Bick Read

Cwar the past four years orso, |, alomng with
some friends, have laken sort of an "oulside
look™ at the “inside” of today's Christian
music. We've had countless talks on what
we've considered to be “pros and cons” of
the “business.” if you will, and have taken
ourstand on the issuas that we leel are sther
mpdrtant or unnecessary, whichever the
case may be. My personal view that has
devalopad over this pariod of time is ona that
places top priority on the importance that a
Christian musician realize and follow the
calling given to him by God-whether it be to
share the Gospel with non-believers, build
up the Body of Christ, lead in worship (or
alding in any of these areas), wse his talent to
bulld a career in the world, or simply for
personal enjoyment. Mol every Christan s
called to do the same thing, and it is of
utmost importance that the Christian musi
cian spend time sseking the Lard with all his
heart for the direction he is to follow. |
honestly don't believe that every Christian
musician/minister on the gospel "circuit” is
relly where he belongs. But God is merciful
to all of us. | really think some of the
Christians singing i churchas aré being
called to go into the workd with thedir music
But the church is so comfortable and
convenient. Maybe some shouldnt be
singing anywhens bicause God has some
things He wants to teach tham first, or soma
things to clean out of their lives. Cr maybe
He has something else He wants to do with
them altogether. Brokenness is a much
lacking attribute among Christians in
genaral. | can recall the story of Abraham
and lsaac, found in Genesia 22. Are we really
broken enough to give up our “ministry” If
God asked?Are we even listening to Him in
case He were trying to speak to us? Or are
we serving a creation rather than the
creator?

Jim Pollard

Another priority 1o me 8 usings ona's
creative ability 1o its fullest extent, Sure, we
all have lmits, bul we werng made o ba
creative beings, and | am a bediever {hat
God's people can be |leaders in 'C:U“-il'-':' art
and creativity. As long as we're walking iha
narrow path laid oul before us, Kesping our
priorities in place, God can freely develop
and multiply our lalenis according to His
will, putting us in the place wheare He can

b5l USe s

| parsonally feed that my ultimate calling is
1o the non=-Christian, God s calling plﬂcll:ﬂt‘
in His l:]-:id}' togoio thie ones whio don't know
or realize the Good Mews, and He's equip-
ping them with the proper means o do what
He wants done. This is a difficult area o
work towards musically, but all things can
be done throwgh Christ, our streangth, and
He will carry out His parfect will, whatever if
may ba.

second 1o this calling to non-believers, |
feel a deep burden for the committrment and
discipleship of beliewers. And it s for this
purpose that this album was recorded. | fes
that thie only way to reach anyone=-CGhrstian
or non-Christian-is to reveal truth and reality
to them through lowe. When a parson IS
faced with the truth, he can either walk away
or deal with it. But the final decislon s up to
hilm. Whian we submit to the truth, it allows
(God to do His part in changing us

These are jusi a few of the things I've baean
thinking about. Théy may not all ba ac-
curate, but I'm sure the Lord will weesd out
the bad in my thinking and leave thea good as
time passes. God has baan ceali'g with ma
in many ways., and | can see 50 much
reballion in my heart at times. Dying daily is
hard to do. Sometimes | look in wonder at
the fact that He wants to use someone like
me, but | know He does.




