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Gender Stratification — Sex,
gender and gender inequality



Gender and sex

* Men and women think differently about
sex, but how different?

—Number of partners on average

« Women .8 partners in next month, 1 in next two
years, 4 or 5 over lifetime

* Men 2 partners in next month, 8 in next two years,
18 over lifetime (Buss 1994)

 How well do you need to know someone
before initiating a sexual relationship?
(one year, one month, one week as
response possible, these are averages)
« Women — one year, men — one week



 Clark and Hatfield study (1989)

* Attractive men and women approach
people on college campus to ask one of
three questions:

— Would you go out with me tonight?

— Would you come over to my apartment
tonight?

— Would you go to bed with me tonight?



e 15 0f men and 2 of women consented to a
date

* 6% of women consented to visiting the
apartment vs. 69% of men

* 75% of men consented to sex, remaining
25% were apologetic asking for a rain
check or explained they had to meet a
girlfriend while 0% of women accepted



Cross-cultural evidence for the
sociological view

 QOriginally biology was thought to drive male and
female temperament and behavior

* This was modified by the work of Margaret Mead
with Sex and Temperament in Three Primitive
Societies

— Three tribal groups, Arapesh, Mundugamor (now
Biwat), Tchambuli (now Chambri)

» Arapesh are generally gentle and homeloving, both male and
female

« Mundugamore are generally aggressive, both genders

« Chambri men are catty, wear curls, go shopping while
women are energetic, managerial and unadorned parners
(Mead 1935)



« Some criticism of Mead’s work is that the
observations were of short duration

» Her husband (Reo Fortune) disagreed with
the lack of differentiation in male and
female roles for the Arapesh [but Tischler
fails to note that Mead and Fortune had a
falling out over Mead becoming enamored
with Bateson during this study . . .]

* A more recent study (Gewertz 1981)
suggested that the Tchambuli situation
was short lived, and was the result of tribal
wars during which property was lost so
men had little else to do but work at home
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Photo from:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/mead/field-sepik.html

Arapesh people in Wautogik
village(UVA is working on saving their
language)

Photo from : http://www.arapesh.org/




 Biological factors may play a more prominent
par in structuring gender roles for less
technologically advanced societies, although
culture is still important

— Pregnancy, childbearing and nursing (up to three
years) takes up much of the woman’s life; and by the
time one child is weaned, the next child is on the way

 Leads to division of labor with men undertaking fighting,
hunting, forest clearing, hunting

« Women tend to gather and prepare small game, grains
vegetables; build shelters and tend gardens however, most
recent studies for non-humans show females hunting
(chimpanzee study
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory?id=2898447&p
age=2)



 Women tend to have secondary status
with profound effect on work and family
roles (Sherry Ortner)

— Women are excluded from areas of the
society that are considered the most powerful
« E.g. no women priests in the Catholic Church, no

women rabbis in Orthodox Judaism, few women
CEOs of major US corporations



* Michelle Rosaldo believed (she died in
1981)

— that the mother/child relationship is
unmatched by any single involvement and
commitment by a man

— that woman’s status will be lowest in societies
where there iIs firm differentiation between
domestic and public spheres of activities and
where women are isolated from one another
and placed under a single man’s authority in
the home

— Societies in which men value and participate
In domestic activities are more egalitarian



Theories on the production of
gender inequality

* Functionalist viewpoint

— Division of labor served a useful function

« Female was dependent on male for protection and
food during pregnancy and while nursing so male
became the dominant partner,

« Dominance caused his activities to be more highly
regarded and rewarded with the eventual result
that they were thought to be biological sex
differences



» Talcott Parsons and Robert Bales (1955) —
contended the family worked best if father
takes the instrumental role in which he
focuses on relationships between the
family and the outside world mainly
supporting and protecting the family while
the mother takes the expressive role
which focuses on relationships within the
family and requires her to prove love and
emotional support needed to sustain the
family. The male is required to be
dominant and competent and the female
passive and nurturing.



Critique of functionalist viewpoint

* The view that gender roles and gender
stratification are inevitable doesn’t fit with
cross-cultural studies

* Industrial society can be flexible with
assigning tasks to males and females
(think of Rosie the Riveter)

* Functionalist model was developed in the
1950s and is representative of the era — It
looks too much like “ Leave It to Beaver”



Conflict Theory Viewpoint

 Males dominate over females because of
their superior power and control over key
resources

« Economic advantage leads to power and
prestige

» Hunter-gatherer societies were seen as
egalitarian (Engles who worked with Marx)
With capitalism, male domination came
about and socialism was the only solution
to gender inequality



Gender role socialization

» This socialization is the lifelong provided
whereby people learn the values,
attitudes, motivations, and behavior
considered appropriate to each sex
according to their culture

« Childhood socialization — parents carry
iImages of what girls and boys should be
like and how they should behave.

— Girls are caressed more, boys are
roughhoused more



* Mothers talk more to daughters, fathers
Interact more with sons (note interact, not

talk )

» Peers, school, mass media also have
effects — boys should be good in sport,
girls in the kitchen or home more, etc.
although that is changing (Food Network
has lots of male chefs)



« Adolescent socialization -

— Erikson thought this was a time of emotion
crisis and if not resolved satisfactorily role
confusion will persist

« Boys are encouraged to pursue role paths to
pursue occupational commitments (encouraged to
be competive, assert autonomy and
iIndependence)

 Girls are encouraged to develop behavior patterns
to attract a suitable mate (it's tougher for girls to
achieve a positive identity in Western society
because women are to be passive and less
achievement oriented)

« Again this is changing, but not yet abandoned



