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(767)
Roosevelt’s Critics
(768)
The Second Hundred Days
(769)
New Deal critics complain FDR overstepped traditional boundaries of gov’t action, others angry that he has not done enough
Voices of protest help push the New Deal in more radical directions
Criticism on right comes from pro-Republican newspapers and American Liberty League (conservative businessmen)
Argue New Deal is attack on property tights, welfare state, decline of personal liberty, some declare laws “socialistic”
Charles E. Coughlin at first supports New Deal, but in 1934 begins to attack FDR on the basis that he wanted dictatorial powers
Founds National Union for Social Justice party, runs against Roosevelt in 1936, polls only 900,000 votes
Movements on the left find New Deal too timid in its measures
Upton Sinclair creates End Poverty in California program, wins primaries but loses to Republican backed by wealthy executives

Huey Long, governor of Louisiana, calls for radical redistribution of wealth, supports Roosevelt at first then breaks off because New Deal isn’t moving fast enough
Organized the Share Our Wealth Society to limit size of large fortunes, promises $5000 homestead and $2500 income for everyone
Assassination in September prevents third-party candidacy, saves FDR
Militant labor movements hold marches/rallies to demand work, over 1.5 million strikes in 1934, employers resist unionization everywhere
Roosevelt worried about losing support from workers, unemployed
Begins to concentrate on social reform: strengthening commitment to creating jobs, providing security vs. old age, unemployment, illness, and improving housing conditions
Emergency Relief Appropriation Act, $5 billion for public-works programs for the jobless
Works Progress Administration (WPA) is major responsible agency, sees employment of over 8 million on many construction projects
Social Security Act of 1935 provides for old-age pension and unemployment insurance, payroll tax creates retiree fund in pensions
Law establishes federal responsibility for vulnerable citizens
Roosevelt calls for new legislation to strengthen labor rights after NIRA and its provisions protecting union organizing declared unconstitutional

National Labor Relations Act (The Wagner Act) (1935), federal gov’t guarantees right of workers to join or form labor unions and bargain for wages, benefits, and working-conditions
Defined and prohibited against unfair labor practices, unions increase
Resettlement Administration (RA) designed to create model communities, helps destitute farm families relocate to productive areas
Due to lack of funds, only 1% of projected 500,000 are moved
Labor’s Upsurge: Rise of the CIO
(770)
The New Deal Coalition at High Tide
Led by Rexford G. Tugwell, creates model greenbelt communities
Union membership increases from 2.8 million in 1932 to 10.4 million in 1942, growth changes lives/economic status of millions
Committee for Industrial Organization (CIO) created in 1935 at AFL convention, goal to organize mass-production workers by industry rather than by craft, emphasize need for opening unions to everybody
John L. Lewis sees establishment of unions in mass-production industries as dangerous, despite the Wagner Act
Uses resources of United Mine Workers to organize drives focusing on steel/auto industries, invaluable help in task of creating unions
Sit-down strike is popularized, membership in CIO unions grow rapidly after success in the Flint-sit downs at General Motors
1938, CIO unions with over 4 million members withdraw from AFL and reorganize as the Congress of Industrial Organizations
Labor movement gains permanent place in mass-production industries Labor programs actually essential economic factors for recovery
Republicans nominate Governor Alfred M. Landon of Kansas for president, emphasizes appeal to traditional American values
Roosevelt attacks “economic royalists” who have problems with gov’t intervention, at same distances himself from radicals
Roosevelt carries every state except Maine and Vermont, polls 61% of popular vote, Democrats increase majorities in House and Senate
Democrats forge new coalition of voters that dominate politics
“New Deal coalition”: white southern Democrats, big-city political machines, industrial workers, trade unionists, farmers
Especially popular w/ Catholic/Jewish immigrants, blacks

Depression not over, but New Deal helped out a lot
What were the key differences between the first and second New Deals?  Why did FDR change course?
As the popularity of leaders like Sinclair, Townsend, and Long suggested Roosevelt might be losing support from farmers and workers, he took a turn to the left and starting the second New Deal. The main difference between the second New Deal and the first was that the second focused mainly on programs of social reform. Within these programs were two very important acts: The Wagner Act and the Social Security Act of 1935. The Wagner Act gave the long-desired government approval of unions and defined and prohibited unfair labor practices. The Social Security Act created a retirement fund created by a payroll tax, given back in small monthly pensions after reaching the age of 65. FDR changed courses to include more people in his attempts at economic relief and because he did not want to lose the important electoral votes of the lowest and most unrepresented classes.
