Five Days at Camp Grandma’s

By Sandi Hannig

7/12/04: At 10:30, Scott brought Joe, Wes, Daniel & William to our house for five days at Camp Grandma’s (and Camp Grandpa’s)! All four boys were wearing their tie-dyed shirts from last year’s camp. They took their suitcases upstairs and I showed them some of the things I had bought for them to do. After Scott & Julia left, I explained some of the things we were going to do and went over a few rules, such as carry over your dishes, etc. There was a book called You Asked and each one was supposed to pick a subject and do a presentation so I could videotape it. There were four gift bags that contained disposable cameras, a Frisbee, candy, notepad, pen, etc. and each bag had a number. The boys drew numbers to not only claim their bag but to also have a system for taking turns when a decision had to be made. Will was #1, Daniel #2, Joe #3 and Wesley #4. As it turned out, the boys were so agreeable that we only had to use this twice. I also told them that Joe & Daniel were partners and Wes and William were partners. They were to watch out for each other, help each other, and if there were any contests, those were the teams. As it turned out, they seemed to sit with each other on a lot of our car trips! 
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For lunch, we grilled hot dogs and ate on the deck. Zak came over so he could go to the movies with us. We went to Eastgate to see Shrek 2 and had popcorn and Icee’s. 

Zak had to leave to go to work. I took the boys to the barber shop where Joe & Will got haircuts. When we got home, I taught Joe & Wes how to play draw poker. Daniel & William played wiffle ball in the back yard. Then the boys played pool, pinball, and chess.

For supper we had one of their favorites, chicken (strips) shaped like pretzels! After dinner, we went to Eastgate Adventures to ride the Go-Karts. Grandpa rode with Will since he wasn’t tall enough! Then off to Blockbuster’s to get movies. Each one got to pick one movie. They picked Spiderman (cartoon), Lord of the Rings, The Patriot & The Great Escape. Then Will got to make the first decision—three boys wanted to go to UDF for malts and one wanted to get an Icee. Will chose the malts! Daniel used his on another day to get first pick of bubblegum flavors.

Zak came over after work and played chess with Will and of course, battled him! They watched the All-Stars Home Run Derby in the evening. When they went to bed, they watched The Great Escape.

7/13/04: Breakfast was sausage & blueberry pancakes. Then we went downstairs to work on a project! They each got a large, foam hand and a foam doorknob hanger. They put letters and sports balls, etc. on them. On the foam hands, they wrote: 

Joe—Miamisburg

Wes—Sports is my thing

Daniel—I am from camp

Will—Camp is #1.  

The doorknobs mostly read Keep Out! Will made two for Julia! 

It was Tammy’s birthday so we called and sang to her!

Had grilled cheese for lunch. Then Zak took them on a great adventure! They went to Scallywag Tag and played two games of laser tag. It was by far their favorite activity! Zak had to go to work again so the boys put on their bathing suits, we filled water balloons and they had a water balloon fight! Joe & Daniel won but it was a close one! They spent the rest of the afternoon playing in the house because it was so hot.

We ate spaghetti & meatballs for dinner. Joe, Wes & Daniel played Home Run Derby and Will played with a huge beach ball. Then we went to the front yard and I burned some ‘snakes’ and smoke bombs. Then they put those caps (that you throw down and they pop) in the street so cars would roll over them. They ate countless popsicles while sitting in the front yard and laughing as the cars went by! Then it was time for the All-Star game so in they came! Nachos & salsa was their pick for a snack. 

7/14/04: We had glazed & jelly donuts on the deck for breakfast. I packed up a lunch and drinks and we left the house around 10:30 and went to the Dollar Tree. Each one bought three ‘treasured items!’ The next stop was Woodland Mound Park. The boys wanted to eat lunch first (peanut butter & jelly sandwiches, chips, etc.) before we did anything else. We then went to the Seasongood Pavilion. There was a snake in a cage and snakeskin outside the cage. Wesley said he wished he could have a snakeskin for the presentation that he and Joe were doing. He asked the worker if he could have it and sure enough, they let him have it! We put it in the car for safe keeping, got the Frisbees and headed for Frisbee Golf. It was the first time for everyone so they played about six holes and wanted to hit the Parcourse exercise trail. You can see by the pictures that they tried everything that was presented to them.

After that we went to Eastgate Adventure to play miniature golf. The line was long and the three oldest boys wanted to drive the racecars again. William got money to play the arcade games. He mostly played SkeeBall & Basketball. He shared some tokens when the others were finished. With his tickets, he got a snake and a bad set of teeth! On to miniature golf. Everyone did even better than last year! We fed the fish then got back in the car. Just as we were leaving, Daniel yelled, “Snake, snake!” We thought one was in the car but the snakeskin had blown out of the car and Daniel had seen it and rescued it. 

We went to Sam’s Club just to buy two more boxes of their (new) favorite candy, Juicy Drop Pops. Got home and the boys took much-needed showers! We went to Skyline Chili for supper. I ordered Skyline Chili and Coneys for our family golf outing on August 7th. The manager sat with us to confirm the order. He had on a baseball uniform and was giving you some baseball questions, most of which you answered right!

