
                                        Second Trimester Religion Notes

King of Israel 

1. Saul = 1050-1010 B.C.

2. David = 1010-970 b.C.

3. Solomon = 970-930 b.C.

Solomon

1. Wanted great wisdom from God

2. Was a trader; temple builder

*4. Decline of Solomon

      —> did not follow God's wisdom

              A. idolatry

              B. Marries pagan women

                       1. Builds pagan temples and worships there

              C. Mistreats tribes

                      2. Unfair taxation and forced labor to all tribes except Benjamin and Judah

5. God's punishment for Solomon

    A. Take away his kingship   vs.   Promise with David of having his son be the retainer

6. Solomon dies

Lesson 123 - Split of Kingdom

1. Date = 930 b.C. = *Great Schism*

2. After Solomon, his son Rehoboam takes over throne

3. Political activist from 10 tribes = Jeroboam

       - exiled into Egypt; complained about Solomon's abuse

4. Series of dialogues

    I. Jeroboam's request to Rehoboam: " lighten up on abuse and we will serve you"

   II. Rehoboam consults 

           A. Elders: "lighten up, compromise, make peace"

           B. Peers: "NO–> add weight to North

   III. Rehoboam tells Jeroboam "NO"

   IV. Jeroboam's response to Rehoboam:

           A. Why should tribe of Judah rule over all

           B. To ourselves ( broke away from South)

           C. David's tribe rules only itself

5. Political Schism took place

North                                  Vs.                                 South

- Jeroboam                                                               - Rehoboam

- Rule in Schechem, Samaria                                    - Rule in Jerusalem 

- 10 tribes                                                                - 2 tribes

POLITICAL REASONS

1. Unfair taxation

2. Forced labor

3. Rehoboam's refusal to Jeroboam

4. Division of tribes( Historical tension)

Lesson 124 - Religious Schism

1. North = Samaria = Political Capital                           South = Jerusalem = Political Capital

   Religious Centers = Dan(North) & Bethel(South)       Jerusalem = Religious Center

2. Jeroboam's Problem

     A. Need Religious Center

           - to be legit theocracy

           - power of religion to people

           - people won't leave kingdom to worship God

           - money, does not want people to pay South

    B. What Makes Religious Centers?

          - will need Ark, but it is in Jerusalem

                  A. Jeroboam creates symbol; idol

                          1. Image of calf ( ex. Of Apis, Golden Calf )

                                  A. form of idolatry

                                  B. called "sin of Jeroboam"

Lesson 125 - Kings & Capitals

North

1. Jeroboam- Omri (wealthy and prosperous) - AHAB

PROPHETS on Green Sheet

Lesson 126 

1. Capital in North = Northern Kingdom, Israel, Samaria

    Capital in South = Southern Kingdom, Judah

2. North (Israel) - Jeroboam - Omri - Ahab ( marries Phoenician princess( Jezebel) 

3. Jezebel 

     A. insists on worshiping Baal

      B. kills priests of Yahweh, replaces with pagan priests

      C. Makes Ahab build pagan temples for Baal

4. Elijah escapes; priests of Yahweh from Tishbe

5. Power of word of prophet - "no rain or dew, except by my word"

Miracles of Elijah

1. Controls rain

2. Jar of meal and cruse of oil will not go empty

3. Revives her son

4. Contest at Mt. Carmel

Lesson 127

1. Elijah goes to widow of Zarephath

      A. Because of hospitality ( O.T. virtue) for guest

      B. Jar of meal and cruse of oil will not go empty

2. Raises back to li, son of widow

Lesson 128 - Contest at Mt. Carmel

1. Mt. Carmel ( hangout of prophets)

2. Contest   - Elijah              } to consume meat at altar ( God consumed )

                  - Priests of Baal } to consume meat at altar ( gods failed )

