World Regional Studies COMP

Key Terms

Chapter 1: The Global Environment

Geography- the study of people, their environments, and their resources.

Latitude- distance north or south of the equator.

Longitude- distance east or west of the Prime Meridian.

Location- position of a place on the Earth’s Surface.

Export- goods sent to a market outside of a country.

Import- goods brought into a country.

Interdependence- mutual dependence of countries on goods, resources, and knowledge from other parts of the world.

Third World- underdeveloped nations.

Map projections- Mercator(Direction Accurately), Interrupted(Correct Sizes and Shapes, but it is totally screwed up), Peters(Correct Areas of Landmasses and Oceans), and Robinson(Most Used: Correct Sizes and Shapes of Most Landmasses).

Topography- physical features of a region or place.

Vegetation- plant life of a region or place.

Elevation- height above sea level.

Plain- large are of level or gently rolling land.

Plateau- large area of high flat or gently rolling land.

Climate- average weather of place over a period of 20 or 30 years.

Culture- all the things that make up a people’s entire way of life.

Nuclear family- traditionally, a wife, husbad, and their children.

Extended family- several generations living in one household.

Monotheism- worship in one god.

Polytheism- worship of more than one god.

Democracy- form of government in which the people have supreme power.

Dictatorship- form of government in which a ruler holds power by force.

Republic- form of government in which the people choose leaders who represent them.

Technology- skills or tools a people use.

Diffusion- movement of customs or ideas from one place to another.

Subculture- group of people in a society that have their own set of beliefs, values, and customs.

Ethnocentrism- judging other cultures by the standard of one’s culture.

Racism- belief that one racial group is superior to another.

Chapter 15: Geography and Heritage of China

Loess- yellow-brown soil that winds carry across the Northern Plain.

Ideography- symbol used to express an idea such as beauty, joy, or surprise.

Dynastic cycle- rise and fall of Chinese rulers, according to the Mandate of Heaven.

Filial piety- according to the Chinese philosopher Confucius, the duty and respect that kids owe to their parents.

Mandate of Heaven- Chinese belief that heaven rants a ruler the mandate, or right, to rule.

Great Wall- Shi Huangdi used forced labor and built the Great Wall by connecting existing walls built by local leaders. It was suppose to keep invaders from attacking, but it seldom did.

Taiping Rebellion- 1851. Lasted 14 years. 50 million died. Weakened the Qing Dynasty.

Three Principles of the People- Su Yatsen’s goals for China.

Long March- Flight of Chinese communists under Mao Zedong in 1934 from the Chinese Nationalists under Chiang Kai-shek.

Kowtow- low bow expressing respect and submission to the Chinese Emperor.

Extraterritoriality- principle allowing westerners accused of a crime in China to be tried in special, western-run courts instead of Chinese courts.

Spheres of Influence- area of a country in which a foreign nation has special economic privileges, such as the right to build railroads and factores.

100 Days of Reform- the efforts at reform after the Taiping rebellion.

Chapter 16: China Today

Proletariat- industrial working class.

Totalirean state- nation in which the government controls every aspect or citizens’ lives through a single party dictatorship.

Propaganda- spread of ideas to promote or damage a opposing cause.

Collective farm- farm operated and managed under government direction.

Commune- community in which all property is held in common, living quarters are shared, and physical needs are provided for in exchange for work at assigned jobs.

Capitalism- free market economic system in which the means of production is owned and operated by individuals for profit.

Responsibility system- System in which each farm family was responsible for making its own living. 4 Modernizations.

Chapter 18: Geography and Heritage of Japan
Samurai- Japanese warrior knights. During the 1100s, they waged fierce battles for control of the Heian Court.

Feudalism- A system of government in Europe during the middle ages, as well as in Japan during the late 1100s, under which local lords ruled the land but were bound by ties of loyalty to higher lords and to the monarch or emperor.

Shogun- Chief general of the army who was the real ruler in feudal Japan. Minamoto Yoritomo was a Shogun.

