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(803)

Families in Wartime

(804)

(805)

The Internment of Japanese Americans

(806)

Civil Rights and Race Riots

Dramatic changes in work life of most Americans, longer workdays and separation from loved ones, sacrifices to bring Allied victory

Racial and ethnic hostilities repeatedly flare up, erupt into violence

With uncertainty of war, many couples rush into marriage, can afford household because of wartime economic boom

Estimated 1 million additional marriages due to war, rate peaks in 1946, number of divorces is highest ever as well

Hard to find places to live, National Housing Agency creates “Share Your Home” campaign, encourage 1.5 mil families to open up homes

Buying food is difficult as well, hard for women to buy food, run household, and work a demanding job all at the same time

Problems with caring for small children arise, parents are either working or at war and do not have enough time

Gov’t day-care centers only account for 10% of nation’s children

Juvenile delinquency rises, teenagers quit school to work factory jobs

In 1944, US Office of Education and Children’s Bureau create back-to-school campaign, drop-out rate decreases by end of war

In local communities, school is center of community war efforts

Public health improves, 16 million in army receive benefits, number of doctors and dentists doubles, most work at gov’ts expense

Death rate in 1942 is lowest ever (excluding war deaths), except in South and Southwest where racism and poverty contributed to highest infant and maternal mortality rates in the nation

Americans fear Japanese-Americans, assume they have loyalty Japan

December 8, 1941, gov’t freezes assets of those born in Japan

Charges of sedition mask racial prejudices, politicians believe Japanese-Americans, even if born in the US, will rebel

Executive Order 9066 issued in February, 1942, suspends civil rights and authorizes exclusion of 110,000 from west coast states

In spring, families transported to internment camps managed by War Relocation Authority, often very far from homes

Despite protests from Japanese and civil rights groups, Supreme Court upholds decision to relocate Japanese in Korematsu v. U.S. on grounds of national security 

In 1988,U.S. Congress votes for $20,000 reparations and a public apology to the 60,000 surviving victims

African American activists mobilize for allied victory and civil rights victory, Roosevelt supports civil rights that do not disrupt war effort

A. Philip Randolph plans March on Washington Movement, large rally for blacks in Washington
(807)

Zoot-Suit Riots
(808)
Popular Culture and “The Good War”
(809)
Creating the Armed Forces
Roosevelt responds, passes Executive Order 8802 banning discrimination in defense industries and gov’t

Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) stage sit-ins at restaurants that refuse to serve blacks, challenged public racial segregation
Membership of NAACP grows from 50,000 to 450,000 in 1946

Struggle for equality when 1.2 million blacks leave rural South to take industrial war-time jobs, white rioters always unfriendly
274 conflicts break out in fifty cities in 1943, peak of racial violence
In June 1943, sailors drive through LA and attack Mexican Americans dressed in zoot suits, riots break out and continue for 5 days
Sailors relocated to southern California, see zoot suits as a flamboyant fashion and a lack of patriotism
Zoot suiters are only 10% of Mexican-American youth, many serve in army and others find well-paying jobs for first time ever
California becomes more accepting, school districts encourage study of Mexican culture and bilingual education
Still much racial/cultural conflict, LA makes wearing zuit-soot a criminal offense, closes off sections of city to military personnel

Food shortage, long hours, fear for loved ones do not take away pleasures of full employment and prosperity, Americans spend lots of money on activities and entertainment
Music bridges racial divisions, country and R&B become popularized
Songs feature war themes, mix of personal sentiment and gov’t directive to depict a “good war”
Hollywood fund-raises as well, celebrities encourage buying war bonds and supporting troops, combat films depict glory in battle