3. Elijah teases priests

4. "Soak in water and it shall still be consumed" – God's response

*5. Elijah's M/M Theme = Monotheism vs. Idolatry

Lesson 130 - Call of Elisha

1. Elisha is a rich man, 12 yoke of oxen or 24 oxen


2. Elijah called him by placing his mantle on him

Lesson 131 - Naboth's Vineyard

1. Next to palace of King Ahab in Jerusalem, vineyard owned by Naboth

2. Ahab desires vineyard, but it is a family inheritance

3. Jezebel, Ahab's evil pagan wife writes a false doctrine stating that Naboth cured Ahab

4. Naboth was killed and Ahab gets the vineyard

5. Elijah preaches message of God to Jezebel and Ahab: you will both be eaten by dogs

Lesson 132 - Elisha / Elijah

1. Elisha travels with Elijah to cross Jordan

2. Elijah parts water with cloak ( 5th miracle ) 

3. Elisha asks God for 2x Elijah's enthusiasm and spirit

4. Elijah disappears on a chariot of fire, tradition states he will someday return

Lesson 134 - Elisha's Miracle

1. Elisha is called by Shunammite because her son is dead

2. Elisha restores life to boy

Book of Amos (Lesson 138)

1. Life


A. First of writing prophets


B. Shepherd and a dresser of sycamores


C. From Tekoa- Southern Kingdom


D. Called to preach in North at sanctuary of Bethel


E. Not member of prophetic orders



1. Affect what he will preach and how it will be received



2. Not intelligent

2. Theme = Social Justice


A. Against abuse/ neglect of poor in North


B. Self - complacency - self confided


C. Against Materialism; too rich, well off = NOT NEED GOD??



1. Goes to big cities to preach


D. Preached about invasion by Assyria

Book of Hosea (Lesson 140 ) 

1. Life


A. Contemporary of Amos during reign of Jeroboam II


B. From North and preaches to North


C. Married to Gomer: harlot (prostitute) of the night

2. Themes


A. Monotheism



1. Uses examples of Gomer to relate to God and the chosen people


B. Forgiveness = Hosea wants his wife back


C. Fall of North, threat from Assyria 

Lesson 142 - 143

1. Pekah forms alliances (King of North)


A. King of Syria (King Rezin)


B. King of Edom


C. King of Judah (King Ahaz)

2. Ahaz rejects

3. Pekah attacks South to force alliance

4. Ahaz's problem = Ahaz becomes vassal to Assyria (forms an alliance)


A. Did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord - turned away from God


B. They send offerings and tribute to King Tiglath Pileaser of Assyria

5. Pekah is succeeded by King Hoshea


A. Tiglath succeeded by King Shalmanaser than King Sargon

6. Assyria attacks North

7. Hoshea becomes vassal but secretly form alliance with another major superpower (Egypt)

8. Hoshea backs out of alliance and rely on Pharaoh So (Egypt)

9. Assyria attacks and So doesn't show up

10. North is disarmed and a diaspora is created 


A. Assyrian + Samarian = Samaritan: turned away from God

Political Reasons of Fall of North

1. No significant military power

2. Egypt doesn't show

3. Stopped paying tribute to Assyria

4. No clean line of succession in North; 5 kings in 30 years

Religious Reasons for Fall of North

1. Idolatry

2. Loss of faith and trust in God

3. Formality = Loss of relationship with God

4. Failure to listen to prophets

Lesson 149 - Reign of Hezekiah

1. Ahaz was king of Judah at 721 b.C.

2. Hoshea was last king of Samaria in 721 b.C.

3. Hezekiah is son of Ahaz; next king

4. Hezekiah did what was right in eyes of Lord

5. Sennacherib is next king of Assyria, goes to attack South

6. Isaiah tells Hezekiah to trust in God

    "Your security lies not in alliances with foreign rulers, but in turning to the Lord"

7. Sennacherib mysteriously disappears


A. Problems with Assyrian capital; Damascus

Lesson 148 - Book of Micah

1. Clan of Judah = Bethlehem

2. David is from Bethlehem

3. Jesus will come from line of David in Bethlehem

4. Theme


A. Messiah will be from Bethlehem


B. Nothing to Greatness


C. Discipleship



"What is good has been explained to you, man : This what Yahweh asks of you: only this, to act Justly to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God"

Lessons 144 - 147 ( Book of Isaiah)

1. Life


A. Preached to South


B. Preached around 740 b.C.


C. Accepted because he was the 1st major prophet


D. Teaches in Jerusalem


E. Intellectual aristocrat vs. Amos

2. Theme


A. Time frame - Before fall of North and After



1. Minor theme = trust in God



2. Major theme = Messianism

3. Images = 


A. Vineyad = God s divine owner, vineyard = people of Israel 


B. Prophetic call



1. "Purify their lips with hot coals from Heaven"



