (to me) benefits available only to those who marry.  Some were federal rights, some were state rights.  They included spousal privilege not to testify, social security benefits, wrongful death suit standing.  My professor’s only comments were “Interesting.  What other benefits?”





Since then, of course, someone has counted more than 1000 benefits available to those who marry.  AB25 grants a few rights to registered domestic partners.  One part of the bill will have substantial impact immediately by allowing partners to use the adoption procedure now available only to step-parents.





As with entering marriage, domestic partners may choose whether to register their relationship with the State or not.  The benefits come only with the registration.





It is a small step, but Dave and Adam may soon have a choice similar to Bill and Susan’s.  If willing to make a public declaration of their commitment, a few benefits, along with a few responsibilities, will be recognized by the State.





Whatever your view of the institution of marriage, make room for that of the domestic partnership.  Soon there may be a choice.








McGeorge Launches G/L/B/T


Civil Rights Scholarship


Larry Levine


McGeorge School of Law has become one of a handful of American law schools to offer a student scholarship earmarked for those who seek to use their legal training to further the civil rights of the g/l/b/t community.  The 
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Scholarship 
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William R. Knudson Memorial Scholarship, named for a gay McGeorge alumnus who (along with his partner) perished in a January 2000 plane crash, has become a source of great pride for the law school.


McGeorge has come along way since my arrival in 1985.  It would be something of an understatement to say that McGeorge was not a welcoming place for gays and lesbians back then.   Anti-gay epithets were not uncommon and only the bravest of souls had the fortitude to be "out." I recall a high level administrator referring to "queers" in the presence of several of us faculty members (and, trust me, he never would have imagined a day when "queer" would have a non-pejorative usage.) Further, legal issues of particular importance to the g/l/b/t community were virtually ignored in class.


Much has changed at McGeorge and the Knudson scholarship is the latest step.  McGeorge can now boast about having openly gay faculty and staff;  offering a course dedicated to the legal rights of lesbians, gay, bisexuals and transgenders; providing domestic partner benefits to staff and faculty and;  having an increasingly vibrant Lambda organization.


The alumni response to the Knudson scholarship has been wonderful.  So many folks,  many of whom had not given to McGeorge in the past, contributed generously to this cause.  We have received nearly $50,000 in donations and we hope to double the amount in the next couple years so that the Knudson Scholarship will be one of the largest at the law school.


McGeorge is currently planning an event for later this fall to celebrate the first scholarship gift.   Let me know if you wish to attend.


For further information about this scholarship contact either John McIntyre, McGeorge's Director of Development, at 916-739-7152, or me, Lawrence C. Levine UOP -- McGeorge School of Law at 


916-739-7155.














ANNOUNCEMENTS


  Is it your dream to have a full-time estate planning practice (30-40% G/L)?  Now for sale by a retiring sole practitioner is a self-sustaining turn-key EP practice (planning, trusts and TR administration, wills and probate) in a garden-like environment outside of downtown Sacramento.  Please write to P O Box 22993, Sacramento 95822 or FAX 916/399 1285 to express your interest and describe your�background.
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