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GLOSSARY OF NAMES

Adylov, Ismail - Member of the Independent Human Rights Organization of Uzbekistan; 

currently in jail on charges of support for Islamic Organization Hezb-ut-Tahrir

Akayev, Askar - President of the Kyrgyz Republic

Ardzinov, Mikhail - Head of banned Independent Human Rights Organization of 

Uzbekistan; activist in banned “Erk” party

Jalalov, Abdulhasiz - Head of People’s Democratic Party of Uzbekistan; ran against 

Karimov in 2000 presidential elections

Karbanov, Muidin - Member of Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan; convicted and then 

amnestied

Karimov, Islam - President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Kasimova, Makbuba - Member of the Independent Human Rights Organization of 

Uzbekistan; currently in jail on charges of harboring a fugitive and fraud

Mirsaidov, Shahrullah - former prime minister and vice president of Uzbekistan; ousted 

by Karimov after an attempted parliamentary coup in 1991.

Nazarbaev, Nursultan - President of Kazakstan

Nishanov, Rafiq - First Secretary of Uzbek Communist Party prior to Karimov

Niyazov, Saparmurat - President of Turkmenistan

Oripov, Otanazar - First Secretary of banned “Erk” party

Polat, Abdumannob - Chair, Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan; Director, Union of 

Councils’ Central Asian Human Rights Information Network, currently in exile in 

the United States

Polat, Abdurahim - Leader of banned “Birlik” party; currently lives in United States

Rahmonov, Imomali - President of Tajikistan

Rashidov, Sharaf - First Secretary of the Communist Party of Uzbekistan, 1959-1983

Rashidova, Sayyora - Human Rights Ombudsman for the Oliy Majlis; daughter of Sharaf 

Rashidov

Soliq, Mohammed - Leader of banned “Erk” party; ran against Karimov in 1991 

presidential elections; accused of masterminding February 1999 bombings; believed to be in hiding in Scandinavia

Yakubov, Talib - General Secretary of Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan

Yuldosh, Tohir - Leader of Islamist “Adolat” movement; accused of complicity in 

February 1999 bombings and believed to be in hiding in Taliban-controlled 

portion of Afghanistan

Zahidov, Murat - Chairman of Society for the Protection of Human Rights in Uzbekistan

Insert Diagram: Government and opposition in Uzbekistan

ABSTRACT


The 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union was heralded by many as a victory for democracy.  Fukuyama even claimed that communism’s collapse represented the ‘End of History.’ However, nine years after the Soviet collapse democracy’s great victory has resulted in the emergence of as many consolidated dictatorships as consolidated democracies.  Moreover, dictatorship has managed to thrive in one region above all others - Central Asia.  The majority of the research on the so-called ‘transition’ has focused on why democracy has succeeded or failed.  This thesis will invert the traditional paradigm and examine why dictatorship succeeded Central Asia through a country study of Uzbekistan.  The questions of how and why Uzbekistan developed an autocracy form a critical, if dark, side of the transition equation.


This thesis will dissect transition in Uzbekistan along three related lines of inquiry.  First, it will examine what the precise outcome of transition has been in Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan’s autocracy is not rooted in the Soviet system; instead it represents an attempt to build an East Asian-style autocratic state.  Second, this thesis will examine why Uzbekistan developed dictatorship.  Issues of constitutional design and modernization seem to be far less important for explaining democratic collapse than Uzbekistan’s political culture. Third, this thesis will examine why Uzbekistan has developed East Asian-style authoritarianism as opposed to another type.  Uzbekistan’s natural resource base helped the regime of President Islam Karimov to quickly consolidate power. However, the sources of Uzbekistan’s East Asian-style autocracy cannot be determined from available sources.
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