2. "Here I am Lord, send me"


C. Virgin with Child refers to Mary and Jesus ( Messianism)



1. Immanuel (God with up)



2. Description of Messianic age

Lesson 150 - Josiah, Hing of Judah

1. After Hezekiah, there were two evil kings than...

2. Good King Josiah = "He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord"

3. King of Josiah sponsors renewals and reforms of faith


A. Back to God movement, religious reforms (Internal)


B. Renovations of temple (External)

4. During renovations


A. Hilkiah, High priest, finds an original "Book of the Law"–Deuteronomy


B. Book tells of punishment for sinfulness 

5. Josiah asks Hilkiah to go and inquire the Lord for him

6. Silkiah speaks the female prophet Huldah

7. Huldah's report =


A. Doom for Judah and everyone who has sinned but only after death of Josiah

8. Josiah was responsible for centralizing worship at Temple

9. Josiah is killed at Megiddo by Pharaoh Necco of Egypt while going through Judah to attack

    Assyria

10. A series of kings follow Josiah down to last king of Judah; King Zedekiah (Mattaniah)

11. Babylonian Empire conquers Assyrian Empire in 605 b.C.

12. Babylon King = Nebudchadnezzer


Judah becomes a vassal of Babylon in 598 b.C.

Lesson 151 - 152 = Fall of Judah

1. Zedekiah, King of Judah, and Judah are deported in 598 b.C.


A. Babylon moves political people to stop unrest and revolt

2. Zedekiah refuses to pay tribute to Nebudcadnezzer after forms alliance with Egypt (Necco)


A. But again Egypt doesn't show and Babylon conquers Judah in 586 b.C.



1. Fall of Judah



2. Destruction of temple and ark



3. Beginning of Babylonian captivity/ exile

Why was fall of South so significant?

1. No more Chosen People


A. No tribes/ no nation


B. What about God's promise?

2. No more Promised land

3. Jerusalem/ temple destroyed


A. Ark destroyed = visible sign of presence of God 



1. No sign (Ark) = no God



2. Battle of Aphek 


B. Jerusalem destroyed = God's Holy City


C. Temple destroyed - no sacrifice/ worship



1. No way of meeting God



2. No way to practice faith


D. Line of David??(Messiah)

4. When the North fell, remnants of Judah were there in Judah, now no more remnant 

5. Does God go back on His word?\

    Is God's promise based on fidelity, being faithful

6. New changes


A. Must rethink religion



B. Rethink focus of religion



1. Temple gone - no way to worship God


C. Rethink How and Why they failed



1. Used to have everything, now nothing


D. Stress on Remnant - Small group of faithful


E. Stress of Prophets - Bring news from God


F. Stress on Messiah

Lesson 154- Psalm 137

 "Ballad of Exiles"

1. Expression of sorrow, loss, etc. - How good it was

2. Expression of Remembrance


A. Hope in Yahweh 


B. Not to repeat mistakes


C. Return


   "By the Waters of Babylon, there we sat and wept, remembering Zion(Jerusalem)"

Prophet Jeremiah

1. One of four major prophets

2. Exilic prophet, pre - Exilic 

3. Says he is too young- doesn't want to accept


4. He is persecuted, beat, imprisoned, etc. because of faith

5. In 586 (Fall of Judah), He is left behind in Judah, thank exiled to Egypt

Book of Lamentations

 "Book of Consolation"

1. Written by Jeremiah

2. Stresses petitions, sorrows, consolation, repentance 

3. Hope and Forgiveness during exile

Theme of Jeremiah( Lesson 155- 156)

1. Pre- Exilic 


A. Interior spirituality and collapse of Judah

          *B. Image = Shepherd



1. Good shepherd = Messiah, brings us back to God




2. Bad shepherds = Lead us away from God

2. Exilic


A. Hope - Return from Exile


B. Interior Spirituality

          *C. Image = covenant of heart



       covenant of man



1. Religion based upon relationship 




Love vs. Formalism




"Why does Jeremiah stress theme of relationship of heart"

