Generic Wiccan (Poly-friendly) Handfasting Ceremony

By Isaac Bonewits

On the altar are: four votive candles of white, red, blue, and green (to the east, south, west, and north parts respectively of the altar), a large pillar candle in the center, and a small utility candle; only the center one is lit to begin. In addition, on the altar are: small statues of Aphrodite and Eros, a large chalice filled with mead (or if any of the people to be handfasted has an aversion to alcohol, milk and honey), incense, a bowl of water, a dish of salt, a wand, small goblets special to each couple/triad/quad  being handfasted, a knife, small plate(s) with cake(s) (one for each group), a fire-starter, a bell, and the handfasting cord(s) (one for each group). Leaning against the altar or under it is a broom. 


IF there are Attendants, they should be briefed on their duties beforehand.


Those being handfasted should have made a written contract regarding the open or closed nature of their relationship(s) and be prepared to sign them after the ceremony (along with any other legal documents).


If the county or township in which the ritual is taking place has specific  requirements for officiating clergy to legally solemnize marriages, arrangements must have been made ahead of time for the Priest to fulfill them.


All words below are spoken by the Priest, unless otherwise noted. Optional items are in blue.
Casting the Circle:


The audience, witnesses, and couple(s) stand in a circle around the ritual space. The Priest stands at the altar. A bell is rung three times. The Priest lights the candle in the East.


For fifteen hundred years, people of the Western lands have conceived of the universe consisting of five elements: Spirit, Air, Fire, Water, and Earth. 


The center candle represents the element of Spirit, from which all other elements came forth in the beginning of time.


As I light the white candle, know that it represents the element of Air and symbolizes the power of thought, communication and knowledge.


As I light the red candle, know that it represents the element of Fire and symbolizes the power of passion, energy and vitality.


As I light the blue candle, know that it represents the element of Water and symbolizes feeling, emotions, and cycles.


As I light the green candle, know that it represents the element of Earth and symbolizes solidarity, manifestations, and wealth.


Priest sings the Elemental Consecrations, blessing the incense, fire, water, and salt. Then:


Let the person in the East reach his/her left hand to the person standing next to him/her, then that person do the same.


They do so, as the Priest speaks.


The circle is cast from hand to hand, from sun to moon, from sea to land… (Repeat as necessary until all persons in the circle are holding hands.)
Blessing the Circle:


Priest walks around the circle, beginning in the East, sprinkling it with the salted water while saying…


By Water & Earth, two times around; in the name of Aphrodite, we hallow this ground. Before Her must, all discord flee, as is our will, so mote it be!


Priest walks around the circle, beginning in the East, smudging it with burning incense  while saying…


By Fire & Air, three times around; in the name of Eros, we hallow this ground. Before Him must, all boredom flee, as is our will, so mote it be!

The Quarter Invocations:

To the East—Priest sings Quarter Invocation. Then:


Spirits of the eEast whose element is Air, give your blessings to those who are about to be handfasted. Grant to their union your gifts of communication, wisdom and understanding.


To the South—Priest sings Quarter Invocation. Then:


Spirits of the South whose element is Fire, give your blessings to those who are about to be handfasted. Grant to their union your gifts of vitality, passion and creativity.


To the West—Priest sings Quarter Invocation. Then:


Spirits of the West whose element is Water, give your blessings to those who are about to be handfasted. Grant to their union your gifts of love, intuition and friendship.


To the North—Priest sings Quarter Invocation. Then:


Spirits of the North whose element is Earth, give your blessings to those who are about to be handfasted. Grant to their union your gifts of stability, strength and abundance.


At the Center—Priest says:


Now we stand in the circle, where all things meet their opposites; spirit and matter, darkness and light, beginnings and endings— that which makes each whole and complete, just as these couples/triples/quads are each about to join together. For the time that we gather here, let this place be free of all outside influence, of all resentment, and of all negativity. (Priest may add appropriate seasonal or astrological references.)

Priest invokes Aphrodite and Eros into the circle and into those about to be handfasted.

Let those who would be handfasted step forward into the circle of love. (Couples/triads/quads stand in groups around the West-North-East arc of the circle facing the Priest who stands at the South side of the altar.)
The Questions:


Priest addresses each couple/triad/quad separately:


Names: ___________________________________________________________________;


Names: ___________________________________________________________________;


Names: ___________________________________________________________________;


Is it your intent to be joined now and for the foreseeable future?


Priest looks at each couple/triad/quad separately and nods. Each responds separately, one group after the other.

Response:
“Yes.” 


So be it. (All repeat.)

Will you share each other’s laughter and seek joy in life and in each other?

Response:
“Yes.” 


So be it. (All repeat.)

Will you share life’s burdens between you so that no one is overcome?

Response:
“Yes.” 


So be it. (All repeat.)

Will you share each other’s dreams and by dreaming together, explore what you might accomplish together?

Response:
“Yes.” 


