Statement by:

The National Committee of People Deprived of Citizenship
House of Lords- London

15th December 2005.

The Committee was founded by a number of human rights activists in May 2005 to help the citizenship deprived of Bahrainis to regain their right of citizenship they deserve as per Bahrain Citizenship Act of 1963.

The Committee started with 60 cases of deprived citizenship. This number has increased during the last few months and now we have over 160 cases concerning about 500 individuals. In addition to that number, the committee is also sponsoring  the case of Al Sitrawi family, composed of  84 members.

The committee started following up these cases with concerned offices in the Government. The steps taken were:

· Letters sent to the Royal Court addressed to HM the King of Bahrain attached to it our first list of 60 cases.
· Telegrams sent to the Royal Court addressed to HM the King of Bahrain requesting for a meeting to discuss these cases. 

· Meetings with members in the Parliament.

· Meetings with members in the Shura Council.

· Meetings with the Under Secretary of the Ministry of Interiors, who is also the head of the Directorate of Immigrations and Passport.

· Meetings with the Head of Legal Affairs in the Directorate of Immigrations and Passport.

· Participating in the Parallel Conference for the Future Forum that was held in Bahrain and in Qatar in November 2005.

· Participating in peaceful demonstrations and protests asking for the rights of citizens.
· Holding seminars and workshops, the latest was held at the Hilton Hotel on the 11/12/2005 titled "Citizens Despite Deprivations".

Despite of all attempts to put an end to the sufferance of this category of Bahraini citizens, no positive response from Bahraini officials, to solve this critical and important issue, was received.
The Committee's demands on behalf of Bahrainis deprived of citizenship:

Granting the Bahraini citizenship to all those entitled to it as per Bahrain Citizenship Act of 1963.

Reinstating the citizenship to the Bahrainis deprived of it, for example Al Sitrawi Family.