3. Religious structures are gone


A. No temple, ark, or Jerusalem


B. Religion and Religious Practice as they knew were over


C. Is religion dead?

4. How do they show religion?


A. Primarily focuses on Heart



Original ways of showing love for God

External                                              Internal

Temple/ law/ sacrifices/ feasts             Relationship of Heart

Prophet Ezekial

1. One of four major prophets

2. Exiled into Babylon during the first deportation, when Nebudchadnezzer placed Hezekiah in      charge, he deported all political leaders

3. Preaching Stages


A. Before 586 b.C. = warning toward invasion


B. After 586 b.C. = Hope for remnant 







*C. Image = dry bones 



1. Dead = chosen people, God is reviving Israel 



2. Dry = Hopelessness 



3. They come together = hope for new life

Lesson 156 - Vision of Dry Bones

1. Hope for Jesus

2. Hint: Resurrection 


A. external life?


B. Jews were resurrected by bones, like Jesus

Lesson 158 - 160 Daniel

1. Last of Four major prophets


A. As a young man was exiled into Egypt (598 b.C.)

2. Apocalyptic = style - visionary, futuristic, imagery


A. God's control vs/ human cooperation

3. Story = During Babylonian exile


A. Story time vs. Actual time ((167 - 169 b.C.) Maccabian revolt)



- Babylonian captivity



- Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

4. Theme: Book of Daniel


A. A man of faith can resist temptation


B. A man of faith will conquer evil through God


C. Message = hope

5. Parts


A. Visions



1. Statue 



2. Vision of "son of man" - everlasting dominance 




A. Not destroyed




B. Messiah


B. Stories



1. Daniel in lion's den



2. Daniel and Azariah in the fiery furnace



3. Story of Sazzona 

Wisdom of Daniel

1. Mention of Clear afterlife - 1st clear affirmation 

2. Resurrection


a. will get eternal happiness (Heaven)


b. Damnation (Hell)

Deutero- Isaiah

1. Second Isaiah = Anonymous


A. wrote chapters 40 -66 of Book of Isaiah


B. not same as first Isaiah because of



1. Style; time frame



2. 721 b.C. = first Isaiah



3. 586 b.C. = second Isaiah

Lesson 161 - The Return

1. "Comfort ...." - Hope for Exiles (1st theme)

2. "A voice cries in the wilderness - prepare the way of the Lord"


A. refers to John the Baptist

Lesson 162- 165

4 hymns to servant of Deutero - Isaiah

Hymn # 1

 "God presents the servant"

    "Behold my servant in whom I am pleased" - refers to Baptism of Jesus

Hymn # 2

1. Naming of the servant = servant

    Mission = to serve

    Called from mother's womb, from conception - God gives mission

Hymn # 3

1. Isaiah ch. 50

    Hymn to suffering servant


A. Image of servant, one who suffers


B. Gave my back to smiters, spit and shame

Hymn # 4

Redemption of the suffering servant

1. Through the suffering of servants, we shall be saved


A. Exalted, lifted up = cross; crucifixion 


B. Despised and neglected by men


C. Knows and experiences sorrow


D. Wounded for our transgressions, sins


E. Like a lamb led to slaughter


F. Bore sins of Mary, made intercessions 

Return From Exile

1. Babylonian Exile began in 586 b.C.

2. 539 b.C. the Babylonian empire fell to the Persians 

3. King Cyrus = King of Persia


A. Decree in 538 b.C. 



1. Allows for religious practice



2. Allows exiled back into Promised Land

4. Dates


A. End of Babylonian captivity = 539 b.C.


B. Return from exile = 537 b.C. ---- King Zerubabbel******************

5. Problem with return


A. Pre-occupied lands; not able back


B. Don't want to leave Babylon - established living


C. No connections to Promised Land - New Generation


D. Temple destroyed 

6. King Cyrus makes offer desirable


A. Buffer State = Judah between Egypt/ Persia


B. Gives money for rebuilding


C. Gives supplies

Period of Restoration

1. Goals 


A. Rebuilds/ Restores/ Fortify cities 


B. Get priests

Book of Ezra

1. Work of Governor Nehemiah 

2. Rebuilding of Judah, Jerusalem, temple

3. Levites/ Judah, Ben return

4. Samaritan problem


A. offered to help rebuild temple but denied


B. Jews don't want to repeat mistakes with their help


C. Second temple = less glorious, no ark

Book of Nehemiah

1. About religious reforms of priests, Ezra

2. Renews, reads covenant 

3. Major reforms of Ezra


A. No foreigner marriages, Ex. Solomon


B. No work on Sabbath



C. Pay taxes for sanctuary


D. Tithe = 10 % income back

Prophets of Hope = Post- Exilic ( After 537 b.C.)

