Camp Grandma’s - 2005

By Sandi Hannig

Sunday, 7/17/05: We unofficially began Camp Grandma’s on Sunday instead of our usual Monday. The entire Hannig family (all but Uncle Mike who was fishing on Lake Erie) spent the day at King’s Island. Around 4 pm, the vote to leave and begin Camp Grandma’s was unanimous! http://www.pki.com/ 
After unloading all of the suitcases and backpacks, we sat down and went over the camp rules and information about the Survivor games. Each contest winner will get 4 points, followed by 3, 2, and 1.You then went through your goodie bags and made some trades. Zak stopped in to give Will his birthday presents early. It was a Star Wars CD and a purple Star Wars light saber.
Even though putting together your model cars was not part of the Survivor game, that’s what you worked on first. Off we went to Skyline for dinner. Grandpa stayed home because he wasn’t feeling too well (probably overheated from King’s Island).

When we got home, you did a whole lot of different things. Daniel and I put together a 100-piece Nascar puzzle and tossed cards into a bowl (Daniel beat me!) Wes and Daniel played Texas Hold ‘Em. Daniel and Will played pinball and started to design their family flags. Zak came over around 10:30 pm. I believe TV, computer, and ‘battling’ completed the evening.
Monday, 7/18/05: Sleeping bodies were everywhere! After breakfast and showers, we headed for EastgateAdventures! First you rode the Go-Karts. Zak and Will rode together. Then you played some arcade games and cashed in your tickets for some prizes. Then off to Adventure Golf. I was the scorekeeper because Putt-Putt was the first of our Survivor games. No more than double par was counted. The winners (in order) were Wes, Daniel, Will and Joe.
Since it was lunchtime, we feasted on hot dogs and corn dogs. Then off to Cappell’s where you bought mostly joke toys (hand buzzers, trick gum, etc.). When we got home, Zak left for work and you spent most of the afternoon decorating your cigar boxes. When Grandpa got home, he took all four of you to Terry’s (Visions) to get haircuts and to BW3 for Buffalo wings for dinner. (I played golf at Lunken while you were gone). You spent the rest of your evening doing a variety of boy ‘camp things.’
Tuesday, 7/19/05: After breakfast, it was time to tie-die your T-Shirts. After you finished soaking your shirts, you all worked together to make one for Julia. While Wes & Joe played a game on the computer, Daniel and Will invented a new game in the front yard. Daniel would shoot his foam airplane into the air and Will would try to hit it with his light saber! Then they played for a while with the hover disk. Then you got to see something special. A neighbor one street over, owns a large flock of tamed white doves. They let them loose and they flew all around for about an hour. Then they flew home. They were beautiful! 

After lunch, we headed for the library to get some videos. Then we made a quick stop back at Cappell’s so Will could spend his $5.00 (he couldn’t decide the first trip). He got a laser light! Then we headed to Woodland Mound Park and the exercise trail. At the one that had a horizontal ladder at the top, we held our second Survivor game to see who could hang by their hands the longest. Joe and Wes were the first contestants and Wes won. Then Will beat Daniel. In the next rounds, Joe beat Daniel and Wes beat Will. We took a quick trip through the Nature Center and then made wishes in the fountain. http://www.hamiltoncountyparks.org/parks/woodland.htm 
When we got home, Daniel helped me husk the corn for dinner. Then Zak surprised you and took you to Milford to see Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. When you got home and Zak left, Aunt Jill brought Katie over to spend the night so she could go to Coney with us the next morning.

Wednesday, 7/20/05: After breakfast, we piled into the car, picked up Katie’s boyfriend Matt, and headed to Coney before 10 am. We went swimming first. Joe, Wes and Daniel went down the Zoom Flume twice. Katie, Matt, Will and I just horsed around in the shallow end. Matt got Will to go under water. We all went out to the island and then the three oldest went down the Cyclone Waterslide. We had pizza for lunch and then headed out to the rides. Some of the rides you enjoyed were: Python Roller Coaster, Ferris Wheel, Pedal Boats, the Tempest, Scrambler and the Tilt-A-Whirl. http://www.coneyislandpark.com/default.asp 
We had a cookout for supper. After we ate, we had the Hoola-hoop contest and Daniel won—he did it for 5 ½ minutes! Then we had the Cornhole tournament. Wes won! Then out front we went. First we threw colored smoke bombs. Then we did snakes and your favorite ones were the glow worms. We saved the sparklers for last. Then back to the backyard to make S’Mores!

