Topic: Politics of Congressional Committee Structure
Source #1: Professional Source

Citation:  

The Library of Economics and Liberty 

             “Federal Budget” by: John F. Cogan 

Source #2: Internet Source

Citation:

The House of Representatives – Rules


www.house.gov/rules/96-912.htm

 

Summary:

 ‘The Library of Economics and Liberty’ is a source that brings together professors and experts on different matters of ‘Economics and Liberty’ to explain these topics to the general public. The House of Representatives site was created to explain how the House of Representatives works. It has a special section to explain the different procedures that the House must go through in various situations such as the budget. With political party conflicts and priority controversy, the road to constructing the budget is a rough one.
 

Application:

There is constantly political conflict over the United States federal budget system. Some of these conflicts come from the politics of the congressional committee structure. Within that there are three major factors that cause political conflict and controversy.


The House and Senate Budget Committees are responsible for marking up and reporting the budget resolution. They hold hearings on the topics, receive “views and estimates” reports from the other committees, and gather information from the Congressional Budget Office. Here, their job is to figure out how much each group wants in the year’s budget. The Budget committees consider particular programs to a different extent each year. Specific program decisions are supposed to be left to the Appropriations committees, who enact each policy, or to other committee jurisdiction, but that is not always the case. This brings us to our first controversial point. The major issues will most likely be brought up on the floor. This gives the issues that the Budget committees take priority in Congress. Since only about half of the bills in Congress get appropriated, those that some feel are ‘less important’ fall to the bottom of the list.

Since all committees have to vote on the budget, political parties come to play. If a new Welfare budget proposal comes to Congress, it will depend on the majority party if it passes. This holds true especially if there is a divided government. All money starts in the House of Representatives. If the cabinet has any proposals, they must first go to the President and then he/she may propose it to the House. If Congress is of a different party, no budget presented by the President will be certain to pass. The Congressional Budget and Impoundment Act of 1974 created the Congressional Budget Office and made congress more involved with the budget, giving them a 2/3 override of Presidential wishes.

The third issue relates to the different structures of the House and Senate. Each year the House Rules Committee reports a “special rule” which, if approved, establishes the terms and conditions under which the budget resolution will be considered. The Senate has no set structure for deciding how to pass the amendments to the budget and most of the time it goes to the leadership. This means that it is no longer the committees that make the final budget amendments, it is left up to the leaders, a few choice people of the full 100 members. This takes a lot of power away from the majority wishes and gives it to those with titles. It begins to make a hierarchy within a set part of the United States democracy, which in itself is somewhat anti-democracy.

        These are only three of the many points that cause political controversy in the United States federal budget structure. With the passing of terms on Appropriations committees, Political Parties, and the absence of a constant set structure within the two houses, the federal budget runs into problems each year. Without it, we would be nowhere, but the way it is used is not problem-free and often causes more problems than it solves.
