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(833)
“The American Century”
(834)
Hopes for Collective Security
(835)
WWII creates international interdependence, hopes rise for genuine “community of nations”
Peace rests on harmony between Allies, mostly Soviet Union and US
Both compete for world leadership, fascism only puts rivalry on hold

Only prospect of mutual destruction stops nations from going to war
Prevailing faith that US should establish principles of world order
Americans confident about setting the peace, during war US escape ravages of military conflict and prospers
90% increase in industrial production, 20% in agricultural production
Capital assets of manufacturing increase 65% b/c of gov’t subsidies
Economy is fragile, many worried about the economy in terms of wartime production slowing and troops returning home to fill jobs
US needs big markets, need $14 billion in exports to maintain current level of growth, with Soviet out of question, look to Europe as market
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank) and International Monetary Fund (IMF) created to facilitate rebuilding of Europe and to assist Asia, Latin America, and Africa
IMF stabilizes exchange rates, deters currency conflicts/trade wars
US is principle supplier of both funds, has power to shape world economy by determining the allocation of loans
Soviet Union interprets aggressive economic programs as strategy to destroy communism, refuses to join World Bank or IMF, regard both as effort to make US effort to remake world in capitalist image
By refusing to join, Soviet Union is isolated economically
Allied leaders meet to lay plans for United Nations (UN), international agency that arbitrates disputes among members, impedes aggressors
80% of Americans favor membership in the UN
Limited ability to carry out mission, primary responsibility for international peace/security at hands of Security Council

Council is US, Great Britain, Soviet Union, France, and China with six temporary members elected for two-year terms

Permanent members enjoy absolute veto power, UN constrained by this provision, cannot assume role of world peacekeeper as hoped for
UN operates on by cold war, controlled more by Western nations
Greatest success is relief effort in Europe and Asia, billion of dollars given, dedication to protecting human rights
Nazi officials found guilty of war-crimes, judges agree that they should have ignored orders that conflict with basic humanitarian tenets
The Division of Europe
(836)
(837)
Allies plan to hold democratic elections in areas taken from Axis

Allied leaders divide occupied Europe into spheres of influence
FDR balances international idealism with belief that US is entitled to influence in Latin America and Philippines

Recognizes consequences of brutal war on Soviet ground: Soviet Union’s nonnegotiable demand for territorial security

By 1945, Soviets consolidate influence on most of eastern Europe
Germany divided into four occupation zones, France/Soviets oppose reunification while Great Britain/US want to rebuild Germany into counterforce against Soviets, make strong market for US/British goods
West Germany becomes more “American”, liberal politicians, reconstruction of capitalist economy, amnesty for Nazi elite
In East Germany, Soviets impose harsh discipline, despite promises to deliver economy to workers, take no steps toward democracy
Stalin continues to resist plan for Western-style gov’t and Western influence up to Soviet borders, US/Britain refuse demands for control over eastern Europe as protective margin against future invasions
Dream of a community of nations dissolves
Were Soviet and American goals, at the end of WWII, compatible?  Explain your answer.
