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I. Introduction


This paper aims at analyzing and interpreting David Metraux’s text (Appendix A) on his stay in Hong Kong as an exchange student vis-à-vis systemic functional grammar. Section II divides the text into clauses complexes and clauses. Section III analyzes the text for the three metafunctions of language simultaneously, including transitivity, mood and modality, and theme and rheme, in a box diagram. Section IV analyzes the pattern of thematic progression of the text. Section V briefly elucidates the thematic drift of the text. Section VI interprets the analysis of the three metafunctions of language of the text. Frequencies and patterns of choices and the way they help construct this kind of text are discussed. Section VII concludes the paper.

II. Clause Division of the Text: David Metraux’s Travelogue

NB 1: Where there is ellipsis and it is necessary to retrieve part of the clause from a preceding one for a full analysis, the ellipsed constituents are set in block capitals after a ^ (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000).

NB 2: The verbal group in each clause is in italics, including the verbal groups in embedded clauses (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000).

NB 3: The Subject in each clause is in bold type and the Finite is underlined (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000). 

	CC A
	cl.  1
	The story of [[how I ended up in Hong Kong]] is rather interesting.

	CC B
	cl.  2
	In the summer of 1998, I heard

	
	cl.  3
	that my father was going to spend a year 

	
	cl.  4
	teaching in Japan.

	CC C
	cl.  5
	I was intrigued by his decision,

	
	cl.  6
	And I wished 

	
	cl.  7
	I could do something that intriguing as well.

	CC D
	cl.  8
	I then remembered

	
	cl.  9
	that Syracuse had international programs

	
	cl.  10
	and that day I went down to the study abroad office

	
	cl.  11
	and ^I applied.

	CC E
	cl.  12
	A few months later I was in Hong Kong!

	CC F
	cl.  13 
	I spent the spring semester of 1999 at City University of Hong Kong,

	
	cl.  14
	where I studied many aspects of Chinese culture, an entirely new and fascinating subject for me.

	CC G
	cl.  15
	I also became quite fascinated with the city itself,

	
	cl.  16 
	and ^I spent many a night 

	
	cl.  17
	walking around the city

	
	cl.  18 
	getting a feel for its character.

	CC H
	cl.  19 
	If I could choose one place 

	
	cl.  20
	to live right now,

	
	cl.  21
	it would be Hong Kong.

	CC I
	cl.  22
	I greatly miss the cosmopolitan nature of the city and the fast-paced, yet cultural, feeling [[that seems to grab hold of you.]]

	CC J
	cl.  23
	They say

	
	cl.  24
	that college is the best time of your life,

	
	cl.  25
	and my best time in college was Hong Kong.


III. Box Diagram Analysis for the Three Metafunctions of Language of the Text
CC A  cl.  1   

Independent clause  The story of [[how I ended up in Hong Kong]]             is               rather interesting.

	Experiential 
	Carrier
	Process: relational attributive
	Attribute  

	Interpersonal declarative mood
	Subject
	Finite: present +
	Predicator
	Complement 

	
	Mood Block
	Residue

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC B   cl.  2

Independent clause   In the summer of 1998,        I         heard   
	Experiential 
	Circumstance: location: temporal
	Senser
	Process: mental: perception

	Interpersonal declarative mood
	Adjunct
	Subject
	Finite: past +
	Predicator

	
	Residue
	Mood block
	Residue

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC B  cl.  3

Independent clause   that   my father   was going to    spend    a year

	Experiential
	
	Actor 
	Process: material
	Goal 

	Interpersonal 

declarative mood
	
	Subject 
	Finite: Past +
	Predicator
	Complement 

	
	
	Mood Block
	Residue

	Textual
	Textual 
	Topical 
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


CC B  CL.  4

Dependent clause    teaching         in Japan.

	Experiential 
	Process: material
	Circumstance: location: spatial

	Interpersonal 

non-finite clause:

no Mood Block
	Predicator 
	Adjunct 

	
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Rheme 


CC C   cl.  5    

Independent clause    I        was          intrigued      by his decision,

	Experiential
	Goal 
	Process: material
	Actor 

	Interpersonal 

declarative mood 
	Subject 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC C   cl.  6

Independent clause    And     I       wished

	Experiential 
	
	Senser 
	Process: mental

	Interpersonal 

declarative mood
	
	Subject 
	Finite: Past +
	Predicator 

	
	
	Mood Block
	Residue

	Textual 
	Textual 
	Topical
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


CC C   cl.  7

Dependent clause    I      could                 do          something that intriguing as well.

