Spelling

Better Writing through Word Processing? 

Word processing may actually be able to contribute to improve the quality of writing. One main characteristic that indicates that computerized word processing can lead to better writing is that computer-based writers tend to be less concerned about making mistakes. The computer makes it easy to correct mistakes. This allows writers to concentrate on the creative rather than the mechanical process of writing. "Hey, why worry about spelling and grammar in the first draft? I'll let the computer clean it up before I print out a copy." 

Writers also tend to revise their work more often when using a computer. Their willingness to revise what they have written helps students to discover their own awkward sentences, disorganized thoughts and unclear ideas. They are less reluctant to review and thus improve the content of what they are saying as well as the style in which they are saying it. 

The frustrations of bad handwriting are gone, professional looking, space justified type can be created by anyone, even those with severe physical limitations. 

How important is correct English usage? Here are the comments from a guest (a retired IBM plant manager) who attended the 1996 COSC 196 final Web Site Presentations: 
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Date: Fri, 28 Jun 1996 09:20:27 -0500

From: "Horacio A. Mendez Castro" 

Subject: Re: Web Design final presentations

To: georgec@boris.mscs.mu.edu (Dr. George F. Corliss  MU MSCS)

>

Thank you for inviting me to the presentations, George....I enjoyed seeing

the work of the students and it was evident that they had invested quite a

bit of time and effort in their projects.  This makes my earlier comments to

you even more appropriate, since a lot of that effort can be nullified by

the negative impact of sloppiness and/or just bad spelling and grammar.

>

I'm sure you highlight the need for accuracy in your WWW seminar, but I

would put it in even stronger terms:  in this day and age it is INEXCUSABLE

to have obvious misspellings, ugly typos and bad grammar on Web sites (or in

any publication, for that matter).  This is even more serious when the

"publicized" institution is a reputable university.  It conveys an

impression not only of low language standards but also one of "who cares?",

given that spelling and grammar checkers are available to anybody with a

computer.  But they should be complemented by a good "live" proof reader to

catch those instances where "dumb" checkers are fooled.

>

Every one of the presentations I attended yesterday showed--to a greater or

lesser degree--examples of sloppy proof-reading.  Titles and headings

deserve special attention because mistakes in them stand out like flashing

neon lights.  Parents of prospective students--and even some of the high

school students themselves--may be "instantly turned off" by some of the

glaring misspellings on Web pages designed to attract them.

>

Please forgive my emphasis on this subject, but I've been fighting a crusade

for years to counteract the common view that "engineer's can't write"

(motto:  "I are an engineer"), unfortunately with not much success.  I've

even thought of developing a course on "Writing Principals for Principle

Investigators".  You wouldn't believe the horror stories I encountered at

IBM (programmers SURELY can't write!), inventors of the verb "to solution".

>

Regards,

                Horace

