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Roosevelt Readies for War
As political order breaks down due to Great Depression, unrest spreads across Europe and Asia

Demagogues, fueled by old resentments, suggest military conquest

Roosevelt has no plan to deal with conflict elsewhere in world, majority of Americans oppose involvement in war

War starts in Asia when Japan invades Manchuria in 1931, League of Nations forces them to withdraw in 1932

In 1937, Japan invades China again, controls all but western interior

Authoritarian nat’lism rises in Germany/Italy, angry over Treaty of Versailles and economic hardships caused by global depression

Benito Mussolini seizes fascist power in Italy, glorifies war as test of nat’l virility, “buried the putrid corpse of liberty”

National Socialists (Nazis) led by Adolf Hitler, takes power in 1933 with backing of industrialists and popular vote

Builds industrial infrastructure for large army to conquer Europe

In 1936, Italy and Germany join to form Rome-Berlin Axis, Nazi troops occupy the Rhineland and prepare to advance on Europe

In 1938, Hitler annexes Austria, war seems imminent

In November 1938, Nazi storm troopers beat and kill Jews, known as “Night of the Broken Glass”, other countries such as Hungary and Italy adopt anti-Semitic policies because of Hitler

Americans respond cautiously, by 1937 over 70% of Americans state that U.S. involvement in WWI was a mistake

Congress passes three Neutrality acts in 1935, 1936, and 1937 authorizing president to deny Americans firms to sell munitions to belligerent nations

College students oppose, 500,000 boycott class in demonstration

Socialists, communists, and Republicans argue against war

America First Committee formed in 1940 to oppose intervention
Gains attention because of membership of Henry Ford, Charles Lindbergh, other well-known personalities, 450 chapters in 1 year
Calls for int’l cooperation in 1936 to “quarantine the aggressors”, poll of Congress reveals 2/3 opposed economic sanctions
Nevertheless, wins $1 billion to enlarge the Navy, insists U.S. must do everything it can short of war to deter European aggression
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Pearl Harbor
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Hitler invades Poland on September 1, 1939, forces Britain and France to declare war on Germany two days later
Soviet Union signs nonaggression pact with Germany, enters Poland and splits the nation with Germany, head towards Finland after
Calculating U.S. will not enter the war, Hitler’s army uses Blitzkrieg, quick offensive attacks to get the job done fast
Attacks northern neighbors of Denmark and Norway in 1940, later takes Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, turns towards to England
Roosevelt invokes Neutrality Act of 1939, permits sale of arms to Britain, France, and China to “aid all Allies short of war”
Selective Service Act of 1940 is first peacetime military draft in history, sends 1.4 million men to training camps in July 1941
Production of airplanes/battleships for “hemispheric defense”
For reelection in 1940, Roosevelt promises to stay out of war, beats Wendell Willkie by 5 million votes
Lend-Lease Act passed in March, 1941, allows president to sell arms to any country whose defense appeared vital to U.S. security

Extends “security zone” half-way across Atlantic, orders U.S. ships to shoot at any Nazi vessels in “defensive waters”

Atlantic Charter in August of 1941 – secret meeting between Churchill and Roosevelt, proclamation specifies right of people to live free of fear, want and tyranny, calls for free trade among all nations

Pledged to all nations the right to self-determination
In June 1941, Nazi troops invade the Soviet Union, U.S. moves closer to intervention
War in Asia continues, Roosevelt moves Pacific Fleet from California to Pearl Harbor anticipating danger to American interests in Pacific
Japan joins Axis powers after US increased embargo on trade
Both Japan and US wait, Roosevelt wanting to save resources, Japan wanting to conquer Asia and French colonies, Burma, India
After invasion of Indochina, US freezes all Japanese assets, stops oil exportations, Japan continues to prepare for war vs. western powers
Japanese pilots practice bombardments for six months, intend to knock the US out of the Pacific in a single blow
December 7, 1941, Japanese planes bomb Pearl Harbor, destroy 200 planes, kill 2,400 Americans – attack Philippines and Guam same day
Congress declares war on Japan, but not yet on its allies
On December 11, Hitler declares war on United States, Italy follows
In what ways did FDR try to prepare the U. S. for war, despite isolationist opinions throughout the country?
FDR called for international cooperation in 1936 to “quarantine the aggressors”, but over two-thirds of the Congress opposed economic sanctions. Nevertheless, Congress appropriated $1 billion to increase the size of the Navy. Later, Roosevelt passed The Selective Service Act of 1940, enacting the first peacetime military draft and increasing the army by 1.4 million people. A year later, the Lend-Lease Act of 1941 was passed giving the president power to sell or lease munitions to countries whose defense appeared vital to US security. Finally, Roosevelt extended the “security zone” half-way across the Atlantic Ocean, ordering US ships to attack any Nazi ships in “defensive waters.”