Daimyo- Powerful samurai warriors under the control of Japan’s Tokugawa shogunate.

Ainu- Early inhabitants of Northern Japan that were excluded from society.

Tenno- A Clan hat lead the union of many clans in Yamato, Japan at 400 A.D. They claimed to be descendants of the sun goddess Amaterasu.

Heian- Present-day Kyoto. In 794, the Emperor moved his court to there.

Kana- Simplified Chinese characters developed by the Japanese and used phonetically. Symbols that represent letters.

Bushido- A code of behavior developed by Japan’s samurai class that emphasized military virtues and the samurai’s duty of loyalty to his lord.

Zaibatsu- In Japan, powerful family groups that founded huge business conglomerates that controlled large parts of the economy.

Militarism- glorification of the military and a readiness for war. The leaders of Japan during the 1930s promoted militarism.

Shinto- a Japanese religion that stresses the link between people and the forces of nature.

Buddhism- A set of beliefs that taught about the cycle of birth and rebirth and the goal of enlightenment. It also taught that people could move closer to salvation through meditation and good deeds.

Seppuku- Ritual suicide. If a warrior brought dishonor to his lord or family, he was expected to commit seppuku. It was part of bushido.

Pearl Harbor- Chief American naval base in the Pacific. We were bombed here by the Japanese at the start of WWII

Chapter 19: Japan Today

Pacifism- The opposition to the us of force under any circumstances. Article 9 of their Constitution.

Trade Imbalance- the result of a country exporting more goods then they are importing, or importing more goods then they are exporting. Japan exports more goods then it imports.

Reparations- Payment for Damages. Japan offered reparations to countries it conquered during WWII.

Haiku- A short poem of 17 syllables divided into 3 lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables each.

Kabuki- A form of Japanese theater that uses elaborate stage settings, costumes, and makeup, and deals with such themes as love and revenge.

Article 9- The article in the postwar constitution that made it illegal for the Japanese to wage war.

Chapter 3: Geography and Early History of Africa

Escarpment- A steep cliff. In Africa, these divide the plateau from the costal plain.

Cataract- A large waterfall. In Africa, as rivers flow from the plateau to the costal plain, they tumble over these.

Hydroelectric power- Energy provided by moving water.

Great Rift Valley- A giant fault in east Africa extending from the red Sea to the Zambezi River.

Aswan Dam- Built in 1970, the massive dam is located on the Nile River.

Kariba Dam- Located on the Zambezi River right near Kariba lake.

Tropics- The Area between the Tropic of Cancer and the tropic of Capricorn.80% of Africa is in the Tropics.

Leaching- The dissolving and washing away of the soil’s nutrients by constant heavy rains. 

Drought- Prolonged periods of little or no rainfall.

Desertification- The change of semi-desert land into desert land.

Sahara Desert- The largest desert in the world. It extends across much of North Africa.

Sahel- The region south of the Sahara affected by widespread desertification.

Sleeping sickness- A widespread disease in the savanna. You fall asleep and never wake up.

Swahili- The language of East Africa that blends some Arabic words into the regions basic Bantu languages. 

Pharaoh- A ruler of ancient Egypt.

Hieroglyphics- Ancient form of Egyptian writing that used pictures and symbols to represent words and sound

Chapter 4: Heritage of Africa
Mosque- A Muslim house of worship.

City-state- A large town that has its own government and controls the surrounding countryside.

Timbuktu- And ancient cultural and trade center in East Africa.

Lineage- A group of distant kin that trace descent to a common ancestor.

Consensus- A common agreement.

Subsistence farmer- A farmer who produces enough harvest to supply his own needs, but has little or no surplus.

Polygamy- The practice of having more than one spouse. Some African societies practiced this.

Age grade- All people born in the same year.

Consensus- A common agreement.

Abolition- The movement to end slavery. It was started in the 1700s.

Diaspora- The migration or scattering of one group of people.

Elite- A small group of people with a high social status.