1. Concentrate on Hope, Messiah, return


Zechariah


Malachi


Joel

Book of Zechariah

1. Post- Exilic

2. Theme = Messianism

3. Image


A. Reference of Palm Sunday


B. P. 365 Message: Humble or riding on an ass, almighty

Book of Malachi

1. Theme = Pre- Messianism

2. "My Messiah"

3. Fore-runner riding on an ass to clear the way for the Lord, coming of Elijah

Book of Joel

1. Prophet of Hope

2. Theme = Messianism 

3. Image = outpouring of Holy Spirit


A. Messianic age - filled with Spirit of God

WISDOM LITERATURE

1. Books written to teach a lesson


Maxims of the wise men, sages -wise sayings, advice, reflections

2. Common traits of this form of literature:


A. Hod to conduct oneself, how to act, the moral person, etc.


B. Wise insight/ helpful hints on life, God, man, nature, etc.



1. Based on experience


C. Confronts the problems/ difficulties of life


D. Confronts the problem of good and evil


E. Confronts the questions of life and death

3. Hod do we gain wisdom?


A. Study it


B. Experience it


C. Associate with wise people


D. "the begriming of Wisdom is fear of the Lord

4. Recorded, gathered during Solomon rule and Exile 

Book of Proverbs

1. Origin of wisdom - where did it come from, when did it come to be


A. wisdom is part of God and therefore it always was



1."when he established the heavens, I was there"

2. How to act and treat others


*A. "Proverbs is the cookbook of life with recipes for successful living"

Book of Ecclesiastes

1. "Ecclesiastes" is the preacher

2. The preacher = Koholeth

3. M/M = shows the inadequacy to solve problems; wisdom is not enough


A. We need more


B. We need Jesus

4. Vanity = empty, common, ordinary

Song of Songs

1. Also called 


A. Song of Solomon


B. Canticle of Canticles 

2. See booklet notes

Question of Suffering and Death

O.T.




N.T.

1. Suffering/death is result of curse    1. Not always suffering/ death is result of sin

2. Result of sin or sin of ancestors      2. God allows it, but doesn't cause it

3. Suffering/ death is test from God   3. God intervenes in positive way(miracles)






4. Suffering/ death is not permanent

Book of Job

1. Why does the good man suffer?? (Job)

2. Job = blessed


A. Land, wealth, children = blessed

3. Satan = "tempter" or "accuser"


A. Naked = come/ go with nothing into the world



1. Ash Wednesday


B. "Lord gave" - everything from God


*C. "Blessed be........." - didn't sin

4. Job receives all and more back


M/M - remain faithful and trust in God through it all and you shall be rewarded

5. Job is transformed: because of suffering


Guided by reason - guided by faith


Response of his 3 friends/ wife - "forget about God"


What about the faithful man who die and is not rewarded

Book of Wisdom (187-190)

1. Themes


A. Immortality of Souls


B. Reward to the righteous


C. Punishment of the wicked


D. Concept of final Judgement

Lesson 179: Jonah

1. Prophet during reign of Jeroboam II


A. Book is written after exile

2. Theme = God's mercy = to all (Jews/ non- Jews)


Image: Large fish, gets swallowed for 3 days



1. Called to preach at Nineveh (people of Assyria)



2. Image of conversion - Resurrection



3. 3 days of Jesus in tomb




- sign of Jonah

Development of Judaism 

1. Monotheism


A. Movement from Polytheism to Henotheism (Abraham) to Monotheism (Moses)

2. Covenant with God


Special relationship with God and Chosen People

3. Laws


A. 10 commandments


B. Leviticus (for priests)


C. Deuteronomy (additions, revisions)


D. Religion based upon 



1. Observance of Law



2. Relationship with God

4. Feasts for Festivals


A. Centering on the Exodus experience


B. Major one = Passover

5. Personal God


A. Yahweh


B. Giver to Moses

6. Priests


A. Tribe of Levi (Levites)


B. Guidelines (Leviticus)


C. 1st priest (Aaron)

7. Sacrifices/ Rituals


A. Place of Worship/ Sacrifice



  (Synagogue) (Temple)

