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November 28, 2002

Smitherman Claims Partial Victory for Pensioners and Employees in Ontario

Queen’s Park – Liberal Financial Institutions Critic George Smitherman (MPP Toronto Centre – Rosedale) claimed partial victory today for pensioners and employees with the Minister of Finance’s announcement that measures in Bill 198 dealing with pensions will never be proclaimed.

“Thousands of pensioners and employees knew from the start this legislation was wrong, Ontario Liberals knew this legislation was wrong, everyone but the Minister seemed to know it was wrong” said Smitherman.  “Finally the Minister has come to understand her own legislation is wrong.”

Despite the announcement, the government still refuses to sever this legislation from the Bill before passage.  Doing so could be accomplished in about 10 minutes with the unanimous agreement of all parties in the Legislature.

“The government’s approach is fundamentally dishonest.  They admit that the pension portions are flawed but they refuse to remove them from the Bill.”

“The only reason we’re being asked to vote on this flawed legislation is because the Minister is too embarrassed to admit she got it wrong.”
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