	Experiential 
	Actor 
	Process: material
	Goal 

	Interpersonal 

declarative mood
	Subject 
	Finite: past model +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC D    cl.  8

Independent clause    I           then         remembered

	Experiential 
	Senser 
	
	Process: mental

	Interpersonal 
declarative mood
	Subject 
	Adjunct 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 

	
	Mood Block
	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC D    cl.  9    

Dependent clause     that   Syracuse         had                            international programs

	Experiential
	
	Carrier: possessor
	Relational: attributive: possessive
	Attributive: possessed

	Interpersonal 
declarative mood
	
	Subject 
	Finite: past +
	predicator
	Complement 

	
	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual
	Textual 
	Topical 
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


CC D     cl.  10 

Independent clause   and     that day                      I        went down                to the study abroad office

	Experiential 
	
	Circumstance: location: temporal 
	Actor 
	Process: material 
	Circumstance: location: spatial 

	Interpersonal
declarative mood
	
	Adjunct 
	Subject 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	
	Residue
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual
	Textual 
	Topical 
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


CC D     cl.  11

Independent clause     and     ^I        applied

	Experiential 
	
	Actor 
	Process: material

	Interpersonal 
declarative mood
	
	Subject 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 

	
	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Textual 
	Topical 
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


CC E     cl.  12

Independent clause     A few months later      I            was                                    in Hong Kong!

	Experiential 
	Circumstance: location: temporal 
	Carrier 
	Process: relational attributive circumstantial
	Attribute: circumstance

	Interpersonal
declarative mood
	Adjunct 
	Subject 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 
	Adjunct 

	
	Residue
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC F     cl.  13

Independent clause     I     spent                 the spring semester of 1999   at City University of Hong Kong,

	Experiential 
	Actor 
	Process: material
	Goal 
	Circumstance: location: spatial

	Interpersonal
declarative mood
	Subject 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 
	Complement 
	Adjunct 

	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC F     cl.  14

Dependent clause   where  I      studied                many aspects of Chinese culture, an entirely new and fascinating subject for me.

	Experiential 
	
	Actor 
	Process: material 
	Range 

	Interpersonal 
declarative mood
	
	Subject 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Textual 
	Topical 
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


CC G     cl.  15

Independent clause     I           also       became                                   quite fascinated with the city itself.

	Experiential 
	Carrier 
	
	Process: relational attributive
	Attribute 

	Interpersonal 
declarative mood
	Subject 
	Adjunct 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	Mood Block
	Residue 
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC G     cl.  16   

Independent clause    and    ^I         spent                  many a night

	Experiential 
	
	Actor 
	Process: material 
	Range 

	Interpersonal 
declarative mood
	
	Subject 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Textual 
	Topical 
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


CC G     cl.  17 

Dependent clause      walking        around the city

	Experiential 
	Process: material 
	Circumstance: location: spatial

	Interpersonal non-finite
clause: no Mood Block
	Predicator 
	Adjunct 

	
	Residue

	Textual 
	Rheme 


CC G      cl.  18

Dependent clause     getting           a feel for its character.

	Existential 
	Process: material 
	Goal 

	Interpersonal non-finite
clause: no Mood Block
	Predicator 
	Complement  

	
	Residue

	Textual 
	Rheme 


CC H     cl.  19

Dependent clause      If     I          could choose                 one place

	Experiential 
	
	Actor 
	Process: material 
	Goal 

	Interpersonal declarative mood
	Adjunct 
	Subject 
	Finite: modal +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	Residue 
	Mood Block 
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Textual 
	Topical 
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


CC H     cl.  20

Dependent clause      to live          right now,

	Experiential 
	Process: material 
	Circumstance: location: temporal

	Interpersonal non-finite
clause: no Mood Block
	Predicator 
	Adjunct   

	
	Residue

	Textual 
	Rheme 


CC H     cl.  21

Independent clause     it      would             be                   Hong Kong.

	Experiential 
	token
	Process: relational identifying
	Value 

	Interpersonal 
declarative mood
	Subject 
	Finite: modal +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC I     cl.  22

Independent clause  I       greatly              miss               the cosmopolitan   and the fast-paced, yet cultural, feeling nature of the city   [[that seems to grab hold of you.]]

