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(815)

Soviets Halt Nazi Drive

(816)
The Allied Offensive
The Allied Invasion of Europe
(817)
During first year of declared war, US on defensive while Hitler holds most of Europe and Japanese nearly seize Pacific with attacks

Allies have advantages: natural resources, higher productivity, determination of millions of European antifascists

Nature of conflict changed by new technology, fighting takes form of offensive maneuvers and surprise attacks, tanks/airplanes important

Improved communications technology w/ two-way radio

Hitler aims to conquer Soviet Union before US enters to war, but delays postpone the attack until June 22
Nazis kill over 3 million Red Army soldiers, Soviet civilians rally and attack, Russian winter is brutal against German soldiers
Battle at Stalingrad has more Soviet deaths than total US war deaths, but counteroffensive overpowers German Sixth Army, 100,000 surrender in February 1943
Largest land battle in history takes place at Kurst in the Ukraine in July 1943, 2 million troops/6,000 tanks in action, Germans lose battle
US assists Soviet Union with Lend-Lease program, Soviet victories begin to turn tide of war as Germans lose confidence in Hitler
In spring of 1942, Italy, Germany, and Japan control area from France to Pacific Ocean, but their “momentum was flagging”
American shipbuilding flourishes, air force is larger than German’s, technology and productivity better and higher in America
Stalin calls for a Second Front, urges Allied offensive against Germany from the West, but Allies choose northward from Africa, through Italy, and towards Central Europe
Allies control Africa after quarter-million Germans and Italians surrender in Tunisia in May 1943
Allies announce terms of victory as unconditional surrender, rule out possibility of negotiation with Axis, critics charge that demand will prolong war and lengthen casualty list

Aerial bombings increase pressure on Germans, B-17s are deadly and usually accurate bombers, Royal Air Force changes targets from military sites to cities, 20% of Germany’s residential areas in ruins
Allied air offensive weakens German economy and ruined morale
In summer of 1943, Allies advance on southern Italy, conquer Sicily in August – entire country surrenders unconditionally on September 8
Hitler sends in more troops, fighting in Italy even after war ends

Revolts in Warsaw’s Jewish ghetto and Nazi labor camps occur

Partisans active all over Europe, smuggle food and weapons, distribute antifascist propaganda, arm citizens to fight for freedom
Stalin continues to push for a second front
(818)
The High Cost of European Victory
(819)
(820)
The War in Asia and the Pacific
(821)
(822)
Allies prepare to retake continent with counterattack through France, American/British forces fill England in military camps
Operation Overlord drops 76,000 tons of bombs on Nazi targets

Invasion plans take place on D-Day, June 6, 1944, 175,000 troops and 20,000 tanks brought to the shores of Normandy, 2,500 Americans die
In the next 6 weeks, 1 million soldiers arrive at Normandy
Fighting continues in Paris, US bombs munitions factories, French Resistance attacks Nazis and fascist ideals
General Charles de Gaulle becomes president of new French Republic
In September 1944, Allies search for way to end war quickly, miss chance to move through undefended territory and on to Berlin, turn south to open Netherlands for route to Germany’s industrial heartland
German division in Holland captures 6,000 Americans
Hitler directs last resources at Allied lines in Belgian forest, Battle of the Bulge forces Germans to retreat back into their own territory
In March 1945, Allies take Ruhr valley, by the time of German surrender on May 8, Hitler has committed suicide
200,000 killed and 800,000 wounded in European campaign

War that began with Pearl Harbor spreads across entire Pacific, Japan seizes many countries and islands, China joins Allies right after war
At first, nationalist/anticolonial sentiment deters Japanese from fighting to defending British and French empires, but new Japanese empire proved to be very cruel, cause 3,500,000 deaths in India
At Midway Islands, US regains naval superiority, Operation Magic breaks Japanese secret code, sink aircraft carriers and end offensive threat to Hawaii and west coast of US
US command needs to develop counterstrategy to strangle Japanese import-based economy and retake strategic islands near homeland
US navy slowly takes over island after island, battle of the Philippine Sea in June 1944 demolishes Japanese ships/planes, reduces defenses
In October 1944, force of 250,000 attacks Philippines for largest naval battle ever, after three days, US controls Pacific
Invasion of the island of Okinawa begins April 1, 1945, kamikaze planes hold 500-pound bombs, US troops use flamethrowers w/ three hundred gallons of napalm, fighting kills more than 200,000
Attacks on Japanese mainland take toll, many civilians die and are left homeless, Allies press for unconditional surrender
US/Britain determined to prevent Red Army from taking Japanese territory, anticipations that invasion will be bloody set stage for use of the atomic bomb
Contrast the Soviet experience of fighting WWII in Europe, and the U.S. experience.  What are the similarities and differences?
The United States and the Soviet Union had very different experiences fighting World War II in Europe. Looking at casualties alone, Soviets suffered over a loss of over 20 million people, while the United States had around 300,000. This difference in casualties was due to the fact that many Soviet civilians took arms to resist the Nazis and also because much of the fighting actually took place in the Soviet Union. While most of the United States military moves were on the offensive, Soviets for the most part fought on the defensive, successfully stopping Germany from taking over their country. 
