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From Pearl Harbor to mid-1943, FDR/advisers focus on war strategies

Reconsiders objectives once defeat of Nazi is in sight, focus on crushing Axis and establishing security to prevent another world war

FDR meets with Stalin and Churchill to hammer out shape of post-war world, find differences, only goal of destroying Axis united them

Hitler orders extermination of Jews, Gypsies, homosexuals, murders millions from 1933 until war ends

Little US information about Holocaust, in 1943 only 43% of Americans believe that Hitler is actually murdering European Jews

Although American Jews plead US military to lead military strike on railways to Auschwitz, gov’t views civilian rescue as diversion of precious military resources

Allied troops discover death camps upon invasion of Germany

Over 6 million Jews, 250,000 Gypsies, and 60,000 homosexuals dead

Nearing end of war, Allied leaders reassess goals, Atlantic Charter with its noble objectives to defeat fascism seems unrealistic

Great Britain and Soviet Unions did not intend to abide by a code that compromised nat’l security and conflicted w/ economic interests

In February 1945, FDR has last meeting with Churchill and Stalin

“Spheres of influence” principle guides negotiations, Soviet Union to retain Baltic states/Poland for buffer zone vs. Germany, Britain to reclaim Asian empire, US to take Pacific Islands to fight vs. Japanese

FDR dies on April 12, 1945 after winning fourth term in 1944

Harry S. Truman is successor, Kansas City machine politician, Missouri judge, US senator, lacks diplomatic experience, finesse

Truman has no intent in making concessions with Soviets

Potsdam Conference lacks FDR’s cooperation, agree to demand Japan’s unconditional surrender, divided over most other issues

After learning of atomic bomb, US diplomats conclude they won’t need assistance from Soviet Union to bring war to an end

Truman goes forward with plan to deploy bomb, endorses outcome of Potsdam Conference: “surrender immediately or face destruction”

On August 3, 1945, Japan refuses to surrender, and on August 6, Army Air Force drops bombs on Hiroshima, killing 80,000

Japanese and some Christian groups condemn act as nihilism

Japan surrenders August 14 after second bomb destroys Nagasaki

Decision to use bomb is very controversial, however usage strengthenes US diplomatic mission, intimidates Soviet Unions

New weapons cause massive deaths: 50 million total, half casualties are women and children, 450,000 Americans die/670,000 wounded
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More than 20 million Soviets die, human cost second to Civil War

War pushes nation’s leaders into risky political alliances that do not outlive war, US emerges strongest nation in the world

New communities formed in America due to booming result of wartime economy, workers get well-paying industrial jobs

Majority optimistic with defeat of fascism and return of the troops

Should we have dropped the bomb?

The bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was a controversial military decision that finally brought Japan’s unconditional surrender. Including deaths from radiation, the first bomb alone killed over 200,000 people, the majority of these deaths civilians. Dropping the bomb was not entirely necessary, because with the help of the Soviet Union, US troops could have defeated Japan by a ground invasion. Doing so would have created many more deaths for Japanese, Soviet, and American soldiers. Even though dropping the bomb was a moral crime, I think that it was an essential and necessary move in defeating Japan.