8. Concept of Afterlife


A. None (Sheol)


B. Hint (Ezekiel)


c. Clear (Daniel, Wisdom, Maccabees)

9. Concept of Expectations for Images of Messiah


Messiah as:     Branch




Suffering Servant




Humble and Riding on an ass




Son of man




Prince of peace




Emmanuel

Judea – first class Jews.

Decapolis – the 10 cities

Antipeter – from Idumea

Herold the great – king from 37 – 4 BC

Pontius Pilate – 26 – 36 AD

Judaism is about 500 years old.  Ezra is the father of Judaism.

Sadducees – only accept the Pentateuch, do not accept judgement day or resurrection

Pharisees – accepted Pentateuch and open to wisdom literature and prophecies. Interpreted Pentateuch 

Scribes – doctors of the law

Zealots – not interested in theology, God was true king, Anti Roman

Essences – Move into wilderness, Jewish communities, and Qumran community – Dead Sea Scrolls

Common Jewish Folk – Ordinary people, not anything special

Sanhedrin – Exclusive council of 71 members, priests scribes and elders were members, Authority

Calendar period was based on the beginning of the Roman Empire

Dionysius the younger was hired to help make the calendar

Jesus was born 754 years after the foundation

They think that Jesus preached for two years.   They counted the Passovers 28 – 30 AD

Gospel ( Evangel ( Proclaim of the good news

Good News ( Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified, has risen

Gospels are a proclamation of the good news 

Jesus and his disciples – 2 Years long

The disciples and the early church – 30 Years long

Early church and evangelists – 30 Years long

Church – community of believers

Evangelists
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Date Written
80 AD
70 AD
75 AD
100 AD

Language
(Aramaic) Greek
Greek 
Greek
Greek

Qualification
Apostle
Peter’s Friend
Paul’s friend
Apostle

Audience
Jews who are now Christians
Christians Persecuted by Rome
To All Christians  (Theophelus)
Show Jesus as God

Style of writing
Many References to Old Testament
Rather choppy, not good
Well written
Very symbolic and poetic

Theme
Jesus as a great teacher
Jesus as suffering
Jesus as prophet for all people
Jesus as son of God, life

In the New Testament there are ( 21 Letters, 4 Gospels, Revelations, and the Acts of the Apostles

Matthew, Mark, and Luke are synoptic gospels ( John has different stories

“Q” Source was a collection of sayings of Jesus.  There was an Aramaic Matthew out there they said

Matthew and Luke speak of the birth of Jesus. There is an inconsistency

       Matthew ( born is Bethlehem / Luke ( born in Nazareth

       Matthew ( Joseph / Luke ( Mary

       Matthew ( wise men / Luke ( shepherds

John begins his gospel with a poetic beginning

Luke says that Jesus is the King off ALL men.  Very different but both TRUE

Hidden life reveals that Jesus was a normal person throughout those years

Jesus calls Yahweh ABBA

Joseph


-Carpenter


-Well educated


-Spoke Aramaic and some Greek


-Joseph probably dies during the teenage years or early 20’s of Jesus

Luke uses parallel structure in his gospel. He compares Jesus to John the Baptist

Herod – King of Palestine

Zechariah – Priest on husband of Elizabeth

Elizabeth – daughter of Aaron.  Mom of John the Baptist 

Mary’s magnificent sounds alike to the song of Hannah. ( It shows her thanks to God for Jesus

Zechariah and Elizabeth are old and Baron like Abraham and Sarah

Zechariah has a vision of an angel in the temple.  This is like the Old Testament Nazarites

Malachi said that Elijah was the forerunner of John the Baptist

Gabriel was the angel who said to Zechariah about John the Baptist so he can no longer speak.

