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Feminism in Transition
(744)
Mexican Immigration
(745)
(746)
Prosperity of decade unevenly distributed across America 
Reform movements come upon hard times, Republican new era inspires range of critics unfulfilled by American life

With achievement of suffrage, central issue in female reform is gone

Movement splits in two, one stressing woman’s difference from men in order to press protective legislation, other emphasizing way women were like men in order to push for legal and civil equality
NAWSA reorganizes into League of Women Voters, advocates ability for women to reform society through voting – politicized domesticity
National Woman’s Party (NWP) – 1916, smaller more militant party

Argue for equality, downplay significance of suffrage, oppose protective legislation b/c it promotes sex stereotypes
Focus on Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), introduced in 1923
Some argue against, claim will lose protective legislation that benefits poor and working-class women, injure more than it benefits
ERA supporters stress individualism, competition, and “rights”, opponents emphasize industrial exploitation and low-paying jobs
NWP fails to get ERA passed, brought up again in 1970s
As businesses expands, more women in white-collar jobs, men still dominate higher-paid and managerial jobs
Sheppard-Towner Act (1921) – federally funded health car program, funds for prenatal and health care centers
Hailed as reform breakthrough, but has great opposition from NWP and American Medical Association – Congress cuts funds in 1929
459,000 Mexicans enter US between 1921 and 1930 plus illegal aliens
Primary pull is agricultural expansion, mainly in California need Mexican workers to fill gap left by decline in European immigration
Mexican communities emerge, immigrants settle permanently
Flourish in Los Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, Kansas City, Gary
Racism/segregation confines most to barrios, poor housing conditions
Work low-paying jobs, inadequate healthcare, restrictions ban from entering other professions, dreams of returning to Mexico
Nativist efforts to limit immigration thwarted by powerful agribusiness

LA Chamber of Commerce - Mexicans naturally suited for agriculture “due to their crouching and bending habits”
Mutual aid societies become key political institution, centers of resistances to civil rights violations/discrimination
Federation of Mexican Workers Unions, marks beginning of struggle for economic, social, and racial equality to Mexican Americans
The “New Negro”
(747)
(748)
Intellectuals and Alienation
African communities in northern cities grow rapidly, largest and most influential is Harlem in NYC, demographic/cultural capital of blacks
Black population of 200,000 by 1930
High demand for housing, extremely overcrowded apartments 
Boasted large middle-class population, magnet for African American intellectuals, political center for the “New Negro”
New spirit in work of black writers, encourages African Americans to develop culture, “nothing can destroy prejudice better than recognition of Negro as contributor to American civilizations
Militant spirit of black veterans from WWI matures and finds variety of expression in Harlem in 1920s
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) formed

Marcus Garvey’s Universal Improvement Association, creates mass movement stressing economic self-determination and unity

Black Star Line – black shipping line, spectacular failure due to lack of capital and financial mismanagement

Harlem becomes attraction for “slumming” whites, nightclubs have black staff but no black audience
War, Prohibition, corporate power inspires some intellectual to leave country and live abroad

Alienation/disillusion with American life prominent subjects in literature/thought, themes developed in many different ways
