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(980)
The New Urban Politics
(981)
The City and the Neighborhood
(982)
The Endangered Environment 
(983)
Small-Town America
Different style of political mobilization centered in communities, local campaigns bring many to voting booth, people attached to communities
Student coalitions formed to secure seats for candidates on city council, student activist becomes mayor of Madison, Wisconsin in 1973
Blacks score impressive victories, by 1978 near 2,700 hold elected offices in the South, Mississippi has most black officials out of all states
New Orleans and Atlanta have black mayors, work hard to improve community health services and to ensure equality in gov’t employment
Mexican Americans score electoral victories in Texas, New Mexico

Fiscal crises of 1970s ruin efforts to reform municipal gov’ts, factories shut down, complaints about affirmative action programs (jobs/schools)

Community-based mobilization remains political touchstone of decade
For city dwellers, hospitals, libraries, museums, etc. require public support, changes in federal policy encourages local initiative
Community Development Act of 1974 combines federal grant programs into single program, mayors directly in charge of spending

Grants encourage citizens to take part in planning efforts, Community Organized for Public Service (OPS) formed to advise public officials
Preservations organize to save historic buildings and public spaces

Many fund Community Development Corporations (CDC) through antipoverty agencies, community-based economic development groups formed, promote “development banks” – grant low-interest mortgages for those willing to rebuild dilapidated housing, act as local banks too
Threats to environment rally communities, toxic waste spills in Buffalo, damming in Florida kills wilderness, DDT has bad side effects
Environment becomes important issue, April 22 becomes Earth Day
Communities change ways of living, recycling programs introduced, eat less beef, backyard gardens become popular, term “ecology” promoted

Environmentalist movements grows on college campuses, Sierra Club grows to over 500,000 members, groups spring up in response to energy crisis, Greenpeace sponsors direction action campaigns
Some reach to Deep South, succeed in blocking construction projects, make public aware of consequences of decisions about environment
Environmental Projection Agency formed in 1970, employed more than 10,000 people by the end of the decade, largest regulatory agency
Limited success with policy changes, cities avoid clean-air mandates
Massive exodus from cities, small towns grow at fast pace, gov’t programs (mortgage) offers low-interest financing on single-family houses, countryside disappears in “exurbia”, still close to cities
Small towns develop own suburbs, use federal subsidies to expand
(984)
The New Right
(985)
Anti-ERA, Antiabortion
(986)
Abortion
Some communities organize to oppose trends, examine “bigness” and toll on humanity, seek to rebuild communities on a smaller scale

Small Community and Rural Development Policy group created by Carter to encourage public discussion of land-use issues
THE NEW CONSERVATISM
Many organize to turn back liberal Great Society programs, taxpayers resent hikes on behalf of programs to help fund minorities/poor
Proposition 13 cuts property taxes/revenues for social programs

By end of decade, voter participation increases only in conservatives

Political surge rightward units probusiness conservatives with lower-class white voters, energy provided from bitterness about Vietnam war
Gains respectability from neoconservatives – former liberals who blame social movements of 1960 for demoralization of the nation
American Enterprise Institution establishes research centers for conservative scholars, helps attack welfare programs, environmentalism
Leaders take public stand on “family value”, concerned with winning
Paramilitary wing in rural districts in Midwest/Southwest, thousands arm themselves with assault weapons, ready for revolt of “Aryans”
Leaders promote traditional moral values, by 1980 more than 50 million Americans become evangelical Christians, Southern Baptist popular
40% report to be “born again”, raise funds to fight abortion, ERA, gays
Sophisticated marketing techniques, employ direct mail campaign

“Televangelists” are successful, Pat Robertson and Jim Bakker mix conservative messages with appeals to prayer, by the end of the decade more than 1,400 radio stations broadcast religion to 20 million daily
Reverend Jerry Falwell forms Moral Majority, Inc., as political lobbing group to urge for moral law, advocates tough laws against gays, for reduction of gov’t services, favors spending for national defense
Jesse Helms appeals to New Right, opponent of affirmative action, runs for Senate in 1972, promotes many conservative bills, by 1978 raises $8.1 million for reelection campaign, built powerful/wealthy following
Conservatives rally support for Balanced Budget Amendment
Defeat of Equal Rights Movement (ERA) at top of agenda, states that equality of rights cannot be denied on account of sex, appears likely to be ratified by all individual states, all women’s organizations endorse
Phyllis Schlafly heads STOP ERA campaign, warns ERA will deprive women of true rights such as the right to be supported by their husband
Antiratificationists believe ERA will allow state to intrude further into domain of family by requiring changes in marriage/divorce laws
New Right mounts massive campaign in swing states, amendment remains three votes short, dies in 1982 despite a three-year extension

Wage steady campaign against abortion as well, define as medical issue
(987)
“The Me Decade”
(988)
Rally for amendment designating conception as beginning of life, argue “rights of unborn” supersede woman’s right to control her own body
Abortion foes rally behind conservative Henry Hyde of Illinois who sponsors bill that restricts use of Medicare funds for abortion, Hyde Amendment passed in 1980 affects mainly poor women
Campaign against abortion represents foremost counterattack on women’s liberation movement, right-wing politicians to own advantage
Novelist Tom Wolfe coins phrase “Me Decade” to describe obsession with well-being, happiness, and emotional security of era, many Americans disengage themselves from politics, focus on personal life
“Human potential movement” is example, self-help programs such as Erhard Seminars Training (EST) blends psychology and mysticism
Seminars emphasize self-esteem, teach value of “power relationships”, in Bay Area 1 out of every 9 college students attends training
Other popular therapies encourage living in the present rather than making abstract plans for the future, transcendental meditation (TM) promises shortcut to mental tranquility, over 35,000 devotees
Religious cults formed in large numbers, many parents horrified at mass marriages, Reverend Moon has overwhelmingly negative poll results

Jim Jone’s People’s Temple ends in mass murder/suicide when more than 900 followers drink cyanide-laced Kool-Aid in Guyana in 1978
Music reinforces trends, Bruce Springsteen becomes most popular new rock artist, lyrics lament disappearance of white working class

Kiss and “punk/new wave” artists begin to appear, much new music
What led to the rise of what the text calls the “new conservatism”?

A shift in power from the Democrats to the Republicans in the executive and legislative branches contributed to the rise of “new conservatism.” Many conservative taxpayers were fed up with raised taxes for social programs that benefited only minorities and the poor. The failure of the Great Society created an atmosphere of discontent. New conservatism gained intellectual respect from neoconservatives, liberals who blamed the demoralization of the generation on failed social programs. They attacked welfare programs, affirmative action, and the environment, taking public stands to defend “family values.”
