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When the rod, reel, and line are correctly matched to handle a given-
weight lure or bait, they are considered balanced. When in proper bal-
ance, they allow the fisherman to deliver the lure or bait with accuracy
within any desired distance. Modern tackle manufacturers are continually
experimenting and upgrading their rods, reels, and lines to create better
balance and easier casting.

Balance with a spin-casting outfit or bait-casting outfit means that the
reel and the rod grip fit the hand comfortably. The reel is not too heavy
to tire the arm, and the rod is long enough to make easy casts, but not
so long as to become awkward and not so short that it is cumbersome.

A balanced spinning outfit provides the feel of equal weight between
the butt and the rod tip, like a lever with the hand at the fulerum. The
reel should be of a size to match the length of the rod, and both are keyed
to the weight of the lure.

Fly-fishing requires a balance between the rod and line, the reel mainly
having the function of line storage, although its weight can determine how
easily casts can be made. Fly rods are usually marked with numbers
indicating which line works best on a particular model.

Equipment used in saltwater fishing is much the same as the equipment
used in freshwater fishing except that every piece of tackle designed for
saltwater is usually built on a larger scale: reels are huskier; rods can mea-
sure from 8 to 11 feet long; and lines and lures are made heavier.

Tackle catalogs list rods and reels by weight and function, allowing the
fisherman to make intelligent choices. Tackle dealers, tackle representa-
tives at sport shows and demonstrations, and experienced fishermen are
all good sources of information on balance.
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