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(837)

The Truman Doctrine

Containment

(838)

The Marshall Plan

The Berlin Crisis

(839)

Truman lacks FDR’s talent for diplomacy, many believe FDR would have been able to stop tension between Soviet Union and USA

Truman vows to no longer “baby” Soviets, flaunts atomic bomb

Determined to maintain US military superiority and stop communism

Civil war in Greece, Great Britain removes aid and US is worried about Soviet Union moving in for a communist victory

Truman insists on intervention, claiming oil-rich Middle East will fall under Soviet control, commitment to costs hundreds of millions of dollars and responsibility for region outside Western Hemisphere

Truman has to work hard to convince America to follow plan

In front of Congress, argues for all-out resistance to communism, “preservation of peace/freedom depends on containing communism”

Congress appropriates $400 million, aid helps Greek monarchy to defeat rebels, turns more Americans against ex-ally Soviet Union

Exaggerates threat of Soviets, Truman gains more legislative power

US declares rights to intervene to save nations from communist subversion, resources for military operations around world serves as cornerstones of US foreign policy for next several decades

European Recovery Program (The Marshall Plan), introduced by George C. Marshall to improve economic future of Europe, indirectly aimed to back communist/socialist bids for power in Europe

Western European nations receive $13 billion, creates climate for capitalist economy, 200% increase in production (1947-1952)

Nations of Europe become major center of American trade/investment

Soviets view plan as scheme to create anti-Soviet bloc in Germany

Federal Republic of West Germany created by incorporating American, French, and British zones into a single nation (Jun. 1948)

Stalin views as threat to Soviet security, stops traffic to West Berlin

Truman threats to use atomic weapons, but plan is quickly abandoned

Operation Vittles delivers 2 millions tons of supplies to West Berliners, Soviet eventually lifts blockade (May 1949)

Soon after, East Germany and West Germany are separate republics

Berlin crisis causes US, Canada, and ten European countries to form North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), large alliance

Creation deepens divisions between eastern and western Europe

First formal treaty since Revolutionary War era, giant step from isolationism, Congress approves $1.3 billion in military aid

Truman Doctrine explains ideological basis of containment

Marshall Plan puts economic underpinning in Western Europe

NATO creates mechanisms for military enforcement

Germany is added to NATO, Soviet Union creates Warsaw Pact
The Cold War in Asia

(840)

Atomic Diplomacy

(841)

Truman less successful in Asia, contains communism in some areas

Greatest success in occupied Japan, interim government with modest reconstruction program, reforms head country towards democracy

Americans plan to rebuild economy, turn into anti-Soviet bloc

In return, Japan allows US troops, US disallows trade w/ Soviets

Significant victories in Indonesia and Philippines, Indonesia created in 1949 when Holland is forced to grant independence

Mao Zedong leads Communist Red Army in China, on verge over taking control from Jiang Jieshi, US urges Jieshi to step down

Jieshi decides for all-out offensive against Mao, fails

Mao is supported by 85% of rural population, takes control of country

China’s fall to communism creates uproar in US, Republicans angry with Truman, call Democrats “party of treason” to national security

Stalin signs formal alliance with Mao (Feb. 1950) and perceived threat of “international communism” dominates American foreign policy for the next twenty years

Containment depends on US ability to back up demands through military means, Truman uses atomic weapons as pressure

After war, Americans favorite control of weapons by UN, negotiations stalled by Soviets, US gives up with international cooperation and passes Atomic Energy Act

Grants control of all research and development to Atomic Energy Commission under strictest national security measures

By 1950, US has more than fifty atomic weapons

Soviet develops their own atomic weapon by 1949, a few years later both countries have hydrogen bombs thousands of times more powerful, both stockpile bombs attached to missiles

US most powerful nation is world, but uneasiness prevails

What was containment policy?  Did it make sense as an American policy with regard to Asia?

The containment policy began with US intervention in the civil war in Greece. Congress appropriated $400 billion to aid the Greek monarchy in defeating rebel communists. By doing so, the US declared its right to intervene in the affairs of other countries in order to contain the spread of communism and to protect American ideologies. This policy of containment increased US military resources around the world and become a large part of the foreign policy in the following decades.

