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REAGAN’S FOREIGN POLICY

   Ch. 31
(1007)
The Evil Empire
(1008)
Central America
(1009)
El Salvador
Nicaragua
Campaigns to restore American leadership in world affairs, revives cold war patriotism and champions intervention in third world countries
Along with extreme military buildup, pursues practical approach in key foreign policy decisions, changes in Soviet Union make policy pointless
Vigorous anticommunist rhetoric in early 1980s, brings return of cold war mode of 1950s and early 1960s, call Soviet Union an “evil empire”
Denounces movement for nuclear freeze, want “peace through strength”

Administration claims America has fallen behind Soviet Union in military strength, but claims are shown to be wrong by generals in army
In Strategic Defense Initiative Reagan claims satellites/lasers can create shield against nuclear attack, grows into $17 billion program

Many worry about possibility of nuclear war, SDI program looks like a potentially offensive weapon in eyes of Soviets, tension is created

In 1983, Soviets shoot down Korean airliner, Reagan denounces as act as deliberate “crime against humanity”, anti-Soviet sentiment spreads
Soviet Union boycotts Olympics in LA in 1984 in response to Moscow
Reagan Doctrine reasserts right to intervene anywhere in world to fight communism, assumes all social revolutions are controlled by Soviets
Expressed in Central America where US hopes to reestablish control
Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) promises to revitalize nations with $350 million, stimulate economy by encouraging growth of business
Congress places tariffs and quotas on imported goods that compete with US products, refuses to play by rules of free trade, plan is not perfect
Uses military solution for region’s problems, pour more military into Central America between 1980 and 1983 than ever deployed before
Oust Marxist regime in Grenada successfully, have more difficulty dealing with complicated nations of El Salvador and Nicaragua

In El Salvador, encourage repressive regime to combat groups fighting for social revolution, military aid jumps to $82 million, most ever
53,000 Salvadorans die in war, near 300,000 refugees enter US illegally
In Nicaragua, claim Sandinista regime poses “threat to nat’l security”
Accuse Sandinistas of shipping arms to rebels in El Salvador, Reagan approves $19 million plan to organize Nicaraguan exiles (Contras) to fight Sandinista gov’t, describes Contras as “freedom fighters”

Nicaragua wins judgment in World Court over violation of sovereignty, Reagan ignores verdict, war pushes Sandinistas closer to Cuba/Soviets
In 1984, Congress passes the Boland Amendment, forbidding gov’t from supporting military/paramilitary operations in Nicaragua

Turns to NSC to keep war going, raise $37 million in aid from foreign countries, is exposed in 1987, one of most damaging political scandals
Glasnost and Arms Control
(1010)
The Iran-Contra Scandal
(1011)
(1012)
Changes in Soviet Union start reduction of East-West tensions, ultimately end cold war, Brezhnev dies toward the end of 1982
Mikhail Gorbachev wins election in 1985, lifelong communist Represents generation of disenchanted party members,  initiates program of economic and political reform under rubrics of glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring), modernizes Soviet Union
Encourages critiques of economy/political culture, “new thinking” encourages new art, literature, journalism, and scholarship in society
Gorbachev takes lead in negotiating halt in arms race with US, has four separate meetings with anticommunist Reagan between 1985 and 1988
Reagan refuses to abandon SDI program, Gorbachev insists that plan violates SALT I and might allow US to make an all-out attack anytime
One year later, agree to INF Treaty which provides for destruction of 2,611 medium- and short-range nuclear missiles, only 4% of warheads
US and Soviet are on much better terms after, no longer a large enemy
Glasnost does not eliminate cold war entirely, could not resolve international disputes in Middle East, in 1987 revelations of Iran-Contra show continuing contradictions in America’s role in foreign affairs
Reagan sends marines to Beirut to protect Lebanese gov’t, bombing in October 1983 kills 241 American servicemen, scares administration
Terrorist acts against Westerners redefine politics of the Middle East
Administration claims that Soviet bloc, Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran, and Muammar Qaddafi of Libya are funding international terrorism

During escalation of Iran-Iraq war, US tilts toward pro-Iraqi stance to please Arab states in Persian Gulf, but in 1986 starts secret negotiations with revolutionary Iranian government: in exchange for release of hostages in Lebanon, US supplies Iran with weapons
President breaks repeated promise of “never negotiating with terrorists”

Elevates to major scandal, money from arms used for Nicaraguan Contras breaks Boland Amendment, NSC becomes operation agency so Reagan can escape congressional oversight of the CIA
Oliver North emerges as figure running “the Enterprise”, defends actions in the name of patriotism, most appalled at his lies to Congress
Iran-Contra produces no movement for impeachment, administration is damaged politically but Reagan remains popular, “not in charge”
In December 1992, George Bush pardons six players in Iran-Contra affair, asserts officials were motivated by “patriotism”
What were the foreign policy assumptions of the Reagan Administration?

The Reagan Administration assumed that any form of social revolution in a third world country was rooted around communism and was funded and inspired by the Soviet Union. Reagan’s entire foreign policy was centered on anticommunism; $82 million in military aid was given to El Salvador’s repressive regime to fight communism, while the U.S. funded a $19 million operation in Nicaragua to fight the Sandinistas. 
