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I. Introduction

This paper analyses a secondary school student’s recording of the shopping list from Swan and Smith (1987, p.265), discusses the pronunciation features of the student, and suggests adaptations to the Swan and Smith’s shopping list for local secondary school students who learn English as a foreign language.

II. Analysis of the Student’s Recording of the Shopping List from Swan and Smith (1987)

This section analyses focuses on eight of the lines on the shopping list that have the most interesting pronunciation features of the student. The analysis is done in the ensuing two-column table, one for the lines concerned and the other for comments.

	
	Transcriptions
	Comments

	1
	If you’re going /((((((/ shopping John /((((/

          
	/((((((/ is produced as /(((((((/; /((((/ is produced as /((((/



	2
	Could you /(((/ get me these /((((/ few things /((((/ please /(((((/


	/(((/ is produced as strong form /(((/ and the initial /(/ does not coalesces with the final /(/ of the preceding ‘could’ to give /((/; /((((/ is produced as /(((/; /((((/ is produced as /((((/; /(((((/ is produced as /(((/.



	3
	Six /((((/ tins /((((/ of mixed /(((((/ pickles /((((((/
	/((((/ is produced as /(((/; /((((/ is produced as /((((/; /(((((/ is produced as /(((((/; /((((((/ is produced as /((((((/

	4
	Half a carton /((((((/ of large tomatoes /((((((((((/(//((((((((((/


	/((((((((((/ is produced as /(((((((((((/

	5
	Four sorts /(((((/ of corn; eight paper plates /((((((/


	/(((((/ is produced as /(((((/; /((((((/ is produced as /((((((/

	6
	A whole Dover /(((((/ sole


	/(((((/ is produced as /(((((/

	7
	If you are sure it’s pure /((((/


	/((((/ is produced as /(((/

	8
	And a measure /(((((/ of orange juice


	/(((((/ is produced as /(((((/


III. The Pronunciation Features of the Student

This section discusses the pronunciation features of the student, with reference to speech sounds and syllable structure.

In general, the student could read the passage fluently with satisfactory stress and intonation. The major pronunciation problems found in the recording were initially commented in the table in Section II and will be discussed as follow.

The first problem was extra syllable. /(((/ in ‘going’ was produced as /((((/ and /((/ in ‘John’ was produced as /(((/. The second problem was wrong order of syllables /(/ and /(/. /((/ in ‘sorts’ and ‘plates’ was produced as /((/. The third problem referred to the consonant /(/ in final position. As seen in transcriptions including ‘these’, ‘things, ‘please’, ‘six’, ‘tins’, ‘pickles’, and ‘tomatoes’, the student produced /(/ rather than /(/. The student showed similar problem in /(/ and /(/ in ‘these’ and /(/ and /(/ in ‘measure’. All these consonants are fricatives in English. The fourth problem lied in the missing of /(/ in ‘six’ and ‘mixed’. The fourth problem was deleted syllable. /((((/ in ‘six’ was produced as /(((/, /(((((/ in ‘mixed’ produced as /((((/, /((((/ in ‘pure’ produced as /(((/ (see Deterding & Poedjosoedarmo, 1998, p.134). The fifth problem was about consonant clusters. Initial clusters /((/ in ‘please’ was produced as /(/ (see Deterding & Poedjosoedarmo, 1998, pp.88-90). The sixth problem was about the weak form of ‘you’. ‘You’ /(((/ in ‘could you’ is produced as strong form /(((/. The initial /(/ does not coalesces with the final /(/ of the preceding ‘could’ to give /((/ (see Deterding & Poedjosoedarmo, 1998, p.134). The last problem is simply a mispronunciation of ‘Dover’ as /(((((/ instead of /(((((/.

Out of these problems, I found four of them particularly interesting. First, the student added extra consonants sounds to words like ‘going’ and ‘John’. Second, the student changed the order of the final consonant cluster /((/ to /((/. Third, the student made repeated mistakes in producing /(/ in final position as /(/. Fourth, the student missed some syllables that are not shown in the spellings of the words.

IV. Adaptations to the Shopping List for the Student

Adaptations may need to include at least some of the above-mentioned problems such as initial consonant clusters, final consonant clusters, fricatives, and deleted syllables. They may be useful and necessary as they may help further explore the student’s ability in pronouncing different consonant clusters, fricatives, deleted syllables. Extra lines on the shopping list, though not relevant to the context, may highlight these specific pronunciation problems of the student. Some examples may include the following:

For consonant clusters:

· ‘she is praying /(((((((/ for peace.’

· ‘Sophie from flat /((((/ 10 called’

For fricatives:

· ‘she took her cat to a local garage /(((((((/’

· ‘they /(((/ think /((((/ that /(((/ they /(((/ are thoughtful /(((((((/’

For deleted syllables:

· ‘he went to a music /(((((((/ lesson’

· ‘in fact /((((/, it’s not that /(((/ difficult.’

V. Conclusion

From the analysis it was found that the student’s pronunciation problems were largely on consonant clusters, fricatives, and deleted syllables. They seem to be common errors made by local EFL students as they rarely find them, like consonant clusters, in Cantonese on the one hand, and they have difficulty in identifying some fricatives and hidden syllables from the spellings of the words.
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