Thursday, 7/21/05: We all slept in a bit and had donuts for breakfast. It was already sweltering so we chilled in for a while. We held quite a few contests this day. We did the pinball tournament (Joe won and Will was 2nd), you threw a football through the Hoola-hoop (Wes won and Will was 2nd). You even finished your one-page essay, ‘What the American Flag means to me!’ Joe won that one and Wes was 2nd. We then had a contest where you stood on one leg with your eyes closed. That was won by Wes with Daniel 2nd. Judging was held on the best-designed cigar box. Daniel won and Joe was 2nd. You then enjoyed a rousing super-soaker water fight!
After dinner, we returned the library videos and Grandpa treated us all to malts and Icees!

Friday, 7/22/05: You all slept in the living room until I woke you up for breakfast. After breakfast and showers, it was time to create your family flags! You all did such a great job on them. After a quick lunch, Zak came over and took you to play two games of Scallywag Tag. http://www.scallywagtag.com/ 

While you were gone, I judged the Hannig family flags. This was the final contest. Wesley won the flag contest followed by Joe. Upon your return, you all surprised Grandpa and me with a Thank You card, cigars for Grandpa, and a box of Whitman’s chocolates for me! Since Zak was the only one with money, we can guess who paid and who thought of the idea. Thank you Zak and boys!

Uncle Brent/Dad came to pick Daniel and take him to Xavier to be a ballboy at the Cincinnati Kings game. Before they left, we all sat in the living room to hear who the Camp Champ was! I did give you a speech. I said that I tried to create contests that any of you could win and that only three contests involved judging (and three different people won). I also asked if you enjoyed the competition and if you wanted to do it again next year. It was a unanimous YES! You said that it was fun to participate in so many different things. I added that everyone did very, very well and tried really hard to win. The winner, of course, was only going to get a ribbon and the honor of being 2005 Camp Champ. The 2005 winners, in order, were:


1st Place

Wesley



2nd Place

Joe



3rd Place

Daniel




4th Place

Will

Wesley gave me his ribbon to add to his album and then the rest of you gave me yours too!

After a spaghetti dinner, Will went upstairs to watch TV and Wes & Joe played on the computer. It was a very quiet evening. 

Uncle Brent/Daniel came back with an autographed shirt plus shirts for all of you. The Kings won 2-0. Daniel had a great time.
Saturday, 7/23/05: At breakfast, I asked you if this year’s camp was better than last years. You all agreed it was. I asked why. Your answers included: “It was longer (six nights), Kings Island, Coney Island, Cappell’s, and the survivor games. I told you that about the only thing we didn’t do this year that I had planned was to learn how to create a web site. I told you that I would create a “Camp Grandma’s” web site and send you the procedures.
Again, it was way too hot outside so after breakfast and showering, you enjoyed some computer pinball contests and TV. It was time to start packing up your things. After a quick lunch and just enjoying each others company, we left around 2 pm. Grandpa and I had one last Camp Grandma’s surprise!
We headed to Loveland Castle! When we pulled up, you all grabbed your cameras. We were lucky enough to have 14-year-old Tammy as a tour guide. She explained all facets of the castle, told us about the builder, Harry Andrews, let you try on and hold shields and armor, showed us the gardens, told us about the ghost, and even took us to the Little Miami River. I think it was an appropriate ending to Camp Grandma’s! http://www.lovelandcastle.com/ 

We headed up to Miamisburg where we were going to celebrate Julia’s third and Will’s ninth birthdays! So camp was officially over when we pulled into the driveway at 101 Mound Street.
Thanks for being such great campers! Let’s do this again next year!
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