FSM 301 Introduction to Fire Service Management Research

ASSIGNMENT #4

For Assignment #3, you were required to complete a descriptive research report in APA format that described one theory developed by each of ten management theorists. You selected the ten theorists from a list of eighteen that were provided for the assignment.  You were also provided with a template to follow that was intended to assist you with APA style and format requirements. (Hint: Keep this template for use with all of your APA style and format papers).

For Assignment #4 (the final assignment for this course), you are to complete a comparative research report. As is implied, a comparative report compares one or more items with each other and arrives at some conclusion about the items that are compared and/or includes some recommendation about them.

All the papers you will complete in the series of independent studies, is a review article. Page 5 of the APA states that, "Review articles are critical evaluations of material that has already been published”.  A comparative review article (or paper) must:

· *define and clarify the problem (in this case, what is to be compared)

· *summarize previous investigations in order to inform the reader of the state of current research (what does the literature have to say about the topics  being compared)

· *identifies relations, contradictions, gaps, and inconsistencies in the literature (how does one item compare to the other)

· *suggests the next step or steps in solving the problem (what can be concluded and/or recommended as a result of having compared these items)

*(Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association [APA], 2001, p. 7) 

Take the following steps to complete this assignment:

1. Select two management theorists from the list of 18 management theorists that was provided to you for Assignment #3.

2. Go to the library and find a minimum of three books that include materials describing the two management theorists you selected and their works. (Do not use Internet resources for this assignment. The use of electronic research sources will be permitted in later independent study courses).

3. Read and study the materials you found that describes these two management theorists and their works. While doing so, look for ways in which the works of the two theorists complement each other, differ from each other, etc. (How do they compare?)

4. Write a comparative review article (paper) that compares the works of the two management theorists and which provides a meaningful conclusion and/or recommendation that is based on the material presented in the body of the article. This review article must include all of the following:

a. A title page that conforms to APA style and format. “A title should summarize the main idea of the paper simply and, if possible, with style” (APA, 2001, p. 10).

b. An abstract (see APA page 12). Note: The abstract in Assignment #3 is not appropriate for Assignment #4. Your Abstract must summarize the thrust of your paper, and this is the first paper you have written that was on a topic you select.

c. An introduction. The introduction must be no more than two paragraphs and must define the topic (in more detail than the Abstract). It discusses the purpose and scope of the article, provide a general description of the sources used (not by specific title; but, by category of publication, where most any reader can find the sources, etc), and describe what was concluded and/or recommended.

d. A four (4) to six (6) page review of the literature. This is where you provide information about each theorist’s works and how the works compare. Do not editorialize, rationalize, or make judgments about the material. Just report (review) what you found in the literature. (This section follows your one or two paragraph introduction with no “white-space” between the two. Most of your independent study articles will not require headings other than the main title. However, if you choose to use headings, refer to APA pages 111 through 115.

e. A conclusion and/or recommendation that is a minimum of two full, double- space typed pages in length. Here is where you use your thoughts and ideas on the subject explored, combined with what you have learned from your sources, to conclude the comparison and/or make recommendations. Most of these two pages should be in your own words and should express your knowledge of the subject. However, do not personalize your writing (never use first person). Your writing must be professional in nature, must not ramble or generalize, must address the topic, and must provide specifics. Include in-text citations where appropriate.

f. A References page using proper APA style and format that provides a full reference for each work cited in your text (minimum of three books).

           (Continued on next page.)                

VERY IMPORTANT

Be absolutely certain that you never plagiarize. Plagiarism is a serious offense and, at its most extreme, can result in a student being permanently suspended from the University.  In order not to plagiarize:

· Read the section on Ethics of Scientific Publication that begins on page 292 of the APA. Remember, “… an author does not present the work of another as if it were his or her own work” (APA, 2001, p. 394).

· Read your sources thoroughly. In fact, to benefit fully from these assignments, you should be studying and learning from these sources.

· Paraphrase….paraphrase…paraphrase. Draw upon your own knowledge and what you have learned to write about your topic “in your own words”. You may need to refer to your sources for details but always summarize passages or rearrange the order of the sentence and change some of the words (APA, 1994).

· If you must quote, do so sparingly (no more than one or two quotes per article) and follow the APA requirements.

· Always credit your source. Regardless of whether you paraphrase or quote a source, you must give credit to that source.  Both the actual words used and the thought or idea belong to the original author. Therefore, even paraphrased information/passages must include in-text citations. (See APA page 120 [3.39].

· A special case that is frequently encountered involves the use of information from one source that was found in another source. Item 22 on page 247 of the APA describes how to cite a work discussed in a secondary source.

FINALLY

Show pride in your work. Evaluate the content of your article as well as its grammar, punctuation, spelling, and compliance with the APA. Use every tool available to you in quality checking your work including having someone else critique it. APA pages 29 and 30 and Appendix B are good guides to follow. Don’t forget that computer spell checkers will not correct usage of the wrong word (i.e., “to” versus “too”). 

Fred L. Wilson
3
FSM301