Jewish Marriage Customs 


-Bethrothal – signed marriage contract and did not live together for another year


-Marriage Feast – They became together and lived together

Fiat – “Let it be”

The sign that God shows to Mary without her asking for one is that her Cousin Elizabeth being pregnant

The announcement to Mary of being pregnant is a much different response than before. New time come.

Mary’s first reaction to the announcement is to go to her older cousin Elizabeth 

First half of the Hail Mary comes from Luke’s gospel

3 Revolutions


1.) Moral Revolution – Going to scatter the proud of heart

    2.) Social Revolution – The mighty will be cast down from thrones and the lowly will rise up

    3.) Economic Revolution – Those who are hungry will be filled and the rich will be sent away empty.

John ( “ God is Gracious”

“Song of Zechariah” – “Benedictus” ( They speak of the Messiah (Part 1) / John the Baptist (Part 2)

Luke tells about a census ( everyone would have to go back to their hometowns. Employed by Caesar Agustus.

The shepherds hear first good news. Shepherds are outcasts of society 

Simeon and Anna were in the temple represents the great expectations of the common people and that Mary will go through a great sorrow.

Jesus was 12 when he was dedicated to the temple.  In Jerusalem for Passover.

Luke’s Gospel 


-Uses parallel structure


-Tells of new era, New times and good news for everyone

-Mary is a major character

The propose of Matthew’s account is to show how Jesus is related to the Old Testament – GENEALOGY

An Announcement is made of the birth of Jesus through a dream.  He was going to divorce her

Matthew speaks that Jesus had been in Bethlehem all along.

Herod panics and sends people out to kill Jesus the night that the wise men went to visit him. 

Symbolic meanings of the gifts


- Gold ( King


- Frankincense ( Priestly hood

- Myrrh ( death

Joseph now has a dream of fleeing into Egypt to protect the baby Jesus

John went into the wilderness where he called people there so that they could be baptized

Baptism pre-dates Christianity. It is a sign of spiritual purification

John changes it by saying, “The kingdom of God is at hand- Be ready”

John the Baptist was here to prepare the way for the coming of the messiah

John’s message is harsh and when God comes all the sinners will be punished

Some say that John baptized Jesus

After Baptism he goes into the wilderness to pray and fast for 40 days. This mirrored the 40 years the people spent in the wilderness.

3 Temptations


-Turn Stone to bread


-Worship Satin


-Jump off a cliff

Diciple - one who follows
Synoptic gospels say that it was Nathaniel and not Bartholomew

Nathaniel is slow to believe because he thinks of Jesus as a nazarite

Guile – Conman that makes himself look good.

People are saying in John’s gospel that Jesus us the Messiah, but they don’t know the real meaning.

First miracle happened in Cana of Galilee at the lady’s wedding

In John’s gospel “My Hour” refers to the time of glorification of Jesus

Jesus gets 6, 30 gallon jugs

John’s gospel has Jesus moving from Jerusalem to Galilee

Nicodemus is a believer that comes to see Jesus at night because he does not want to be seen doing so.

Baptism – “Born Again”

Mt. Zion – Jews   / Mt. Gerizim - Samaritans

Jesus keeps on trying to get the Samaritan women into the deep level of conversation

Many people came to believe because of the testimony of the woman.  

The Jews – “ Religious Leaders”

Miracles

         - Healing

           - Exorcism

         - Restoration of Life

         - Nature

Performed miracles because he is a loving guy

Signs he has power over all things

Give meaning to Jesus’ words

Vocation – “Voice”, “to be called”

Levi son of Alphaeus is a tax collector

Pharisees – “separated ones” – looked upon as fathers of Jews.

Sabbath day - was Friday’s sundown to Saturday’s sundown

Pharisees plan to kill Jesus with the Herodians

The Nazarites do not believe Jesus because he is a common person

Apostle – “One sent”

Deciple – “ Follower”

Bartholomew, Andrew, Peter, Philip, Thomas, James, John, James, Judas, Jude, Simon the Zealot, Matthew

Judas Iscariot ( Jude  /  James ( son of Zebedee  /  James ( son of Alphus  /  Matthew (  Levi, tax collector  /  Simon (  Simon-Peter  /  Thomas ( simple man  