When we got home, we went to the basement and decorated white T-shirts with paint. You can see on the pictures what they each wrote.

Outside, Joe & Daniel had a Home Run Derby going on and Wes was the outfielder. Will started practicing with the Hoola Hoop. Caroline from next door came over and was Hoola Hooping with him. Zak came over after work. At dark, we went out front and did about 10 boxes of sparklers with the neighbors, Caroline & Jack Castleman. They went in and we went to the deck and roasted marshmallows. Wesley and I ate the most!

7/15/04: The boys chose their favorite cereal or Pop Tarts for breakfast. It was a beautiful day and Zak suggested that we go to Ault Park, which of course we did. The boys climbed the pavilion and felt like Rocky! We strolled through the gardens and then Zak took the boys on the trail. They had a blast. We went to the overlook. They could see the Mt. Washington Tower and Lunken Airport. So that gave me an idea! I surprised them by taking them to lunch at the Sky Galley at Lunken. We had a nice lunch and then went outside and watched a few small planes take off. 

When we got home, it was ‘free-time’ to do what they wanted. We were all chilling! Jill and Katie came over for dinner. We had ham, macaroni & cheese, corn, green beans, and salads. After dinner, we all went back outside. Wesley and Joe put up the hammock so now it will be their annual job! They played Home Run Derby and soccer. Everyone tried doing the Hoola Hoop. Will and Daniel were the pros! It’s all on videotape! Will even did his impersonation of Katie doing it by spinning it once and letting it drop!  

Jill and Katie went home and we headed for Graeter’s! The boys rode with Zak and we followed them. Wes & Daniel said they had never had Graeter’s and they loved it! When we got home, Joe, Wes & I played poker. Zak had gone home to shower and change and then he returned again to spend the night. It was a really great night for Will. The one thing that Will wanted to learn how to do while he was at camp was “To defeat Zak in battle!” Well, I ‘mysteriously’ found a Top Secret notebook. In it was an old-time, small, silver axe taped to a written page that said, “I have found a way to defeat Zak. This magic axe gives enough power to that person who has it that they might be able to defeat Zak.” So I gave the Top Secret notebook and axe to Will so he could finally defeat Zak in battle. It worked! 

Zak had brought a DVD movie so he had all the boys camp out in the family room for the night. As you can see, there were bodies everywhere! But they had fun!

7/16/04: When they finally got up the next morning around 10:00, we had bacon and French toast on the deck. Then it was time for the boys to do their presentations and I videotaped them. 

William was first and presented two topics. He first talked about his two Ninja warriors that he had bought at the Dollar Tree. Then, he read the text from the Top Secret notebook and demonstrated how he could defeat Zak with it!

Daniel was next and had created a PowerPoint presentation about fireworks. It was quite interesting and informative!

Wes and Joe had also done a PowerPoint presentation about snakes. They even had a quiz for Daniel and Will. They showed the snakeskin they had gotten from Woodland Mound.
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We were going to see Spiderman II at 1:00 so around noon, we just munched on cheese and pepperoni between Home Run Derby hits! Off to the movies again where we feasted on popcorn, Icees, and smuggled-in candy. It was a terrific movie! Zak went home after the movies. The boys again played Home Run Derby. Will beat me at War. The boys had some pinball tournaments. 

After a quick meal of pizza and chips, we were off to the Immaculate Heart of Mary festival. The first thing the boys did was to try to dunk the lady by throwing softballs. Daniel dunked her! Then to the rides. The Scrambler was their favorite so they all rode it twice. Daniel and Will rode some flying airplanes and went into the giant bouncing thing plus one other giant rubber house with a slide! Wes rode the Hang Glider alone because no one else was brave enough, including me! They then each got Sno-Cones. It was great because the lady gave them the ice in a cup and they were able to add their own flavors. They ended up putting juice on them three different times! I got a funnel cake to share (only Joe wanted some) and we sat and listened to some Rock ‘n Roll music. After that, we did about a bazillion rip-offs because we kept winning. We finally moved on after we didn’t win any more!  

Then they spotted a pinewood derby contest. They all bet a $1.00 but the race was 15 minute away. So Daniel and Will and I went over to the games where they did the usual sucker picks, tic-tac-toe, etc., and they won tickets that they were able to cash in for valuable prizes. Back at the races, car #4 won and Joe had picked it. He won $3.00! I added a $1.00 to it so they could all have one last shot at the dunking booth. This time, Wes sank a boy twice, Joe & Daniel once, and Will almost sunk him!

We headed home around 9:00. They had an early bedtime (10:30) because they had to be up and at ‘em in the morning.

7/17/04: Everybody got up, dressed, ate breakfast and gathered all their ‘stuff’ in the living room. Brent picked them up at 9:30. The house was quieter and sadder at 9:45!

No one had more fun that I did! 

Thanks for making it so special!

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