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(771)
The Dust Bowl
(772)
(773)
Water Policy
(774)
A New Deal for Indians
New Deal affects West more than any other region
Transforms Western agriculture, water and energy sources
Economic development and politics dominated by bureaucracies
In mid-1930s, dust storms create ecological and economic disaster due to stripping the landscape of its natural vegetation
Grasses destroyed so there is nothing to prevent erosion, ten of millions of acres of topsoil is blown away
Dust storms destroy crops, cause respiratory infection
Resettlement Administration gives farm families relief, 1/5 – 1/3 hit

Agricultural Adjustment Agency (AAA) pays farmers millions to not grow what they could not sell and plant soil-enriching crops
Taylor Grazing Act of 1934 brings stock grazing on 8 million acres of public land into federal management

Soil Conservation Service (SCS) alters land-use patterns, tries to reverse soil erosion with research and funding
By 1940, dust storms only affect 1 million acres, again wheat farming expands with WWII and the New Deal with disregard for environment
Tenant farmers and sharecroppers receive little from AAA subsidies
Many flee to California, offers more jobs, higher wages than most states in southern plains, Okies find poorly paid work, discriminated against
Mexican farm workers lose jobs to Dust Bowl refugees
Hostile climate in Southwest causes campaigns to repatriate Mexicans
Nearly 500,000 deported to Mexico in 1930s
Bureau of Reclamation establishes of National Reclamation Act of 1902 to construct dams and irrigation works, encourage small farms
Hoover Dam built to prevent floods, irrigate Imperial Valley, provide water for southern California, and supply electricity to Los Angeles
Completed in 1935, costs $114 million, makes valley productive
All-American Canal created in 1938, channel from Colorado River to Imperial Valley, irrigation for millions of acres of deserts
Central Valley Project (CVP) brings water from Sacramento River to San Joaquin Valley in South, costs $2.3 billion, completed in 1947
Grand Coulee Dam in Washington, completed in 1941
Technology has effect on environment, pollutes rivers, kills fish
Important/limited changes for Indians, in 1933 have worst poverty rate in country, high infant mortality rate, much disease
Bureau of Indians Affairs (BIA) assimilates Indians, destroys culture
John Collier assigned by Roosevelt to change BIA, pledges to stop wronging the Indians and rewrite cruel laws
Halts sale of Indian lands, secures money for schools on Indian land

(775)
A New Deal for the Arts
(776)
(777)
The Documentary Impulse
(778)
Waiting for Lefty
Driving force behind Indian Reorganization Act (IRA) which repealed Dawes Severalty Act, sought to restore tribal structures by making tribes instruments of federal gov’t with recognition
Congress reluctant at first, insist on many changes to original plan

Effort met with mixed results from Indians, 181 tribes organize under plan while 77 reject
Large Navajo tribe rejects because of reduction of livestock, disagree with US on source of erosion around Lake Mead and Boulder Dam

BIA becomes much more sensitive to culture/religious freedom
Strives for Indian political autonomy, but is unrealistic, Collier’s most important legacy is Indian tribes as semisovereign nations
DEPRESSION-ERA CULTURE
Culture greatly shaped by Depression, expressions of protest and revolution common as capitalism is in crisis
Federal gov’t offers support to artists and writers, movies, radio broadcasting, and jazz become central place in American life
Federal Project No. 1 offers work to artists/intellectuals, enriches cultural lives of many, one of most successful New Deal programs
Federal Writers Project employs 5,000, produces popular guidebooks

Federal Theater Project (FTP) reaches many with productions, emphasis on expanding audience with cheaper tickets
FTP often found too radical, politics in plays reflect politics in life
Federal Music Project and Federal Art Project are two smaller but similar projects, FMP employs many touring musicians while FAP employs painters and sculptors to teach art in schools/churches

Many try to document devastation of depression in American communities, depict struggles to cope with and reverse hard times
“The documentary impulse” is common style in 1930s cultural expression, influences audience through evidence of social problems and human suffering, most influential way is through photograph
Produce powerful images of despair and resignation, but at same time show hope and resilience
Double vision of pain with faith in overcoming disaster common in books, Gone With the Wind and The Grapes of Wrath
Some blame capitalism, but very few become communists or socialists, Marxist analysis has influence on era’s thought and writing
Communist writers celebrate struggle over individual achievement
Left-wing influence reaches height in “Popular Front” period (1935)
Communists unite with liberals and antifacists, support New Deal, organize Abraham Lincoln Brigade to fight against facists
(779)
Hollywood in the 1930s
(780)
The Golden Age of Radio
(781)
The Swing Era
Communists play role in CIO unionizing, lead sit-down strikes
Movies most popular entertainment form, moviegoing common
Gangster films popular in depression years, social disorder treated comically with Marx Brothers

Express personal visions of American values, Walt Disney and Frank Capra very popular
By 1940, 90% of Americans have radios in home, advertisers dominate with alliance between NBC and CBS
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) established in 1934 continues policies favoring commercial broadcasting
Depression helps radio expand by offering attractive outlet to advertisers seeking nat’l audience, by 1939 revenues up to $171 million
Soap operas and radio dramas become popular, much character development and little action
Radio news arrives in 1930s, by 1939, 70% of Americans rely on radio as primary source of news, radio fail to cover political controversies
Radio popularizes jazz, exposes to more than just African-Americans, Duke Ellington, Benny Moten enjoy almost national reputations
Benny Goodman is key figure in “swing era”, combines African-American influence with dance, big-band jazz popular with teens
Mass culture grows during depression, used as an escape from despair of poor life, identify with nat’l communities offered by media
How did the New Deal reshape western communities and politics?
The New Deal reshaped western communities and politics with improved systems of water, federal funding and subsidies for the unemployed, and a change in leadership in the BIA. Many dams were constructed in California to bring water to the arid Imperial Valley and surrounding areas, creating much more farmable land and jobs. As part of the relief program for the Dustbowl in the mid-West, money was given to farmers as long as they did not plant an excess of wheat and in turn planted soil-enriching crops. Finally, John Collier was appointed as the new leader of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. He worked hard to gain rights for the Indians and supported their cause with legislation such as the Indian Reorganization Act.
