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A GENERATION IN CONFLICT  
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“The Times They Are A-Changin’”

(937)

From Campus Protest to Mass Mobilization

(938)

(939)

Antiwar movement wins majority between 1965 and 1971, at forefront are baby boomers who were just coming of age

Sixties generation is largest and smartest ever, by 1973 there are 10 million college students, massive protest against war in Vietnam

Critique American society, rebel through music, dress, hairstyle, etc.

SDS encourages students to take militant stand on war, calls for immediate and unconditional withdrawal of US troops from Vietnam

Free speech movements begins at Cal in 1964, students from Freedom Summer picket Bay Area stores, many groups protest when university administration prevents them from setting up informational booths

Cal president Clark Kerr decides to press charges on movement leaders, over 7,000 gather to protest decision, 800 students arrested

Across country, students demand right to structure their own education, large universities allow off-campus housing, relax rules

Counterculture begins in San Francisco, Haight-Ashbury district swells by 75,000 during “Summer of Love” in 1967, hippies congregate to listen to music, take drugs, and “be” with each other

Revolution in sexual behavior, many engage in pre-marital sex

Psychedelic and hallucinogenic drugs play part in counterculture, LSD (illegal in 1968) and marijuana popular and readily available

With arrival of Beatles in 1964, pop music expresses generational identity, folk music serves as voice of protest

In Woodstock, New York, 400,000 gather in August 1969 for concert

Counterculture renamed Woodstock Nation, does not represent all youth, but speaks for big minority seeking peaceful alternative to war

“Make Love, Not War” links rebellion and opposition to Vietnam

After Operation Rolling Thunder, peace activists call for boycott of classes to discuss war, “teach-ins” spread across US, Europe, Asia

Protesters demand end of military research on college campuses, riot breaks out in Wisconsin when students stage sit-in at building where the Dow Chemical Company is conducting interviews, angers many

By late 1960s, movement has spread beyond campuses, protestors everywhere march, hold prayer vigils, distribute leaflets, etc.

In April 1967, 300,000 attend Central Park for massive anti-war rally

Increasing size of demonstrations provokes conservatives to take stronger stance on support of war, increased opposition to activists

Some destroy draft cards despite $10,000 fine and 5 year prison sentence, encourage a half-million to resist draft/refuse induction

Parallel wars fought in US and Vietnam, one between two systems of gov’t and another between American gov’t and its citizens

Teenage Soldiers
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The Great Society

(941)

(942)

Crisis in the Cities

(943)

Average age of soldier in Vietnam was about 19, lower than WWII

College students can request deferments until 1969, army recruits hard in poor communities, many blacks and Latinos recruited

High school dropouts most likely to be sent, most likely to die

Soldiers are large part of cultural revolution as well, show their frustration by using marijuana, LSD, and heroin during war

By 1971, hundreds of GIs are joining anti-war marches

In South Vietnam, many anti-American demonstrations, civilians bitterly opposed to US involvement, risk lives to drive invaders out

Guerilla forces have advantage against American troops in forests

Veterans return to civilian life without glory, enter into divided state

WARS ON POVERTY

Civil rights movement adds issues of unemployment, low wages, etc.

Johnson is moved by Other America (1962) to expand antipoverty program, Vietnam war ultimately undercuts his aspirations

In 1964, Johnson announces plans for Great Society, uses civil rights movement to make most ambitious reform program since New Deal

Economic Opportunity Act launches War on Poverty, Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) established to increase opportunities in employment, program has mixed results, job skills are obsolete

Community Act Program (CAP) invites local communities to establish community action agencies (CAAs) funded by OEO

Will empower poor by giving them say in attacking poverty

By 1966, over 1,000 CAAs in big cities, traditional powers resist CAP’s promotion, continual tug of war over control of funding

Root of poverty in unequal income distribution, social welfare increases to 16% of gross nat’l product in 1974, three-quarters of the payments go to the nonpoor, largest sums go to Medicare
War on Poverty becomes forgotten dream, five years after passage of Economic Opportunity Act, most poor have had no contact with it

OEO expires in 1974, promised way more than it was able to deliver

Urban conditions worsen due to whites leaving for suburbs

Housing stock in cities deteriorates as postwar boom takes place in suburbs, poor areas are ignored by Federal Housing Administration

City officials appeal for funds under Title I of the 1949 Housing Act, replace with middle-class housing and highways, poor ignored

Inner cities becomes more crowded, more segregated in 1960s

Urban employment becomes inadequate to support population, industries automate plants or relocate to other suburbs/other regions

Military spending in Vietnam lowers unemployment, but blacks suffer twice the unemployment of whites, most new jobs in South/Southwest

African Americans lose good jobs and fall further behind whites

Urban Uprisings

(944)

Cities have problem of pollution, evident in high lead levels in blood

Nevertheless, many continue to move to cities, by 1960s blacks are majority in most inner cities, since WWII over 3 million moved north

More than 100 urban uprising between 1964 and 1968, waves of turbulence in black neighborhoods in Harlem, Philadelphia, etc.

In August 1965, first major uprising occurs in Watts section of LA

Unemployment at 30%, lack of health care facilities, a minor arrest sets off uprising which quickly spreads more than 50 miles away

50,000 people turn out, six days later 34 are dead, 900 injured, and 4,000 more are arrested, media reports racism of Watts district

Large uprisings also occur in San Francisco, Milwaukee, Dayton

In Detroit, “Great Rebellion” begins, army tanks and paratroopers brought in to end disturbance, lasts a week, 34 dead, 7,000 arrested

Uprising seems at first to prompt reforms, Johnson allocates funds for antipoverty programs, gives recommendation to Congress

Kerner Commission in Illinois studies riots, concludes that “white racism” created poverty/police brutality, recommends integrated schools, 2 million new jobs, public housing, etc.

Congress ignores both recommendations, cost of Vietnam War leaves little money for anti-poverty programs, US is losing both wars
Create a Venn diagram contrasting the New Deal and the Great Society.
