3/23 OM 906-913

NO EASY ROAD TO FREEDOM, 1957-62
Ch. 27
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Martin Luther King and the SCLC

(907)

Sit-Ins: Greensboro, Nashville, Atlanta

(908)

SNCC and the “Beloved Community”

Brown demonstrates using federal courts as weapon against discrimination and as means of protecting civil rights

Widespread opposition shows legal strategy won’t work

Civil rights activists can’t rely on federal help yet, black communities would have to help themselves first

MLK becomes nat’l figure after Montgomery bus boycott, on cover of Time magazine in January 1957, speaking invitations all over country

Born in 1929 in Atlanta, Ph.D. in theology from Boston University

Role model is Gandhi, respects nonviolent civil disobedience

King suffers from mood swings, discipline of nonviolence helps him to conquer his inner emotions, uses passion to be force for change

Six lessons from MLK: we can stick together for a common cause, our leaders do not have to sell out, threats and violence do not intimidate those who are aroused and non-violent, church is becoming militant and stressing gospel of salvation, gained new sense of dignity and destiny, have discovered weapon of nonviolent resistance

In 1957, Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) is founded, called upon blacks to “understand nonviolence is not a weakness, but transforms weakness to strength in face of danger”

SCLC has southern black church fighting on top of northern elite

Fails to spark the mass movement that made history in Montgomery

Sit-ins begin to occur in Greensboro, black college students sit at white-only restaurants, are refused service, and stay until closing

City officials want to change policy, white politicians won’t let them

45 students are arrested for trespassing, boycott begins, Greenboro’s leaders reluctantly agree, in July 1960, first black eats at Woolworth’s

During next few months, 70,000 participate in sit-ins, new form of direct-action protest, transform and empowers self-image of blacks

In Nashville, Rev. James Lawson leads workshops in nonviolence resistance, talks of ending segregation, creating better community

150 Nashville students arrested at sit-in, Lawson expelled from divinity school at Vanderbilt, eventually plays big role in movement

In Atlanta, 200 black students from Atlanta University stage sit-ins at City Hill, State Capitol, form Committee on an Appeal for Human Rights, many arrested on the first day, boycotts continue for a year

In September 1961, leaders relent and desegregation comes to Atlanta

Sit-in movements creates new generation of activists/leaders, pumps new energy into civil rights movement, many beatings in South

Student militancy causes discord in community, many worry about upsetting traditional patronage networks, losing white support
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The Election of 1960 and Civil Rights

(910)

Freedom Rides

(911)

(912)

The Albany Movement: The Limits of Protest

Some black college presidents attempt to stop movement all together

April 1960, conference of 120 black student activists in North Carolina to help students assess experiences and plan future actions

Led by Ella Baker, executive director of SCLC, counseled to remain independent from civil rights groups, encouraged student groups

Conference establishes Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), emphasis on fighting segregation through direct confrontation, mass action, and civil disobedience

During election, race relations kept away from center stage, Kennedy praises sit-in movement as revival of national reform spirit

Nixon’s campaign endorses some civil rights, minimizes identification with movement to keep southern voters

Kennedys support MLK, intervene in case to get him out of prison

Kennedy wins by 100,000 votes out of 69 million, 70% of black vote

With closeness of race, passage of major civil rights legislation is virtually impossible, did not want to alienate southern Democrats

Seeks to revitalize Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department, authorizes AG to seek court injunctions to protect people denied right to vote, Robert Kennedy can ask courts to hold people in contempt

Central problem persists of how to not alienate southern Democrats

In 1961, James Farmer, director of CORE, announces plans for Freedom Rides through South to test banned segregation

Intention is to provoke authorities to arrest them unjustly and prod Justice Department into enforcing contradictory federal law

In Anniston, Alabama, May 14 a bus is blown up, passengers are beat

Violence escalates, in Birmingham forty whites beat Riders, no bus will take them to next town, on May 17 CORE Freedom Ride ends

SNCC assembles new group, continues to Montgomery, a large mob beats new Riders almost to death, police do very little to stop riots

Freedom Rides become big news throughout world, Kennedy administration sees situation as threat to international prestige

Robert Kennedy calls for cooling off period, Freedom Rides continue

Riders leave Montgomery for Jackson on May 24, federal gov’t promises to allow arrests if Riders escape violence, 300 arrested and sent to jail, experiences turns them into important leaders

Justice Department petitions Interstate Commerce Commission to prohibit segregation on interstate carriers, CORE proclaims victory

Reveals unwilling of federal gov’t to enforce law, exposes southern racism to world, jailings shows moral suasion only goes so far on own

In Albany, Georgia, coalition called Albany movement started, boycott as part of citywide campaign to integrate public facilities

Gains are minimal, conflicts between SNCC and NAACP

By 1962, movement collapses, city declared “segregated as ever”

(913)

Albany shows mass protest without violent white reaction and direct federal intervention could not end Jim Crows laws

At the University of Mississippi, James Meredith attempts to apply to school, Governor Ross Barnett ignores court and personal blocks

500 federal marshals dispatched to protect Meredith, thousands attack and lay siege to campus, Kennedy deploys 5,000 army troops to help

Successful battle shows federal gov’ts power in enforcing civil rights

What were the similarities and differences between SCLC, SNCC and the Freedom riders?  Factor in philosophies, goals and strategies. 

