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(948)
Black Power
(941)
Sisterhood is Powerful
(950)
Gay Liberation
(951)
Events of 1968 brings counterculture into political activism
Unite in opposition to “Establishment” – politicians and business leaders, baby boomers seek empowerment in many vital movements
Many new groups fight for liberation, communities of protest emerge
Young activists turn to direct action when Great Society fails, Stokely Carmichael advocates Black Power as means to take control of society
Tenets: self-determination and self-sufficiency, separatist resolutions including plan to partition America into black and white nations

Black Panther Party for Self-Defense founded by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale in Oakland (1966), strategy is armed self-defense
Dressed in paramilitary apparel, harassed police, community service
Panthers arrested and sent to jail, organization is effectively destroyed
Reverend Jesse Jackson organizes boycott in Chicago, dynamic speaker and organizer, encourages blacks to support own businesses

Program Operation Breadbasket strengthens community control
College students respond to book Black Power by demanding black studies class at SFSU, campus-wide strike closes school for 134 days
Western tradition put aside, “slave names” rejected and replaced by traditional African names, Kwanzaa replaces Christmas

Betty Friedan’s Feminine Mystique (1963) swells discontent among middle-class women, sparks creation of National Organization for Women (NOW), pledge to bring women into American society
Women’s liberation movement resents sexist attitudes from men
Issue own separatist plan, impatient with NOW and sick of racist SNCC, form any all-women organizations all over country
Large critique of patriarchy, blame for exploitation, racism, and war
Most activism takes place outside spotlight in consciousness-raising (CR) groups, women discuss relationship between politics and sexuality
Share intimate feelings, explore dynamics of family and marriage
Some women stage sit-ins, establish health clinics, day-care centers
Women’s studies courses appear in universities, over 30,000 by 1980
Liberation movement is only middle-class women, women not united across race, class, or sexual orientation, blacks form separate movement
In 1970, hundreds of thousands respond to Women’s Strike for Equality, marks fiftieth anniversary of suffrage, largest turnout ever
By 1950s, Mattachine Society and Daughters of Bilitis fight for gays
In 1960s, movements encourage motto “Say It Loud, Gay is Proud”
New York mayor John Lindsay harasses gays, police raid of gay bars provoke uprising, “Gay Power” graffiti appears through neighborhoods
Gay Liberation Front created in NYC, strive for sexual liberation by rejecting society’s attempt to impose sexual roles and definitions

The Chicano Rebellion
(952)
(953)
Red Power
(954)
The Asian American Movement
Conduct public protests such as street demonstrations and sit-ins
Clergy becomes more sympathetic towards gays, American Psychiatric Association reclassifies homosexuality as normal sexual orientation

Gay Activist Alliance founded in 1970, demands “freedom of expression of our dignity/value as human beings”, hold many marches
Mexican American students adopt name Chicano to express militant ethnic nationalism, demand equality and cultural self-determination
Peaks between 1965-1969, many strikes in East LA high schools

15,000 students strike against racism, police conduct mass arrests
Brown Berets created by David Sanchez, modeled after Black Panthers
Many organizations form in late 1960s: Corky Gonzales’s Crusade for Justice (1965), La Raza Unida Party (LRUP) in Texas, student-run Mexican American Youth Organization (MAYO)
Activists discover that economic power is out of hands of community, lose confidence in political process, fall back into apathy, hopes lost
Indians enter 1960s determined, Civil Rights Act of 1968 restores tribal laws on reservations, Johnson promises “new goal” to help
Increased pride in Indian identity among young people in census
American Indian Movement (AIM) founded in 1968 by Chippewas George Mitchell and Dennis Banks for self-defense in Minneapolis
Inspires many other organizations, militancy created in 1969 when young Indians occupy Alcatraz and demand funds for university

In November 1972, tribal members occupy headquarters of Bureau of Indian Affairs, FBI agents invade and 2 are killed, gains support

Several tribes win land in court, Native American Rights Fund (NARF) gains thousands of acres in Atlantic coast states
“Indian Renaissance” begins, books become popular, Indian life and lore continues to attract larger and larger American audience
