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End of an Era?


-fall of world Comm’ism, econ competition took place; capitalism hardly triumphant

The Election of 1988


-Bush(Rep) vs. Dukakis(Dem)(severely criticized by Repubs; image/media manipulation 
important in elec, not debating over issues

The New Immigration


-influx of undocumented immig; Asians/Hisp had large #s; Mex’s left b/c dec of oil prices(bad 
econ(better life in US; Asians remained in groups, keeping identity..”chain migration”
The Collapse of Communism


-Gorbachev called for openness/new spirit of democ..influenced other ntns to challenge Comm 


-wall(symbol of Cold War) separated E/W Germ torn down by protesters; Comm leaders get out

-many cities in SU ending Comm Party control; 15 republics of SU want to break from Moscow’s 


control; Yeltsin, leader of Russia(largest repub of SU),most powerful polit leader


-1991, Russia proc indep and w/ Ukr and Belarus formed Commonwealth of Indep States; Gorba


recognizes states; states(former SU) faced uncertain future about who would rule 

The Persian Gulf War


-Cold War over; Iraq(Saddam) seized Kuwait for oil; in case Iraq invades Saudi A(vital for US), 

Bush sent troops to Persian Gulf(huge milit buildup) ; UN put econ sanctions against Iraq, but


Iraq didn’t move troops(Operation Desert Storm: US/Allies bombing of Iraq positions in Kuwait


-ground war, US won quickly(public mostly in supp of Operation); investig showed that bombing



had destroyed much of Iraq’s entire infrastructure; ppl of Iraq in poverty/Saddam still alive
Multicultural Riot in Los Angeles


-Rodney King beaten by 4 white officers(blacks angry; devastating 3-day riot including Latinos,


blacks, and whites; Latinos mostly in poverty(did much looting)


-Korean businesses destroyed by riot(Koreans felt police did nothing to help), tension b/w blacks


and Korean shop owners; ethnic/racial divisions; 30% poverty in South LA; separate communities

The Election of 1992


-although popular from Prsn Gulf War, businesses shrinking, more competition from other ntns, 

high unemp(recession(many high educated white-collar unemp workers who lost jobs


-Dem nom Clinton: recipients of social programs need to be “responsible”, stable families, tough 


on crime/gov, need for encouraging private investment to create new jobs, reform healthcare syst


-Ross Perot: ran for pres, national debt his main issue; Clinton won, appealed to some Cons Repub
The Clinton Presidency and a Resurgent Right


-for “forgotten” middle class(reform of health-care system; plan: most would attain it through 


large purchasing groups called health-care alliances, employers have to pay at least 80% of 


employee’s insurance; private insurance companies stay at center of the system; unsuccessful


-in foreign affairs, focused on improving US’s intnt’l trade position as key to econ growth; for 

“free trade”(NAFTA:eased int’l flow of goods, services, and investments among US, Mex, 


and Canada by getting ride of tariffs/trade barriers; aimed to improve produc/living standard 


through freer flow of trade in US; created largest free trade zone in world

-GATT: cut tariffs on many goods in world and ignored import quotas imposed by US/other ind


ntns; estab World Trade Organiz to mediate commercial disputes among 117 ntns(supposed to 


bring global competition(boost US export industries(create new high-wage jobs for Americ


-Democ against GATT/NAFTA; Democ deeply divided; Democ unpopular; Gingrich(Rep) 

against big gov(”Contract w/ America”: large tax cut, inc milit spending, less fed regulatory 
power in environ/workplace, tough anticrime bill, big reduce in fed welfare prog

Changing American Communities


-majority of Americ in metropolitan areas (due to expansion of econ’s service sector); some 


comm’s very diverse, while some not at all; many in metropol lived in suburbs

-new suburban cities grew up around computer companies, large regional med center, etc


-Plano, Texas example of huge suburban city(mostly white); Dallas, mostly diverse


-still race divisions; suburban cities more economically specialized than ind centers of 19th cent

Conclusion


-new immig, poverty spreading threatened public health of comm’s; new media tech in 
polit/entertainment; big reliance on sophisticated marketing/polling techniques by many


-ppl addressed less as human beings and more as sums of statistical characteristics


Bush lost the 1992 election partly because of the recession that took place in 1991 and 1992 after the Persian Gulf War.  Businesses continued to shrink rather than expand and the nation’s manufacturers had to deal with tough competition from other industrialized nations.  The recession itself produced a high number of very educated white-collar unemployed workers.  His administration still hadn’t dealt with the erosion of American economic competitiveness or the decline in real wages.  The standard of living went down for many and the national debt was $4 trillion.  Also, Clinton’s campaign adopted several conservative themes that had proved popular for Republicans over the past 12 years.  