Bride wealth- A valuable gift a young man paid the family of his wife for her hand in marriage.

Chapter 5: Africa in Transition

Boycott- The refusal to buy certain goods or services. In the Gold Coast, Kwame Nkrumah organized boycotts to protest British rule.

Guerilla Warfare- Hit and run attacks by small bands of fighters against a large power. Nationalist groups in Angola and Mozambique waged guerilla warfare.

Secede- To break away and withdraw, especially as a group, from a country or an organization. The Copper-rich Katanga province seceded from the Congo.

Democratization- The move towards multiparty systems. In the late 1980s, many African countries started this move.

Socialism- A system in which the government owns and operates major businesses and controls other parts of the economy. Tanzania setup socialism.

Multi-National Corporations- Huge enterprises with branches in many countries. Africa had to setup multinational corporations in order to be less independent.

Ethnicity- Attachment to one’s own ethnic group.

Economic Sanctions- Cutting off trade with another country to pressure it to change its policies.

Chapter 6: Africa in the World

Non-alignment- policy of not favoring the US or SU during the Cold War.

IMF- Internal Monetary Fund;  African Nations in debt went to them for money.

Apartheid- rigid separation of races by law in South Africa.

Sharpeville massacre- 1960. Peaceful demonstration in Sharpeville Massacre. Police opened fire and 60 people dies. 

Griot- Storyteller in traditional African societies.

Lome Agreements- (1975) OAU is responsible for it. Africa can sell goods to Europe tariff free without having to buy their stuff.

Chapter 7: Geography and Early History of Asia

Subcontinent- large landmass that juts out from a continent.

Monsoon- seasonal wind that dominates the climate of South Asia.

Dialect- regional version of a language, with its own words, expressions, and pronunciations.

Cyclones- twisters.

Cultural diversity- the diversity in culture in a certain country.

Decipher- determine the meaning of something written in code.

Rajah- hereditary Aryan chiefs who ruled the villages.

Varna- four classes into which the Aryans divided people.

Caste- in India, system of social classes based on birth.

Dravidian- people believed to be descendents of Indus Valleys settlers.

Aryan- the culture which took over the Indus Valley Civilization.

Vedas- oral religious traditions of the Aryans that are still used today in religious ceremonies in India.

Sanskrit- the language of the Aryans of India developed to write down their oral traditions.

Harappa- One of the most important cities in the Indus Valley Civilization.

Mohenjo-Daro- One of the most important cities in the Indus Valley Civilization.

Chapter 8: Heritage of South Asia

Brahman- in Hinduism, the single, supreme force or reality of the universe.

Sect- a religious group.

Atman- in Hinduism, the essential self of every individual, which, in turn, is part of the universal soul that is also called atman.

Reincarnation- in Hinduism, the belief that the soul is reborn in various forms.

Karma- in Hinduism, the belief that every deed, mental or physical, in this life affects the fate in a future life.

Dharma- in Hinduism, the duties and obligations of each caste.

Nirvana- in Vuddhism, the condition of having to desires

Three Baskets of Wisdom- the book in which the buddha’s noble teachings were written down in.

Sikhism- and Indian religon formed in the the early 1500s by blending elements of Islam and Hinduism.

Upanishads- sacred Hindu texts that help explain the ideas in the Vedas, which are Hindu oral religious traditions.

Theravada Buddhism- One of the main sects of Buddhism; stresses monastic life and respects the Buddha as a teacher, but not as a god.

Mahayana Buddhism- One of the main sects of Buddhism; worships the Buddha as a God.

Jainism- religion in South Asia; it devolped from efforts to reform Hinduism and stresses nonviolence.

Dynasty- ruling family

Stupa- shrine containing the remains of the Buddha or other holy persons.

Sultan- ruling Monarch in a Muslim Country

Taj Mahal- Monument to Mumtaz Mahal, wife of Shah Jahan

Purdah- among Hindus and Muslims, the complete seclusion in which some higher caste live

Sati- Virtuous women

Monopoly- complete control over a market or a product.