	Experiential 
	Senser 
	Circumstance: manner
	Process: mental
	Phenomenon (1) 
	Phenomenon (2)

	Interpersonal declarative mood
	Subject  
	Mood adjunct 
	Finite: present +
	Predicator
	Complement (1)
	Complement (2)

	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC J     cl.  23

Independent clause     They     say

	Experiential 
	Sayer 
	Process: verbal

	Interpersonal declarative mood
	Subject 
	Finite: present +
	Predicator 

	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Theme 
	Rheme 


CC J     cl.  24

Dependent clause    that   college      is                                       the best time of your life,

	Experiential 
	
	Carrier 
	Process: relational attributive circumstantial
	Attributive: circumstance

	Interpersonal declarative mood
	
	Subject 
	Finite: present +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Textual 
	Topical 
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


CC J     cl.  25

Independent clause     and    my best time in college     was                                 Hong Kong.

	Experiential 
	
	Carrier 
	Process: relational attributive circumstantial 
	Attributive: circumstance

	Interpersonal declarative mood
	
	Subject 
	Finite: past +
	Predicator 
	Complement 

	
	
	Mood Block
	Residue 

	Textual 
	Textual 
	Topical 
	Rheme 

	
	Theme 
	


IV. Patterns of Thematic Progression
The sequences or patterns of unmarked topical Themes help develop paragraphs and the overall method of development of texts. The marked Themes often signal a shift to new stage in a text. In Metraux’s text, the marked Themes include ‘In the summer of 1998’, ‘that day’, and ‘A few months later’. All these indicate a shift to another stage. CC A, CC F, and CC H are the first clause complex in each paragraph. They signal what the paragraph is about and the writer’s point of departure for what will come next (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000). 

	Clause
	Textual Theme
	Topical Theme 
	Rheme 

	1 
	
	The story of [[how I ended up in Hong Kong]]  
	is rather interesting.

	2 
	
	In the summer of 1998,
	I heard

	3 
	that
	my father    
	was going to spend a year

	4 
	
	
	teaching in Japan.

	5 
	
	I
	was intrigued by his decision, 

	6 
	and 
	I
	wished

	7 
	
	I
	could do something that intriguing as well.

	8 
	
	I
	then remembered

	9 
	that
	Syracuse
	had international programs

	10 
	and
	that day
	I went down to the study abroad office

	11 
	and
	^I
	applied.

	12 
	
	A few months later
	I was in Hong Kong!

	13 
	
	I
	spent the spring semester of 1999 at City University of Hong Kong,

	14 
	where
	I
	studied many aspects of Chinese culture, an entirely new and fascinating subject for me.

	15 
	
	I
	also became quite fascinated with the city itself,

	16 
	and
	^I
	spent many a night

	17 
	
	
	walking around the city

	18 
	
	
	getting a feel for its character.

	19 
	If
	I
	could choose one place

	20 
	
	
	to live right now,

	21 
	
	it
	would be Hong Kong.

	22 
	
	I
	greatly miss the cosmopolitan nature of the city and the fast-paced, yet cultural, feeling [[that seems to grab hold of you.]]

	23 
	
	They
	say

	24 
	that
	college
	is the best time of your life,

	25 
	and
	my best time in college
	was Hong Kong.


V. Thematic Drift

In Metraux’s text, textual Themes include and, that, where, if. Topical Themes include circumstance (In the summer of 1998, that day, A few months later) and participant (The story of [[how I ended up in Hong Kong]], my father, I, Syracuse, it, They, college, my best time in college). From this examination of thematic choices, Metraux is concerned with time and with himself as Actor singularly. (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000). 

VI. Interpretation of the Analysis of the Three Metafunctions of Language of the Text

A. Interpreting Context 


Interpreting context means to understand the contextual features from the extralinguistic world that make the text what it is (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000).

1. Investigating Field / Transitivity 

Material processes and Actor/Goal participant roles help retell the actions of Metraux while the circumstances of time relate to the concern of past events set in time. Relational identifying and relational attributive processes help realize classification and description. In the identifying clauses, ‘Hong Kong’ is realized as value. In the attributive clauses, ‘The story’, ‘Syracuse’, ‘I’ (Metraux), ‘it’ (a place to live), ‘college’, and ‘my (Metraux’s) best time in college’ are carriers and descriptive aspects are attribute. The circumstances realize meanings about when and where. These are vital aspects of a personal recount.

Most processes are material (could do, went down, applied, spent, studied, walking, getting, could choose, to live). There are also some relational processes (was, is, would be, became, had) and a few mental processes (heard, remembered, miss). The only verbal process is found in clause 23 (say).
Metraux is the Actor in almost all the material clauses. He is also the Senser in the mental clauses and in some relational clauses. 

