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A Thaw in the Cold War
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Foreign Policy and “Moral Principles”
(990)
The Camp David Accords
In March 1975 Saigon falls to North Vietnamese, South Vietnamese army falls apart without US assistance, Saigon renamed Ho Chi Minh City, nation reunited under a communist dominated government
Ford/Carter acknowledge war has been speeding decline of US as superpower, “realists” share a single goal: “No More Vietnam”
Military defeat forces foreign policy makers to reassess priorities, both US/Soviets experience decline of power in world affairs, both in debt
After WWII, military defense expenses grow faster than economy, Vietnam War costs $172.2 billion not including alliance building, spending for NATO, weapons production – trillions of dollars
Military spending at high level takes toll on economy, deficit spending increasingly relied on to cover bill, federal debt is $908 billion by 1980
Spending diverts funds that can be used to improve economy, disastrous results, productivity levels drop, nations such as Germany/Japan excel
Western European nations try to nudge US foreign policy away from cold war premises, establish boundaries between east/west Europe
Soviet Union works toward détente with signing of SALT I, followed by US withdrawal from Vietnam, SALT II secured in 1979 after conference with Ford and Leonid Brezhnev, Senate fails to confirm treaty after Soviet Union invades Afghanistan in December
Both countries realize economic well-being depended on reduction in defense spending, many Americans welcome change in policy
Fresh approach to foreign policy in Latin America/Middle East, emphasize regional solutions/diplomatic relations during Carter
Foreign policy’s “soul” a commitment to human rights, condemns policies to support military dictators in the name of anti-communism
Bill passed in Congress that requires secretary of state to report on human rights of countries receiving aid from US, keep in line
Nations such as South Korea, the Philippines, and others vital to US interests supported despite brutally antidemocratic governments
Carter attempts to reform CIA, especially to halt intervention in foreign governments, insists must operate within the law, Congress/president unsure of how to press reforms, they are reversed in later years
Biggest victory in paving way for Panama to assume ownership of Panama Canal Zone, treaty gives Canal to rightful owners by year 2000
Carter nearly triumphs in Middle East, Kissinger devotes two years to “shuttle diplomacy” between various regimes, can’t resolve problems
Carter meets with Israeli prime minister Menachem Begin to encourage conciliation with Egypt, invites Egyptian president Anwar el-Sadat for three day retreat at Camp David, lasts thirteen days
Camp David Accords signed in 1978 sets terms for peace in region, Egypt is first country to recognize Israel’s right to exist, gains control of Sinai Peninsula, Israel secures guarantee of US military support
Disappointment lies ahead when Begin refuses to give up any land other than the Sinai Peninsula, won’t give Palestinians former land

Final status of Palestinians in limbo, Sadat grows isolated within Arab world, is assassinated in 1981 by Islamic fundamentalists
Regional war in Lebanon where thousands of Palestinian refugees have relocated, US cannot use Soviet Union to help cool regional tempers
Did a concern for human rights shape Carter’s foreign policy?
In most cases, Carter’s foreign policy was based on a concern for basic human rights. He attempted to break away from the “loss of morality” and uphold a foreign policy that would demonstrate “the decency and generosity and common sense of our own people”, claiming its “soul” had an “absolute” commitment to human rights. He promised to end support to oppressive military dictatorships in the name of anti-communism, although this was ignored in the case of South Korea, the Philippines, and several countries in South America. Carter also attempted to reduce the power of the CIA by restricting their activities to solely information gathering, urging a reform that would no longer allow them to interfere in the affairs of foreign governments.