Sepoy- Indian troops who served in the British army

INC- Indian national Congress. Indian Organization established in 1885 to support political change in British-dominated India.

East India Company- British trading company.

Muslim League- Muslim organization founded in India in 1906 in response to growing Hindu nationalism.

Chapter 9: South Asia in Transition

Satyagraha- means truth force. It was Gandhi’s method of nonviolent resistance to end injustice.

Civil disobedience- the refusal to obey unjust laws.

Parliamentary democracy- a government ruled democratically by a national representative body that has supreme legislative power.

Coalition- several parties joining to rule.

Secular- a country with no official religion.

BJP- Bharata Janata Party. A major political party in India. It stressed Hindu traditions.

Sikh- an Indian religion formed in the early 1500s by blending elements of Hinduism and Islam.

Tenant farmer- a farmer who rents land from a large landowner and pays the own wither in cash or with a portion of his crops.

Land reform- redistributing the land.

Cottage industry- small businesses ran from home.

Infant mortality- the rate at which babies die.

Chapter 10: South Asia in the World Today

Plebiscite- a popular vote of either yes or no of the people.

Buffer state- a small country located between two large, hostile powers.

Calligraphy- fine, ornate handwriting.

Mahabharata- an epic poem containing basic Hindu ideas; one of the two great sources of Indian literature. 

Ramayana- an epic poem containing Hindu teachings; one of the two great sources of Indian literature.

Chapter 11: Geography and Heritage of Southeast Asia

Archipelago- a chain of islands.

Mainland Southeast Asia- Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Southeast Asia Island- Malaysia, Brunei, Singapore, Indonesia, and the Philippines.

Ring of Fire- term for the lines of volcanoes around the Pacific Ocean; these volcanoes provides fertile soil for the SE Asia Islands.

Chapter 25: Geography and Early History of the Middle East

Oasis- A fertile desert area that has enough water to support plant and animal life.

Northern tier- Stretches Across present-day Turkey and Iran. It is a region of mountains and plateaus.

Arabian Peninsular- A very large peninsula in the Middle East. Saudi Arabia is its largest nation.

Fertile Crescent- A Region of the Middle East. The site of one of the world’s earliest civilizations.

Maghreb- The Region in North Africa that includes Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, the Sahara, and the Atlas Mountains.

Torah- The Hebrews records of their early history as well as the moral and religious laws of God.

Tigris River- North of Mesopotamia.

Euphrates River- South of Mesopotamia

Suez Canal- A 100 mile Middle Eastern waterway that links the Mediterranean and the Red Sea.

Strait of Hormuz- A Strait that connects the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman.

Asia Minor- region of the ancient world, roughly corresponding to present Asian Turkey, or the peninsula of Anatolia. Some of the earliest Neolithic settlements in the Middle East have been found in Asia Minor. 
Mesopotamia- “Land Between the two Rivers”. The Possible home to the first known form of writing.

Ziggurat- a huge, many-tiered temple; the center in Sumer, and early M.E. civilization.

Scribe- someone who writes copies of manuscripts or documents.

Cuneiform- term used to describe the wedged shaped writing used by the Sumerians.

Satrap- governor of a province in Ancient Persia.

Hellenistic Civilization- cultural blending of Greek civilization with cultures of the ancient M.E.

Hittites- rulers of the Fertile Crescent during the 1500s.

Phoenicians- rulers of present day Lebanon during the 1500s.

Byzantine Empire- Eastern half of the Roman Empire, which had split into two parts by 330 A.D.; included Greece, Asia Minor, Egypt, and the eastern Fertile Crescent.

Messiah- expected savior chosen by God to deliver the Jews from foreign rule and restore the kingdom of Israel.

Martyr- someone who suffers or dies for his or her beliefs.

Chapter 26: Heritage of the Middle East

Hejira- the migration of Muhammad and his followers from Mecca to Medina.

Hajj- a pilgrimage to Mecca that Muslims who are able are expected to make once in their lifetime.