So be it. (All repeat.)

No person goes through life without becoming angry from time to time. Will you make your anger a forge to temper and strengthen your bond, rather than a furnace to burn it and melt it away?

Response:
“Yes.” 


So be it. (All repeat.)

Have you agreed as to the nature of your relationship, whether it is to be closed or open to the arrival of new loves, and the rules by which you shall judge each other’s words and actions in such matters?

Response:
“Yes.” 


(If any have not made such an agreement, the Priest says, “Then do you agree to make such an agreement before you sleep this night, and before you  sign any documents of a legal nature concerning your relationship?” If they cannot answer “Yes,” then the Priest must say, “Aphrodite and Eros will bless any such agreement that you may come to at a future date and handfast you at that time, but I cannot handfast you now.” That group must then return to the circle of witnesses.)


So be it. (All repeat.)

Will you seek to never betray the trust you have in each other, lest you plant the seeds of doubt, which may grow and rend apart the love that you share? 

Response:
“Yes.”


So be it. (All repeat.)

IF there are Attendants, the Priest says, 


Who are the Bridesmaids and Best Men?


Attendants’ Names: __________________________________________________________;


Attendants’ Names: __________________________________________________________;


Attendants’ Names: __________________________________________________________;


Will you commit to help your friends maintain their relationship?


Priest looks at each Attendant group and nods. Each responds separately, one group after the other.

Response:
“Yes.” 


So be it. (All repeat.)
The Consecration:


Priest consecrates the large chalice in Aphrodite and Eros’ names, then pours the mead  from it into the goblets. He then consecrates  the cake(s). IF there are Attendants, he says:

Let the Bridesmaids step forward! Priest hands them the plates; they each feed their couple/triad/quad.

Let the Best Men step forward! Priest gives them the goblets of mead; they present them to their group.

(If there are NO Attendants, the Priest gives each group the cakes and goblets himself.)


May your life be filled with sweetness and may you always blesséd be! (All repeat “Blesséd be!”)


Priest motions the Attendants back into the circle of people.
The Binding:

Priest consecrates the handfasting cord(s), then says.


Before us all, these lovers will now swear vows to each other. With this/these blesséd cord(s) we will bind them to the vows that they each will make. 

 
Priest takes each group’s  left hands, places them together and binds them with the cord. 

The Vows:


IF one or more of the couples/triads/quads have written their own vows, the Priest will ask them to give them to each other. Otherwise the Priest says:


Look into each others eyes and see the deity dwelling within. Now, in the presence of Aphrodite and Eros, all of you repeat after me: 


“This day, I pledge my love to you. Body to body, heart to heart, soul to soul, life to life. I promise to do my best to always meet your needs, whether physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual. I swear my abiding support for you, through whatever comes our way. I shall be a shield for your back, and you for mine. I shall not slander you, nor you me. I shall honor you above all others. I love you with all my heart, soul, and everything I am.”


All do so.

So witnessed, by love you are joined and by love your union is sealed. These promises you have made by the sun and the moon, by fire and water, by day and night, by land and sea. With these vows you swear, to be full partners, each to the other. 

The Rings: 


Your bond is blesséd, but even so, it is incomplete. You cannot be at all times together physically. (Cord(s) is/are removed) 


Because a circle is endless, rings have long been the symbol of undying love. The third finger of the left hand was chosen long ago when it was thought to be connected directly to the heart by a vein of love. 


(IF there are Attendants, he says: May I have the rings?)


Priest puts the rings on the wand, blesses them with incense smoke and saltwater, then gives the rings to each couple/triad/quad.

Lovers, repeat after me: “I give you this ring, knowing that to it is bound my heart. Wear it always when you are away, so that I may never forget that we are together. Wear it for me, so that even in the direst of storms, I need not fear for your safety, so long as in my heart I know that you love me still. With these rings, I thee wed.” (Rings are placed on fingers.) 


It is done. So mote it be. 

All:
So mote it be!

The Closing:


Priest bids farewell to Eros and Aphrodite.


Priest sings Quarter Farewells


Now that these lovers have consented together to abide in peace and love, have given themselves to each other by their solemn pledges, and declared the same before me, I declare that they are husband(s) and wife/wives. 


You may now kiss your partner(s).


They do so. 


Priest takes broom and places it upon the floor across their exit path.


Another ancient custom, going back to the days when there were no longer priests or priestesses of the Old Religions to marry them, was for people to marry each other by jumping over a broom together in the sight of their loved ones. So let us encourage them to take full responsibility for this fateful day, by shouting three times, “Jump the broom!”

All:
“Jump the broom! Jump the broom! Jump the broom!”

Couples/triads/quads jump the broom.

Loud huzzahs from all parties.

This circle of love is now ended. Their lives of love have just begun. Merry meet and merry part, and merry meet again!


General applause and carryings-on. Priest and witnesses sign all legal documents, including the handfasting contracts.
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