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THE NIXON PRESIDENCY
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The Southern Strategy
(956)
Nixon’s War
(957)
“The China Card”
Divisions over Vietnam pave way for election of Richard Milhous Nixon, inherits unpopular war and nation stricken with internal discord
Intensifies Vietnam War but also moves closer to peace with China, first president to foresee end of cold war, centralizes authority
In 1968, Nixon represents “silent majority”, Americans who do not demonstrate, declares himself able to restore law and order to the nation
Republicans recognize electoral importance of Sunbelt, dominated by conservatives, influential Protestant evangelism, military bases

Nixon appeals to voters by saying he’ll appoint judges that will undercut liberal interpretations of civil rights, end Great Society
Spiro T. Agnew, governor of Maryland, is running mate

Campaign is anti-liberal, shown by success of George Wallace’s American Independent Party, running mate Curtis LeMay proposes to “bomb Vietnam back to the stone age”, wins 13.5% of popular vote
Nixon-Agnew takes 43.4% to Humphrey’s 42.7%, wins all of west

Democrats have trouble for next few decades because of divisions
Promises to “bring peace with honor”, Vietnam still last 4 more years
Henry A. Kissinger of NSC does not want US to appear weak, helps Nixon centralize foreign policy, overpower non-supporters of the war
Policy of “Vietnamization”, withdraws 60,000 troops to demonstrate that US is serious about seeking peace, in private policy is different
In April 1970, adds Cambodia to war zone w/o congressional consent
Hopes to force enemy to negotiate by surprise attacks from Cambodia
Largest demonstrations in history take place, four students killed by Nat’l Guard in Kent State University in Ohio, 2 dead in Mississippi
Nation shocked, Senate adopts resolution outlawing funds to Cambodia, Nixon plans to negotiate withdrawal of troops, has to act soon
Goaded by Kissinger, orders invasion of Laos in February 1971 which fails, orders bombing missions in Cambodia and North Vietnam
Kissinger sent to Paris to negotiate with North Vietnam, agree to cease-fire and withdrawal of troops, South Vietnam’s president disagrees
In December 1972, Nixon orders final bombing for better position
Paris Peace Agreement in January 1973, US troops withdrawn in March, outcome of war is unknown, gov’t of South Vietnam futureless
North Vietnam takes Saigon in 1975, communist-led Democratic Republic of Vietnam finally unites the small nation
War costs 58,000 lives and $150 billion, policy of containment useless

Many “chilling” war crimes by US army, rape and murder of civilians
Foreign policy defies expectations of many, adds policy that replaces U.S.-Soviet bipolarity with multilateral relations, idea is to start relations with China and form alliance against the Soviet Union
(958)
Domestic Policy
(959)
“Ping pong diplomacy” begins in April 1971, China hosts US table tennis team, in 1972 Nixon flies to Beijing, greeted by US nat’l anthem
Ends 22 years of hostility, increases diplomatic pressure on Soviet Union, weakens Nationalist Chinese government in Taiwan
Nixon negotiates with Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, sells $1 billion of grain, wins favor of wheat farmers, relieves trade deficits
Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT I), first since cold war start
Desire to restore order in American society, surprises conservatives
Supports Social Security benefits, housing for poor, oversaw creation of Environmental Protection Agency and Occupational Safety and Health Administration, supports Family Assistance Plan which proposes minimal income for poor in place of welfare benefits
Policy of fiscal liberalism, accepts deficit spending, ends gold standard
“Black capitalism”, quotas favoring minority contractors sets precedent
Conservative on civil rights issues, accepts school integration but rejects busing programs, very conservative Supreme Court nominees
On July 21, 1969, Apollo 11 lands on moon for first time
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