Caliph- the secular or religious head of the Muslim state; the successor of the prophet Mohammad.

Koran- the sacred book of the Islam.

Mecca- A city in Saudi Arabia and site of the holiest shrine of the Islamic religion.

Medina (Yathrib)- Where Muhammad took his followers when he fled Mecca.

Crusade- military expeditions undertaken by European Christians, beginning in the 1000s to recover Palestine from the Muslims.

Shah- the name for the kings in the Safavid Empire.

Constantinople- In 1453, the ottomans captured this city and destroyed the Byzantine Empire.

Bedouins- desert nomads in Arabia. They were aka the “People of the tent”.

Suq- means marketplace.

Anti-Semitism- hatred or fear of Jews.

Chapter 27: The Middle East in Transition

Shariah- the sacred law of Islam.

Desalination- the process of converting seawater to freshwater for irrigation and drinking.

Theocracy- a nation ruled by religious leaders.

Kurds- they make up 10% of Turkey’s population.  Most of them live in the Mts. of the southeast.

Chapter 28: The Middle East in the World Today
Refugee- a person who flees his or her homeland to seek safety elsewhere.

Occupied territory- land seized by Israelis during the 1967 war with Arab nations.

Reprisal- a forceful act in response to injury.

Intifada- mass uprising by Palestinians in a territory held by Israel.

West Bank- located in Israel along the Jordan River and the Dead Sea.

Sinai Peninsular- Locate din the Middle of Israel and Egypt. It has the Gulf of Suez on it’s left and the Gulf of Aqaba on it’s lower right.

Gaza Strip- the strip of land at the southeastern end of the Mediterranean Sea where the Palestinians gained limited self-rule in 1994.

Golan Heights- Surrounded by Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, and Syria. SW corner is located on the Sea of Galilee.

Ashkenazim- Jews from Europe.

Sephardim- Jews from other parts of the Middle east

Chapter 20: Geography and Early History of Latin America

Pampas- located in South America. They are grassy plains that stretch from Argentina into Uruguay.

Regionalism- strong local traditions that divide people among a country or region.

Tierra Caliente- hot lands; seacoast, lowlands (Yucatan Peninsula, Amazon Basin)
Tierra Templada- temperate lands; 3,000-6,000 feet; great # of cities
Tierra Fría- cold lands; over 6,000 ft.- Mexico City, Bogota located there
Mestizo- people of mixed European and Native American ancestry. This group was first found in Latin America.

Maize- corn. It was one of the principal crops grown by Mexican Farmers 5,000 years ago.

Quipu- knotted string used by the Incans to keep records and accounts of such things as the size of the harvest. Chaqui- runners w/ road system.
Conquistador- Spanish conquerors of Latin American. Lead the takeovers of the Aztec and Incan empires.

Middle America- one of the two sub-regions of lasting America; it includes Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean Islands.

Chapter 21: Heritage of Latin America

Viceroy- an official who rules in place of a King. The king of Spain appointed to of these to rule over his newly acquired land in the Americas.

Cabildo- councils. They were setup to govern towns and their surrounding lands.

Mercantilism- theory that a country’s economic strength depended on increasing it’s gold supply by exporting more goods then it imports.

Hacienda- a large plantation in Latin America. By the 1500s, many newcomers from Spain owned one of these.

Donatario- Portuguese landowners of huge tracts of land in Brazil.

Creole- American born descendants of Spanish settlers.

Peninsulare-  official sent from Spain to rule Spanish Colonies in Latin America.

Peon- Indians in Latin America who were forced to work for large landowners to pay off debt.

Republic of Gran Columbia- Setup by Simon Bolivar in the 1820s, it included Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru.

Caudillo-  a Latin American military leader who seizes power and rules as dictator.

Oligarchy- a system of government in which a small elite has ruling power.

Conservative- wanted to preserve the old social order in Latin America and return the power to the catholic Church.

Liberal- wanted to limit the influence of the Church, end its power over education, and reduce its vast landholdings.

