Active Writing

A great deal of what I read everyday – university, government, textbooks, and, yes, student papers, is dreadfully dull. If I didn’t have to, I wouldn’t even bother reading it because it is not written so much to read as to protect.

"If openness means to 'go with the flow', it is necessarily an accommodation to the

present. That present is so closed to doubt about so many things impeding the progress

of its principles that unqualified openness to it would mean forgetting the despised

alternatives to it, knowledge of which makes us aware of what is doubtful in it."

Is there a reader so full of blind courage as to claim to know what this sentence means?

Remember, the book in which this remark appeared was a lamentation over the failings

of today's students, a call to arms to return to tradition and standards in education. And

yet, in 20 years of paper grading, I do not recall many sentences that asked, so

pathetically, to be put out of their misery.

If you are trying to persuade somebody of something, it stands to reason you have to show some passion about your topic. If you are passionate about receiving a good grade on your paper (as I hope you are) then put some life into those deadly dull phrases that would put a Mexican jumping bean to sleep.

Fred Wilson

