Egypt Places to go People to see

These recommendations are based on our personal experiences after our 3 visits to Egypt.  We have no business interests at all, and receive no payments for any recommendations we make.

Aswan.  The Aswan Oberoi on Elephantine is a first class Hotel.  Nice gardens, first class swimming pool and friendly and helpful staff made our week here such a pleasant one.  We booked to stop here at http://www.totalstay.co.uk but have also noted some competitive prices at http://www.alpha-beds.com The Hotel food was excellent but for a change try the Nubian restaurant on Essa Island. Telephone 0122162379.  The Ferry to the Restaurant leaves from opposite the Egypt Air offices.  We went twice and it’s on our list to be visited again soon.  Places to visit locally from Elephantine Island.  The Botanical Gardens on Kitchener’s Island, Tombs of the Nobles and the Museum on Elephantine Island.  They can all be reached easily by Felucca.  Fixed price Feluccas (E£40per hour) are available at the Ferry, landing on Elephantine Island.  Our Friend Ahmed took us in his Felucca “Ananas” and looked after us as if we were his own family.  Pictures at http://www.geocities.com/wwwwphil/page3.html  

Luxor.  We have stopped twice at the Sonesta St George Hotel.  http://www.sonesta.com/egypt_luxor/ Nice Hotel, friendly staff and nice pool area.  You can pay extra for a Nile view.  But there is lots of entertainment from the balcony of a city view room, watching the Caleche drivers arguing about fares.  We think the Sonesta is a first class Hotel but getting a bit expensive at £60+ a night, if you consider that this August the Sheraton 5* in Luxor  for 2 guests, Room and Breakfast is £21 a night at http://www.alpha-beds.com Opposite the Sonesta St George is the Kings Head Pub.  Battle your way through the shop owners on the ground floor and up endless stairs to the Third floor for some excellent food.  On our last visit to Luxor, we used a Taxi to visit sites on the West Bank, Dendara and Edfu.  Our driver, El Taher Marey Hashem known to all as Refat Was very good. Picture at http://www.geocities.com/wwwwphil/lux6.html  Always on time and once he knew what we wanted to visit, was a mine of information about less popular but still very interesting archaeological sites to visit.  He can be contacted via E mail at eltahermarey@yahoo.com.

Finally to be avoided in Luxor.  Jane Akshar at flatsinluxor.co.uk  We Booked to stop here in March this year but left after 20 minutes.  Sparing you the details basically this Lady is a verbally oppressive bully and her Flats are dirty.

Cairo.  In Cairo we stopped at the Pyramids Park Resort.  http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/ic/1/en/hd/crohb?irs=y  A pleasant Hotel, close to the Pyramids at Giza.  If you Book to stop there 28 days in advance, then its $48 +19% taxes a night for 2 guests room only.  The more we book Hotels in Egypt the more we see massive differences in the prices charged by different Web Sites, as much as $150 a night difference between the cheapest and most expensive for the same Hotels on the same dates of arrival and departure.  Our advice is keep searching, there should be no need to pay more than $60 a night for 4/5 star Hotels.   While we were in Cairo we used a Hertz car to visit places of interest.  Our driver, Omar Ahmed Ali, was more a friend than a driver, taking great care of us.  We will always remember him as the person who made this holiday, our honeymoon, so special.  He can be contacted at: home, Phone  202 6374458 Mobile 010 1531897 or through Hertz cars at the Pyramids Park.  People to avoid in Cairo.  Nasser Aly the owner of ww.egypttaxi.com.  When we request a taxi driver to take us somewhere, that’s where we expect to go.  Not to visit his assorted relative’s shops.  
 