Jack Kirby creates Captain America, wartime spirit infects even the juvenile world of comics, even Bugs Bunny supported war effort
Fashion designers design clothing to resemble military attire, restrictions on material influence fashion as well
Americans experience war as intense even on other side of ocean, sense of personal involvement to preserve democracy encouraged
MEN AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM
WWII mobilizes 16.4 million American, only 34% see combat
Experience has powerful impact on everybody, find themselves in unfamiliar geographic setting and under severe military regimen
Before war, majority of army is military police, patrolling Mexican border and occupying possessions such as the Philippines
Neither army nor navy prepared to fight mass-scale war, but once mobilized the US becomes first-rank military power

(810)
(811)
Women Enter the Military
(812)
Old Practices and New Horizons
(813)
Overseas Occupation
National Registration Day, October 1940, all men ages 21-36 were obligated to register for military, draft age soon lowered to 18
1/3 of men examined are rejected due to physical unfitness or psychological problems, conscripts turned away because of illiteracy
Best-educated army in history, officer corps highly professional, conservative, autocratic

GIs (government issue) have limited contact with officers, forge bonds with commanders and men within own unit
Pledged to fight for democracy, most GIs hope to return to family
Stress of combat causes “battle fatigue”, over 1 million soldiers suffer from debilitating psychiatric symptoms, battle stress too much
Rotation system devised in 1944 to relieve exhausted soldiers
Before WWII, women work only in Army/Navy Nurse Corps., receive neither military pay nor public recognition for services
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) formed in 1942, soon changed to Women’s Army Corps (WAC)
Women’s division in navy (WAVES), Women’s Airforce Service, and Marine Corps Women’s Reserve, 350,000 serve in army
Majority are far from battlefront, but some accompany troops into combat and dig and live and their own foxholes
Gov’t fears spread of “immorality” among women, imposes strict rules: women advised to avoid drinking and abstain from sexually promiscuous behavior
Eventually discriminatory practices ease, only after women complain
Racial segregation continues, black women and white women sleep in different barracks, WAVES refuses black women

Draft brings hundreds of thousands of blacks into army, enlist at rate 60% above their proportion of the general population
In 1944, black soldiers are 10% of troops, over 1 million total serve

Only small minority are allowed to be infantry, most are engineers
Even Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard allow/recruit blacks

African Americans experience discrimination everywhere they go, serve in segregated, low-prestige units
Japanese Americans also in segregated units, Nisei 442nd regiment becomes most decorated regiment in war

Army pulls Americans out of various communities, puts different people from different places together, an “Americanizing” experience
Homosexuals discover wider world despite policy disqualifying them from army, most can avoid and serve anyway, find more room to express sexual orientation openly than in civilian life

Army promotes expectations of new experiences with new people
Civilians in areas not controlled by Axis resent presence of GIs

Few British welcome GIs who enjoy better standard of living

(814)
Prisoners of War
(815)
GIs are “Overfed, overpaid, overdressed, oversexed – and over here”

At first troops are welcome in France, but Americans arrive in 1944 when million are homeless and starving, war-weary and war-crazed GIs commit robberies and rapes in villages en route to Paris

Welcomed in Belgium and Holland, civilians cheer and exchange sexual favors for gum, cash, cigarettes
Approximately 120,000 POWs, conditions in German camps were decent, sit out from war and fight mainly boredom
Conditions in Pacific are horrible, only 40% of 20,000 captured in Philippines survive, little food and little water
Japanese feel contempt for POWs, their own soldiers evade capture by committing suicide, 90% of Pacific POWs report being beaten
GIs treat Japanese soldiers more brutally than other prisoners
Why were Japanese Americans singled out for special treatment? Why not German or Italian Americans in the same way?  
Japanese Americans were considered “dangerous”, a threat to the national security of the United States. Executive Order 9066 suspended the civil rights of all Japanese Americans and ordered their removal from the West coast. Over 110,000 were sent to internment camps across the country where conditions were poor and discrimination was common. The Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of this order by claiming that the decision was made on the grounds of national security. Germans and Italian Americans were treated differently because there was much less racial hostility towards these two groups – they were white. Politicians believed that charges of sedition towards of Japanese Americans were just masking racial prejudices.
