Kiss Me, Kate


Review by Lisa Vermette


Majestic Theatre’s current production, “Kiss Me, Kate,” is phenomenal. The entire cast, ensemble and production team worked so well together I was transported into the production. I became a part of it, not just a viewer.  


“Kiss Me, Kate” is a play within a play. Set at the Ford Theatre in Baltimore, “The Taming of the Shrew” is presented by the actors in “Kiss Me, Kate.” Transitions between the actors back stage in their ‘real life’ and their character performances ‘on stage’ were very well defined. It was as though I was holding hands with the characters during this one particular day in their lives. I wasn’t sitting in a seat watching a production; I was a part of it.


Central characters Lilli Vanessi and Frederick Graham are ex-spouses (of only one year) who act as the married characters in “The Taming of the Shrew.” Even though she is engaged to wealthy Harrison Howell, Lilli and Frederick recently discovered they still have strong feelings for each other. Lilli is livid to discover that flowers from Frederick are not for her, but for her gorgeous young co-star. She is so enraged that her engagement scene with Frederick in “The Taming of the Shrew” takes on a life of its own as she exudes her true feelings for Frederick through the character of Katherine.  Frederick, as Petruchio, does everything he can to stick to the script while trying to contain Lilli’s rage.


Lois and Bill are another couple working on their relationship. Lois likes men, Bill likes to gamble; they have a few issues to resolve. All scenes and relationships are beautifully acted.


The cast and ensemble total twenty-six. Each one’s passion and enthusiasm for this production was obvious. I can’t say ‘phenomenal’ enough. The entire ensemble worked so well together that this production should run long enough for everyone in the state to see it at least once.


Make the time to see this production before it ends. This is one production you can’t miss. Our local talent rivals that in the big theatres.


