Laughs were abundant during the Majestic Theatre's production of "The Foreigner" on Friday night. The seven-character play was well presented.


The story revolves around profoundly shy Charlie Baker (portrayed by Ed Hinton) who doesn’t know how he’ll survive three days at a fishing lodge with strangers. He’s at the lodge because his terminally ill wife doesn’t want him around any more. She finds him boring. Froggy LeSueur (portrayed by Neil Blaiklock) is a regular at this fishing lodge, since it’s near the base where he does demolition training. Froggy needs to leave, but Charlie is whining, quite vocally, that he can’t be left there alone. He doesn’t want to talk to anyone. Froggy decides to tell the lodge residents that Charlie is a foreigner and he doesn’t speak any English. Charlie warms to the idea when he realizes people won’t think him rude for not talking.


The setting is a fishing lodge resort in Georgia in the recent past. The setting presented could have been the main room of any lodge in Anywhere, USA. There were no fish to be seen anywhere. No fish trophy, no fishing poles, no waders, no net, no hooks, lines or sinkers. It was a fishing lodge; there should have been fish.


Blaiklock plays Froggy well, and except for the miscue of the exploding truck dampening his image as a demolitions expert, Froggy was well performed. Hinton had the difficult task of expressing lines while trying to by extremely shy, most of the time his arm waving and facial expressions made him look constipated. His best acting came when he wasn’t talking.


The only character with a Southern accent was Amy Jaskolka as Catherine Simms, the pregnant debutant engaged to the devious Reverend David Marshall, portrayed by Kevin Guimond. Guimond was a convincing conniver and secret KKK leader.


Tom Partridge as KKK’er and Property Inspector Owen Musser started off with a strong bad guy aura. His five tattoos, camouflage shirt and hat, and muscular build benefited the portrayal, but Owen’s fear of storms, looking stupid, and people acting crazy mocked his supposed evilness. He was mean one minute and a caricature of fear the next. ‘Acting like an idiot’ is the phrase that comes to mind.


Christine Frydenborg’s portrayal of lodge owner Betty Meeks and Scott Katrycz as Catherine’s mentally-challenged younger brother, Ellard, worked great together and had the most hilarious performances of the evening. Whenever Betty spoke to Charlie, she yelled. As cliché as it is to raise your voice when talking to someone who doesn’t speak English, Frydenborg’s body language added to the humor. Some great lines such as “we have extra circular communication,” and “I can read your brain thoughts,” added to the belly laughs. Ellard may be slow, but he ‘taught’ Charlie how to speak English. Did you know that “fork” and “lamp” are each two-syllable words? More laughs. 


The entire cast put a lot of work into each of their characters and they worked well together. Jaskolka and Katrycz, the two Majestic veterans, gave the best performances of the seven.


