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In 1980s, American communities economic and social change, reality of recession and recovery varies among nation’s regions and cities
Rapid expansion of new industries such as microelectronics, biotechnology, robotics, computers, communities struggle to create alternative job bases around newer information-based enterprises
Emerges in early 1980s, suburban sprawl between San Francisco and San Jose, nucleus begins at Stanford Research Park in Palo Alto
In 1970s, consumer electronics revolution fuels explosive growth
By 1980, home to around 1,700 high-tech firms, boasts greatest concentration of new wealth in the US, young entrepreneurs successful
Majority of residents aren’t as wealthy as portrayal of Valley
In early 1990s, rate of growth slows, Asian competition makes it harder to start new companies, cost of living goes up, boom atmosphere fades

Economic transformation reshapes cities in Monongahela River Valley, steel industries suffer dramatic losses because of overvalued US dollar
Failure also from failure to modernize equipment, focus more on chemical firms, shopping malls, and oil companies, 34% steel revenue

Policy of disinvestment has bad impact on communities, number of U.S. Steel employees drop dramatically, valley loses 10% of population
Some communities try to rebuild “postindustrial” enterprises, replace steel mills with highways, tourist attractions, high-tech industrial parks
Boom turns old steelmaking center into knowledge-based community
Federal gov’t recognizes tribal sovereignty except where limited by Congress after United States v. Wheeler (1978), win greater power
United States v. John rules Indian tribes are self-defined, can only be dissolved by members, negates policy of termination used earlier
Limited impact on most Indians, urbanization/assimilation continue

Most tribes lack independence, continue to rely on federal funding
Reagan cuts Indian appropriations by a third in 1981, dramatic increase in unemployment and poverty on reservations throughout country
By late 1980s, gambling becomes new source of income for Indians
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988 allows tribes to operate gambling establishments legal in their state, 75 tribes open casinos
Mashantuckets in Connecticut become rich and reshape economic landscape of surrounding communities, pay no taxes to federal gov’t
More than 25,000 people apply for job at Foxwoods casino, jobs in Ledyard very hard to find, 40% of households have one military worker
By 1995, Foxwoods grosses $400 million annually, guarantees college tuition for Mashantucket children, new homes for all 250 members
Wisconsin Winnebago tribe almost falls into bankruptcy when corrupt businessman mismanages casinos, other have slight failures as well
An Electronic Culture
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Epidemics: Drugs, AIDS, Homelessness
(1020)
Economic Woes
Cultural life reconfigured with new information technologies, world of “compunications” speeds growth of postindustrial society: creation and sale of information replaces manufacturing as wealth-producing activity
Arrival of cable and VCR expand power of TV, cable offers many new programming choices, “narrowcasting” takes over general broadcasting
Tape rentals and sales replace theater tickets in profits in Hollywood
MTV created in 1981 to boost record sales, redefines popular music by placing emphasis on image, revives dance as popular performance of art
TV define American political life, politicians focus on shaping television image, Reagan has mastered art of TV-based politics
Themes of popular culture: money, status, power – values of Reagan administration, thousands make fortunes in real estate, stocks, etc.
“Yuppies” a step below the rich, young upwardly mobile professionals
Pattern lifestyle after that of the wealthy, but aren’t necessarily rich

Popular culture reinforces obsession with getting rich: many TV shows (Dallas and Dynasty) and movies like Back to the Future do so
Marketing of marketing drives culture, exposure to mass media becomes crucial for business success: anyone looking to sell a product can define/target right demographic community with new “research”
With arrival of crack cocaine, drug trade increases domestically and internationally, hundreds of thousands of lives ruined, drug wars occur in cities, violence escalates, new generation of young dealers created
By end of 1980s, drugs are declared number one problem, Reagan starts multibillion dollar “war on drugs”, stiffens penalties on drug laws
Critics urge for more money on drug education, treatment, rehabs
AIDS discovered in young gay men, destroys body’s defense against illnesses, transmitted only through semen or blood, arouses fear
Antihomosexual Reagan administration mostly ignores epidemic
By 1995, over 320,000 deaths from disease, 1.5 million infected
Homelessness another social problem, between 250,000 and 350,000 homeless in early 1980s: many alcoholics, drug addicts, mental patients
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Reduction Act (1985), also known as Gramm-Rudman, mandates spending cuts if gov’t fails to meet deficit reduction goal, targets $172 billion deficit and is faced with a $238 billion deficit in 1986, reaches $269 in 1991, all time high
In October of 1987, Dow loses 508 points and 23% of its value, millions fear a great recession or even a depression
