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The Guns of August

American Neutrality
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Preparedness and Peace

Great War takes enormous human toll on generation of Europeans

US enters reluctantly, plays supportive role rather than central

Sharp imprint on economy, politics, cultural life in America

Two competing camps in Europe by 1907 

The Triple Alliance (Central Powers) – Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy

The Triple Entente (Allies) – Great Britain, France, Russia

Rivalry between Germany and Great Britain for power

June of 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to throne of unstable Austro-Hungarian empire, assassinated by Serbian nationalist who believed Bosnia should be annexed to Serbia

Germany pushes Austria to retaliate vs. Serbs, Serbs ask Russia for help

Germany invades Belgium, prepare to move to French border, stalemate in France w/ machineguns & trench warfare

Wilson issues neutrality proclamation, urges Americans to be impartial

Cultural, political, economic factors make impartiality impossible

1/3 population foreign-born or w/ immigrant parents, ties to Old World

Support for both sides of war found in America

British bombard America with propaganda campaigns, exploit advantage of common language and heritage

German propaganda blames Russian expansion/French desire for revenge

Economic ties greatest barrier to neutrality – can only trade w/ Allies because Germany is blockaded by British

By 1917: $2.5 billion to Allies, $27 million to central powers

Economic boom at home from trade, neutral in name only

February 1915 – Germany declares water around British Isles war zone

All enemy shipping subject to submarine attack, neutral powers warned to avoid zone, U.S. gives sharp protest, “violation of neutral rights”

Lusitania sinks, 1,198 die, 128 Americans, secretly carrying war materials

Wilson denounces as illegal/inhuman, Sec. Of State William Jennings Bryan protests against a policy he thought too warlike

March 1916 – Sussex, unarmed French ship is sunken, Wilson threatens to break diplomatic relations unless submarine warfare stops

National Defense Act (1916) – doubles size of army, integrates National Guards to federal control

American Union against Militarism, opposition to war strong in South (weak economic ties to Allies) and Midwest (Germans, socialists)

Progressive reformers speak against war, House Democrats oppose
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Safe for Democracy
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Selling the War
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Fading Opposition to War

Wilson acknowledges opposition, 1916 campaign slogan “He Kept Us out of War” 

Appeals to progressives, supports 8 hour days/effort for farmers

War-induced prosperity helps him defeat conservative Charles Evans Hughes

By end of January 1917, Germany decides against peace negotiations, declares all out submarine warfare against all neutral/belligerent ships

Gamble to destroy Allies before US can mobilize

Wilson breaks diplomatic relations, arms US merchant ships

Zimmermann note – intercepted message proposing German and Mexican alliance if US enters war, effective propaganda vs. Germany

Strengthens pro-war opinion in Southwest, US merchant ships armed and authorized to shoot at submarines, anti-German feelings increase

April 2, 1917: asks for war against escalation of submarine warfare, talks of new US role in foreign affairs, change in international structure

Senate: 82-6, House: 373-50, war declared on April 6

AMERICAN MOBILIZATION

Overall public enthusiastic, Wilson worried about feelings of ordinary Americans in regards to fighting in Europe

Mobilization a campaign to unify country

Committee on Public Information (CPI) to organize public opinion

Journalist/reformer George Creel is chairman, transforms CPI into aggressive agency for the promotion of the war

100 million pieces of literature to explain causes/meaning of war

Three major themes of CPI material: America as unified moral community, war as crusade for peace/freedom, image of despicable enemy (negative campaigns against Germans)

CPI pushes to end ties to Old World, become “unhyphenated Americans”, push for conformity leads to harassment against German Americans

Wilson labels war as moral crusade, liberals/progressives attracted to possibility of war being a positive force towards social change

Develop public good through science/greater efficiency

Progressives for war policy: “with sacrifice of war may achieve broader Democracy in Gov’t, more equitable distribution of wealth”

Randolph Bourne – voice of dissent among intellectuals, predicted sharp infringements on political and intellectual freedoms

Woman’s Peace Party dissolves, leaders volunteer for war work

Gives women role in communities: selling bonds, food drives, working for hospitals and the Red Cross

“You’re in the Army Now”
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Racism in the Military
Americans in Battle
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Central military issue was how to raise/deploy armed forces

Only 200,000 in army, volunteer rate very low

Selective Service Act – provides registration/classification for military services of all men between 21 an 34, no fee for substitute allowed

June 1917: 10 million register for draft, little resistance

2.8 million called for service, 2 million various volunteers

Army poses challenges of organization/control
Psychologists find 25% illiteracy rates, intelligence test becomes standard feature of American education system
Blacks find severe limitation in military, segregated units, endure violent treatment from white southern officers, denied service
Around 200,000 served in France, 1/5 saw combat
Received well by French citizens, sore point upon returning to US
Forced to be more involved than economic aid/military hardware
US send warships to protect merchant convoys and to aid British assaulting U-boats, tonnage lost down from 900,000 to 200,000
American Expeditionary Force (AEF) commanded by John Pershing
Trench warfare a necessity because of machine gun/artillery
Grim life in trenches makes mockery of glory of combat
“Doughboys” join army for money, by Sept. of 1918 over 1 mil in army
Late September, AEF fights Germans in front in the Meuse-Argonne offensive
Germans fall back, war ends in November w/ signing of armistice

War experience mixture of fear, exhaustion, fatigue
52,000 die – nothing compared to 9 million Russians, 6 million Germans, 5 million French
Was the United States a neutral power in the years leading to its entry in the war?
Even though America tried to maintain neutrality during the years before its entry in the war, it had a very hard time doing so. Germany’s blockade of Britain led to problems with the United States because their U-boats were attacking American merchant ships. In 1915, Germans declared the water around the British Isles a war zone, threatening to fire on all ships that passed through. The United States was also linked economically to the Allies, almost forcing them to choose a side. 
