Getting a site online
It’s all well and good being able to program a website, but a bit stupid without having anywhere to put it. You need a host…

Finding a good host depends on what you want in particular: how much space you need for your files, the amount of advertising you are prepared to put up with, how short you need your website’s address to be, and how much you are prepared to pay, amongst other issues. 

Thankfully, there are free web hosting services available. Most of these stay in operation by allowing a small amount of space and/or displaying advertisements along with your site, either in the form of a pop-up window or a banner.

A good free host to begin building a website is Geocities at www.geocities.com. Their free service offers 15MB of space – more than enough for most personal pages – and advertising is limited to a single popunder. (In other words, the pop-up opens a new window, but underneath the current browser.) You also get 3GB of transfer per month, free page-builder tools (not that you need them, mind…) and online help.

To sign up for a Geocities account:

1. Go to http://geocities.yahoo.com/ps/learn2/HowItWorks4_Free.html. This skips Geocities ads for it’s paid hosting service and cuts right to the free hosting area.

2. Click  “Sign Up”.

3. You will be asked for a Yahoo! Username and password. If you do not already have an email account with Yahoo! Mail, click “sign up now”. You will be asked to fill in a form with your personal details. (If you do already use Yahoo!, just sign in with your email address)

4. You will be asked to choose the topics for the site’s advertisements. Do so and push Continue.

5. You’re in! You have a Geocities webpage and Yahoo! Email account that you can log into by going to www.geocities.com anytime. 

6. When you log in, look at the “Advanced Toolbox”. Using the “File Manager” and “Easy Upload” options, you can upload HTML files, pictures etc. to your web page.

If your site becomes more successful, or you are looking for features that Geocities cannot offer, search the Net for more free web hosts that better suit your needs. Or expend the money and get paid hosting. Geocities Free is a good starter site, but is not suitable for large- or business-oriented sites. 
