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Roosevelt: The Big Stick
(689)
(690)
Taft: Dollar Diplomacy
(691)
“Progressive diplomacy” – commercial expansion backed by military presence in many countries
Aggressive foreign policy secures country as a new world power
Viewed Protestant Anglo-American culture as superior, believed America must be militarily strong for economic/political stature
“Speak softly and carry a big stick, you will go far”
Panama canal top priority for Roosevelt, Colombian Senate rejects American offer in 1903
As warships arrived in harbor to revolt against Colombia, province of Panama declares independence, US recognizes immediately
Treaty signed giving 10 mile wide canal zone, guarantee independence of Panama, $10 million down payment, $250,000 a year after
Canal gives commercial advantage over Western Hemisphere
$720 million dollars/8 years later, in 1914 canal is completed
Roosevelt agrees with necessity to “police the world”
Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, invoked to justify U.S. intervention against “chronic wrongdoing” (blockade on Venezuela)
Russo-Japanese War worries Roosevelt about Open Door policy in Asia

Open Door – all nations w/ equal access to trade/development rights in China, victory in Russia or Japan would threaten American business
Roosevelt mediates settlement of war (1905), wins Nobel Peace Prize
Much anti-Japanese discrimination, segregation of schools in San Francisco in 1906 – Roosevelt agrees to stop discrimination if Japan refuses to issue passports to male workers looking to emigrate
Did not want to be considered weak, builds up Navy, sends battleships to Japan to display power
Root-Takahira Agreements – affirms “status quo” in Asia, mutual respect for territorial possessions in Pacific, Open Door trade policy in China, recognizes Japan’s dominance of Korea/Southern Manchuria
William Howard Taft/secretary of state Philander C. Knox believe weapon of business investment > “big stick” militarism
“Dollar diplomacy” – “active intervention to secure merchandise and capitalist’s opportunity for profitable investments”

American investments in Central America grow rapidly, but requires heavy military support – economic/political structures of Honduras/Nicaragua controlled by dollar and bullet
Wilson: Moralism and Realism
(692)
Knox attempts to “neutralize” RRs in China, tries to set up huge int’l loan for China to own all foreign railroads/develop new ones

Angers Japanese/Russian, view as threat to negotiations in NH
Japan allies with Russia, Open Door policy closes, bad terms with Japanese for next 30 years until war
Takes office in 1913, Woodrow Wilson a reformer with no experience in diplomacy or foreign affairs
Policy: combine moralist’s faith in American democracy with realist’s understanding of the power of international commerce
Emphasized foreign investments/industrial exports to foreign markets
Extended Open Door policy, strong diplomatic/military measures for economic superiority
Power politics can interfere with moral vision
In Mexico, Francisco Madero takes over w/ promise of democracy and economic reform, murders by chief lieutenant General Victoriano Huerta right before taking office
Constitutionalists fight against Huerta, Wilson urges England to withdraw support in return for land claims in Mexico
American navy occupies port of Veracruz to block shipments to Huerta
Carranza overthrows in August, gives no credit to Wilson
Inability to control Mexican politics, supports Francisco Villa until defeated by Carranza, then finally recognizes Carranza in 1915
Villa is angry, becomes dangerous bandit, Wilson angry – sends 15,000 troops after through Mexico, guerilla tactics vs. Americans are effective
Battles between Carranza and Americans almost lead to war
Withdraws troops with in 1917 with America moving towards involvement in European War
Recognizes Carranza regime one month before entry in war
Attempt to guide Mexico’s revolution/protest U.S. interests a failure
Suggested limits of foreign policy tied to moral vision in idea of American exceptionalism
U.S. must use moral and material power to create new order
Were the foreign policies of T. Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson more similar or different?

The foreign policies of all three men were different, but had some similarities. Roosevelt was far more aggressive than the other two, and upheld the belief that America must “police the world.” This was backed up by the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, invoked to justify U.S. intervention against “chronic wrongdoing.” Taft’s policy was the weapon of business investment. His plan was to invest heavily in the South American economy and rely on foreign markets to improve the American economy. Finally, Wilson’s plan was to combine the moralist’s faith in American democracy with the realist’s understanding of the power of international commerce. He was similar to Taft in that he advocated foreign investments and industrial exports for economy superiority.
