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Contrary to the thinking of many novice fishermen, a simple overhand
knot will not do in most fishing situations. Although a knot may seem
insignificant and hardly noticeable to the observer, it can be, and quite
often is, the crucial factor between success and failure.

Improved Clinch Knot

This is the universal knot for tying monofilament to a hook or for tying
hooks and swivels—any object having an eye—to a line. Run the end of
the line through the eye, double the line back, and make five twists around
the line, leaving a loop. Run the end of the line through the loop where
the line joins the eye and then pass the line through the large loop. Partially
close the knot and moisten it a lit-
tle (not with saliva) before securing
it against the eye. Because
monofilament is slippery, it takes a
knot that will jam against itself and
hold tight, yet not cut itself.

Palomar Knot

This is another basic knot that serves the same purpose as the improved
clinch knot. Double the line to make a 3- to 4-inch loop, then pass the
end of the loop through the eye. Hold the standing part between thumb
and forefinger and tie a loose overhand knot in the double line with the
other hand. Then pass the hook through the loop and pull on the doubled
line to tighten the knot, guiding the loop over the top of the eyelet. Clip
the tag end.

Turle Knot

This knot is popular with Atlantic <585
salmon fishermen. The turle knot
makes a straight connection between
the hook shank and leader. Since the
knot is small and simple, good for tying a fine leader to a small hook,
such as that of a fly. Begin by passing the end of the leader through the
hook’s eye from the front; then slide the fly up the leader so that it will
be out of the way. Make a slipknot in the end of the leader by bringing
the free end around twice, like a double overhand knot. Draw the knot
tight and pass the loop over the fly as shown. Pull the leader and manipu-
late the loop so that it tightens around the back of the hook’s eye and not
in the eye or on the leader itself.

Blood Loop or Barrel Knot

This knot is usually used to join two
sections of line or leader together,
even if they are of different diameters.
Lap the ends of the lines or leaders _«w»z

several inches. Then twist one around

the other, making at least five turns. Place the end between the strands
and hold them together between thumb and forefinger. Wind the same
number of turns (five) in the opposite direction, using the end of the other
line. Then pull on the two ends to draw the turns closer together. When
they have closed up snugly, pull tight on the ends to make the knot as
small as possible. Clip the ends.

Surgeon'’s Loop

This is an easy way to form a loop
in the end of a line or leader. Double
the end of the line and make a single
overhand knot. Then pass the loop
around and through the overhand
knot again. Hold the loop in one hand
and the standing part and tag end in
the other hand. Moisten the knot (not
with saliva) and pull to tighten. Clip off
the tag end.
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This is used to tie on lures that require freedom of movement. The front
knot is pulled tight, then the back knot, which leaves a loose loop in front
of the lure, allowing the lure to swing back and forth, up and down, with
a minimum of resistance.
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Nail Knot
This is a good way of tying monofilament to lead-core line or backing
to a fly line. First, position the nail (or any similar object) along the lead
core. Then lay a loop of monofilament on the nail. With the free end of
monoline, take five or six turns over that loop and the nail and lead core,
as shown. Next, run the end of the

CL 2 N 9___ mono through the loop. Tighten the
% ! ! knot by pulling on both lines, slip the
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way. Clip the protruding ends short.
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Wire Line to Mono Knot

Holding the wire line in your left hand, fold 4 inches of the end back
over the standing part of the line. Run monofilament through the middle
of the bend in the wire, passing it behind the wire and then over it. Make
seven close turns around both lines. Pass the end of the monofilament over
the center strand of monofilament and under the top strand of the wire,
and then draw up snugly. Cutting the free end of the wire would leave
a burr that could cut fingers. Instead, bend it back and forth. It will break
close to the turns of the monofilament, leaving no burr.

Reel Spool Knot

Locking the line on the reel spool takes a knot that will cinch up tight
and not slip if a fish takes the line to the end. The knot at the terminal
end is pulled tight first, then the other, and the loop snugged up against
the spool.

Tucked Sheet Bend

When fastening line to a leader loop or tying a snelled hook to the line,
the tucked sheet bend is quick, tidy, and strong. It can be undone without
cutting the line or leader.

NS - S

Snelling a Hook

This is a neat and simple way of attaching a hook to monofilament for
certain types of bait fishing. To make a double-gang hook rig, leave the
free line end long and tie in a second hook behind the first. This is a popular
way of hooking worms for trolling or drifting.
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