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Fall of world communism, much economic competition, capitalism is hardly triumphant, in 1992 Democrats win for first time since 1976

George Bush (Republican) vs. Michael Dukakis (Democrat), Dukakis criticized by Republicans, image/media manipulation seems to be more important than the actual issues of the election

Large influx of undocumented immigration: mainly Asians/Hispanics

Mexicans leave because of decreased oil prices, seek better life in US

Asians remain in large groups to maintain identity: “chain migration”

Gorbachev calls for openness/new spirit of democracy, influences other nations to challenge communism throughout the world

Berlin Wall (symbol of Cold War) is torn down, communism is gone

Many cities in Soviet Union end Communist party control, 15 republics want to break from the control of Moscow

In 1991, Russia proclaims independence from Soviet Union and forms Commonwealth of Independent States with Ukraine & Belarus

States of former Soviet Union unsure about future and who will rule

Saddam Hussein of Iraq seizes Kuwait for oil, Bush sends troops to Persian Gulf (worried about possibility of Iraq invading Saudi Arabia)

United Nations puts economic sanctions against Iraq, but Iraq doesn’t move troops, results in Operation Desert Storm: US/Allies bomb Iraq positions in Kuwait, wins war very quickly (6 weeks), popular

Investigations show bombing destroyed much of Iraq’s infrastructure

Rodney King is beaten by white police, blacks are angered, results in a devastating 3-day riot including Latinos, blacks, and whites

Korean businesses destroyed by riots, feel police did nothing to help

Tension rises between blacks and Korean shop owners, more ethnic and racial divisions, over 30% in poverty in South LA,

US is popular from Persian Gulf war, but businesses are shrinking with more competition from other nation: high unemployment, recessions, and many high-educated white-collar workers losing jobs

Democrats nominate Bill Clinton - wants: recipients of social programs need to be “responsible”, stable families, tough on crime

Believes in need for private investment to create new jobs, advocates a reform healthcare system, wins election against Ross Perot/Bush

The Clinton Presidency and a Resurgent Right
Clinton is for: middle class, reform of health care system through purchasing of groups called health care alliances

Why did Bush lose the 1992 election?

Bush lost the 1992 election partly because of the recession that took place in 1991 and 1992 after the Persian Gulf War.  Businesses continued to shrink rather than expand and the nation’s manufacturers had to deal with tough competition from other industrialized nations.  The recession itself produced a high number of very educated white-collar unemployed workers.  His administration still hadn’t dealt with the erosion of American economic competitiveness or the decline in real wages.  The standard of living went down for many and the national debt was $4 trillion.  Also, Clinton’s campaign adopted several conservative themes that had proved popular for Republicans over the past 12 years.  

