








The Church as an Institution





     In the twentieth century, the church as a whole has become an institution of some sorts.  In some ways, it has become a negative institution as individuals are shut out from it everyday.  Every church should have a set of doctrinal statements which are common. At the forefront of this should be a description of essential Christian doctrine.  However, the church steps over a boundary when it has a doctrine on something that is not clearly scriptural but is openly disputable yet it does not affect the salvation of one individual.  That is where doctrine steps over the line.  This involves the fine line between preaching and teaching.  Preaching is the exposition of a particular argument based on inductive logic.  Teaching is the exposition of a  common truth based on deductive logic.   Yet this is not the only place where the church has gone wrong.  Inside the church, congregants have created several institutions.  In order to describe these, I will use the acronym clique.


C-Conceit.  In the church today we have a group of individuals who live day by day thinking they are better than everybody else.   They pride themselves on their riches and act high and mighty.  These are the individuals who come to church holding there hands and heads high praying aloud and looking for someone to see what they do.  I will never forget two years ago having a conversation with one of my Christian friends during a basketball game about this.  He told me he didn’t want to dis First assembly but it is full of a lot of people who are conceited and stuck up on themselves.  Me having always been the one who is not afraid to speak when I see something that is not right, I agreed with this individual and told him that much of our congregation is just that.


L- Literacy. This group includes those who have a better understanding of things than other people.  They have applied themselves to study and have lost communication with those who are spiritually illiterate. This is the group that is most likely to get caught up in the sin of the prodigal son’s brother in Luke 15.  That sin is the notion of wanting their Father all to themselves.  Perhaps they hear god’s voice in various ways, but in such they become a part of the conceited clique.


I-	Imposterity.  This is the most dangerous clique in the church today.  These are those wolves in sheep’s clothing who have one goal. That is to bring destruction on the church.  They portray themselves as holy individuals inside the church.  Yet they try to stir things up and spread new teaching across the mainstream.  This often leads some churches into a transitional period from Christianity to cultism or occultism.


Q- Quarreling.  This group is the group of gossipers who talk bad and spread rumors about other individuals around the church.  They come together for meetings in which they make up stuff about an individual and pass this stuff on and soon that individual’s character is ruined.    This leads to disputes among the church and the end result is the handing over of that church body to Satan which paul talks about in I Timothy.


U-Uniqueness.  This clique is sometimes good and sometimes negative.  Many times, it is the group of individuals who is different from the rest in some way or another.  They share a common factor that makes them different.  Because of their difference from the rest of the body, they are not accepted.  This can often be negative.  A group who has ascended above and beyond the rest. And therefore they can be included among the clique of conceited individuals.  


E-Exclusiveness.  This word describes the mainstream of the church.  Our attitudes often involve exclusiveness of particular individuals.  Because one doesn’t fit the mainstream norm they are left to be alone and are not reached out to.  This is something that I feel most of the church is guilty of.  I will admit that there are incidents in which I have been guilty of this as well.  





     People go to the church because they want to find acceptance.  Often times, ministers downplay the importance of acceptance by saying, “If you don’t have a friend in the world, Jesus will be your friend.”  Let’s relate this to our discussion on reason vs. revelation.  Most people do not see God revealed because he personally appears to them and wraps his arms around them.  While often times they may feel his presence, they still feel a sense of loneliness deep within.  One of the things I will never forget about Pastor Joe is he always put community before conversion.  Before one is converted, they need to feel like a part of the community.  That is the reasonable manifestation of god’s love through the help of an individual or many individuals.  One problem that I had in my early christian walk is that  I was converted but I did not feel like I was part of the community.  With me, it got to the point where I almost left the church until Jon Caskey reached out to me and became my friend.  Two more weeks without having a friend and I would have left First Assembly.  Eventually, I might have given up on the church as a whole.  I dream of a day and age when we all come together as one and worship in unity of spirits.  That is what I believe this church lacks today.  Evidence of this rests itself in many factors.  When Doug Shell gets a letter from a choir member saying they do not appreciate the way he is leading the choir and the songs he is singing, we know that the system has to be reformed.  When nerd boy with acne sits in the back of the room in a corner because no one will talk to them, we then realize unity is lacking.   When a kid looking for meaning is condemned and excluded because of a struggle with drugs and other sinful natures we know that there has to be a change.  It is time that we tear down the walls of this institution which only cause strife.  then and only then will we have a revolution which gives the church new life.   Read this poem to further get my gist.





                                                                    The Road to Revolution





Down deep in every church there is the struggle of a life, 


To break the chains of nonacceptance which has caused that individual strife,


A person who is different from the majority of others,


Striving to be accepted as one of the brothers,


Some face this battle of nonacceptance due to uniqueness,


While others are excluded due to great weakness,


Why can’t we all just get along and as jesus said be one,


Coming together in unity to follow the lead of God’s one and only Son,


If only there would be a day where rich and poor alike would unify in the Lord, 


As all would be treated equal as said in God’s holy Word,


Oh how a dream of a day where cliques in the church will be no more,


As we all rest on Eagle’s Wings of which  we will soar,


This is the way it has to be in order for revival to land, 


Otherwise the church is divided against itself and therefore will not stand,


So let us come together and fix our eyes on the creator of this institution, 


In order that our prayers will be answered and we will have a revolution