The circumstances are to do with the temporal events (such as right now), spatial events (such as the study abroad office), and manner (greatly)
Most of the text uses simple past tense but the first clause in the first paragraph are clauses 23 and 24 in the last paragraph are foregrounded by the use of the simple present tense.
2. Investigating Tenor / Mood and Modality

The Subject/Finite relationship is a sign of the interaction taking place in the discourse by establishing the message as statement, question, or command. In the exchange of information, the Subject and Finite are both present or can be easily recovered from the preceeding text. The order of Subject and Finite in the Mood Block shows whether information is given or demanded (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000). In the text, Metraux presents information to the reader, as the Subject always preceeds the Finite, and the Finite, which is almost always past tense, is usually mapped on to the same word as the Event. He was making statements. And all finite clauses are declarative, giving information. 

3. Investigating Mode / Theme and Rheme

The analysis of the Theme choices contributes to an overall sense of what the text is about. The marked Themes give prominence to circumstances of time, thus helping to shape the text as a personal recount. And the unmarked Themes help maintain a focus on participants. The only dependent clause (cl. 19) in Theme position signals a separate stage, moving from a recount of past events to the writer’s evaluative comments. The sequence of the events is highlighted by the conjunctions, including ‘and’, ‘that’, and ‘where’, functioning as textual Themes in the clauses.
At the level of clause complex the first clause is regarded as thematic. In Metraux’s text, the entire clauses 19 and 20 can be regarded as Theme for the clause 21. Each paragraph may also be a Theme: The first clause or the first clause complex signals what the paragraph is concerned with, the writer’s point of departure for what will come next. This part is also called the topic structure. In Metraux’s text, these topic sentences include clause 1, clauses 13 and 14, as well as clauses 19, 20, and 21 (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000).
B. Cohesion

Cohesion deals with devices that give a text texture. Cohesive devices include the lexical devices of repetition, semantic relations, equivalence and semblance as well as the grammatical devices of reference, substitution and ellipsis (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000). In Metraux’s text, in one form or another, he is Theme for almost all the clauses. The Metraux chain is an identity chain of identical meanings passed from clause to clause using the referential pronouns I and my, both referring to Metraux. 

C. Text Type: Recount 


A recount is a story genre used to tell what happened. It reveals the significance of the people and events in the story by sharing the writer’s personal feelings about them. Metraux’s text is written using the recount pattern. The structural elements of a recount can include orientation (provides information about who, where, and when), record of events (in the order in which the events occur), reorientation (rounds off the sequence of events), and coda (gives personal evaluation of the significance of the events). 

In orientation, circumstance as marked Theme (In the summer of 1998) sets the story in time. Participants are introduced in nominal groups (I, my father). Circumstance sets the story in place (Japan). Past tense mental process (heard) is used to project Phenomenon in nominal group (my father). Present tense relationship process is used to evaluate an event and give it significance (The story of how I ended up in Hong Kong is rather interesting). In record of events, circumstances as marked Themes extend the setting in time (that day, A few months later). Circumstances extend the setting in place (Hong Kong, at City University of Hong Kong, around the city). Pairs of declarative clauses are combined using coordination (and) alone. Past tense material processes are used (was, spent, studied, became, spent) in a sequence of events. Past tense mental processes (wished, remembered) are used to project Phenomenon in nominal groups (I). Past tense relational process is used to evaluate an event and give it significance (I was intrigued by his decision, I also became quite fascinated with the city itself). In reorientation, past tense modal Finites (could, would) are used. In coda, both present tense (say, is) and past tense (was) are used (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000). 
VII. Conclusion

The paper analyzed and interpreted David Metraux’s text vis-à-vis systemic functional grammar. It is found that his text is a recount, a common type of storytelling genres, that aims to tell what happened, to document a sequence of events and evaluate their significance in some way (Butt, Fahey, Feez, Spinks, & Yallop, 2000). 
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Appendix A: David Metraux’s Travelogue on his Stay in Hong Kong as and Exchange Student


The story of how I ended up in Hong Kong is rather interesting. In the summer of 1998, I heard that my father was going to spend a year teaching in Japan. I was intrigued by his decision, and I wished I could do something that intriguing as well. I then remembered that Syracuse had international programs and that day I went down to the study abroad office and applied. A few months later I was in Hong Kong!


I spent the spring semester of 1999 at City University of Hong Kong, where I studied many aspects of Chinese culture, an entirely new and fascinating subject for me. I also became quite fascinated with the city itself, and spent many a night walking around the city getting a feel for its character.


If I could choose one place to live right now, it would be Hong Kong. I greatly miss the cosmopolitan nature of the city and the fast-paced, yet cultural, feeling that seems to grab hold of you. They say that college is the best time of your life, and my best time in college was Hong Kong.
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