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Prohibition
(740)
Immigration Restrictions
(741)
The Ku Klux Klan
(742)
Cultural changes resisted by large sectors of American public
Antiradicalism in politics and traditionalism in culture brought by Red Scare, resentments over urban power common in rural America
Eighteenth Amendment (banning of alcohol) takes place Jan 1920, enforcing law turns out to be very difficult
Volstead Act of 1919 establishes Prohibition Bureau to enforce

Law is totally ignored, bootleg alcohol smuggled in everywhere
Prohibition gives boost to violent organized crime, money made from bootlegging is higher than anything else, Al Capone an example
Organized crime permanent part of life after Twenty-first Amendment (1933) repeals prohibition
Controversial act, “wets” vs. “drys”, prohibition does lower per capita consumption of alcohol
Anti-immigrant feeling peak after WWI because of new immigrant from southern/eastern Europe, Catholic/Jewish, darker skinned
Anti-Catholic American Protective Association and Immigration Restriction League provide arguments for American superiority
Scientific racism reinforces anti-immigrant bias, argue that genetically inferior races will ruin American superiority
Immigration Act (1921) – maximum of 357,000 immigrants per year
Quota limit only to only 3% of natives in 1910 census, Johnson-Reed Immigration Act (1924) revises quotas to 2% in 1890 census because there are fewer southern/eastern Europeans in US, maximum quota cut to 164,000
Congress accepts racial assumptions of popular writers such as Madison Grant (The Passing of the Great Race) and base immigration restriction on superior/inferior races
Ku Klux Klan is nativism’s most effective mass movement, reborn in 1915 after Birth of a Nation, bases on old organization
Hiram W. Evans transforms organization, advocated “100 percent Americanism” and “faithful maintenance of White Supremacy”
Attacked Prohibition, birth control, Darwinism, and Roman Catholic Church
Defend of traditional values of small-town Protestant America, ironically relies on modern urban culture for publicity/businesses
3 million members by 1924, Prohibition enforcement unites Klansmen more than any other issue
Popular social movement, members join for social events/community life, Klanswomen defend families vs. corruption and immorality
Powerful force in Democratic Party politics in Texas, Oklahoma, Indiana, Colorado, Oregon
Religious Fundamental-ism
(743)
Klan loses members and influence when David C. Stephenson becomes involved in personal affair with woman on train, charged with manslaughter
Protestant congregations focus less on religious practice/worship and more on social and reform activities in local community
Fundamentalists emphasize literal reading of Bible, reject tenets of modern science as inconsistent with word of God
Fundamentalists attack Darwinism in schools, by 1925 five southern states restrict the teaching of evolution
John T. Scopes breaks law in 1925 to challenge in court, Clarence Darrow is his attorney

Prosecution led by William Jennings Bryan, anti-evolutionist and fundamentalist
Trial attracts thousands of reports, broadcast nationally on radio
The Scopes “monkey trial” is most publicized moment of decade
Scope is convicted, verdict thrown out on technicality later
Struggle over evolution continued, prosecutions ceased
Why were people joining the Ku Klux Klan is such large numbers in the 1920’s?  Can you connect the KKK to other movements in this period?
There was a large influx in the number of Ku Klux Klan members in the 1920s because of the common feeling of nativism after World War I. Hirams W. Evans completely changed the organization with a massive recruiting scheme that eventually increased membership to around 3 million people. The Klan presented itself as the defender of White Protestant values and advocated a strong anti-Black, Catholic, and Jewish belief.
